
ATTENDANCE 
Children with social workers



Does poor attendance really have that much 

of an impact on a student’s achievement?

Key Stage 2:

 ‘… pupils with no absence are 1.3 times more likely to achieve level 4 or 

above, and 3.1 times more likely to achieve level 5 or above, than pupils 

that missed 10-15 per cent of all sessions.’

Key Stage 4:

 ‘… pupils with no absence are 2.2 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs 

A*-C or equivalent and 2.8 times more likely to achieve 5+ GCSEs A*-C or 

equivalent including English and mathematics, than pupils missing 15-20% 

of Key Stage 4 lessons.’



GCSE GRADES

 73% of pupils who have over 95% attendance achieve five or more GCSEs at 

grades A*-C and explains that pupils with persistent absences are less likely to 

attain at school, and – very importantly in terms of the future of the UK 

workforce – are unlikely stay in education after the age of 16 years.





Barriers to education for children with a 

social worker

 1.Experiences of adversity and trauma can create barriers to good outcomes 

and attendance. 

 2.They are more likely to have experienced complex family circumstances; 

some may have been at risk of, or have suffered, physical, emotional, sexual 

abuse or neglect. 

 3.At home, they may have lived or be living in families where there is 

domestic abuse, mental ill-health, or substance misuse.

 4. They may be at risk of extra-familial harms e.g. CCE or CSE. 

 5. They are much more likely to experience frequent transitions, including 

moving home or school and experience changes in the professionals that are 

supporting them and their families.



So with all this going on, why is going to 

school so important?

 It is a protective factor – at its best, offering a safe space to access support, 

ensuring that children are visible to and supported by professionals, and 

helping children make educational progress. There are ‘eyes on’ the CYP 

where staff can touch base with them

 They are maintaining social interactions and mental well being

 They are learning

 They are accessing hot  nutritious food (if on FSM)



On average, children with a social worker do 

worse than their peers at every stage of their 

education.(2018 data) 
 50% achieved GLD compared to 72% nationally 

 They are around half as likely to achieve a strong pass in English and Maths than their peers 

 They are around 3 times less likely to go on to study A levels at age 16

 They are almost 5 times less likely to enter higher education at age 18. 

 After age 18, of those who needed a social worker in the year of their GCSEs, 6% were in higher 
education compared to 27% of those who did not have a social worker

 By age 21, half had still not achieved Level 2 qualifications (which include GCSEs), compared to 11% 
of those not in need of a social worker. 

 They are around 3 times more likely to be persistently absent from school 

 They are between 2 to 4 times more likely to be permanently excluded from school than their peers. 

 They are are also over ten times more likely to attend state-funded alternative provision settings 
than all other pupils.



How COVID-19 has affected children’s 

education 

 In 2019-20, Children in Need had an average Attainment 8 score of only 21.1 

key stage 4, compared to average scores of 50.2 for the wider population and 

38.6 for pupils eligible for Free School Meals

 The pandemic will have increased some of the existing barriers



Impact of attendance
Attendance during 

one school year -

Equals days absent - Which is 

approximately weeks 

absent 

95% 9 days 2 weeks 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 

85% 29 days 6 weeks 

80% 38 days 8 weeks 

75% 48 days 10 weeks 

70% 57 days 11.5 weeks 

65% 67 days 13.5 weeks 



EFFECTS OF LATENESS

 Punctuality is an important life skill to develop

 CYP might miss important announcements

 CYP might be embarrassed to walk into a class which has already begun

 CYP might not be in the right frame of mind to start learning yet

 It is disruptive to the class

 CYP playing learning catch up and lost learning time



Minutes late per day during the 

school year 

Equals days worth of teaching 

lost in a year 

5 mins 3.4 days 

10 mins 6.9 days 

15 mins 10.3 days 

20 mins 13.8 days 

30 mins 20.7 days 


