
 

        
 

 

  
 

Gloucestershire Local Access Forum Notes 
Brimpsfield Village Hall 

Thursday 6 June 2019, 1pm to 3pm 
 

Present    Apologies 

Alan Shelley Gerald F Stewart Richard Holmes John Lane Councillor Robert Vines 

Alison Williamson Jacky German Sue Ellis Claire Hutchings Councillor John Cordwell 

Charlie Morriss John W Burcher Ralph Hampton Mark Cooper Sheila Millichap 

Earl Bathurst Paul Lockley    

 
Item Topic  

1.  A417 ‘Missing Link’ update 
 
GLAF met at Barrow Wake to meet Mike Goddard from Highways England who gave an update 
on progress.   
 
Mike will be emailing John Lane notes to disseminate to GLAF.  At the meeting it was agreed that 
GLAF would provide written feedback to Mike Goddard.  Richard Holmes to coordinate the 
feedback. 
 
Ralph Hampton joined the GLAF meeting and brought up concerns regarding the A417 Missing 
Link – Ralph also joined the Site Visit. 
 
On the site visit Mike Goddard asked Ralph to investigate Horse issues with regard to going 
through tunnels.  A discussion took place on how tunnels affect horses. 
 
One idea was to have lighting in tunnels however this wasn’t a solution as animals do not like 
tunnels.  Walkers also do not like being in enclosed spaces with animals – the area needs to be 
wider.  Also needs ‘decent’ gates.  There should be no dead end rights of way.  Highways 
England should reconsult local groups. 
 
Charlie Morriss agreed to send out maps to Claire to circulate (actioned post meeting on Friday 7 
June). 

 

2.  Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies for absence were noted. 
 
John Lane introduced Mark Cooper as an Apprentice who is based in PROW.  Mark works along 
side Martine Tyler.  GLAF introduced themselves to Mark.  
Graham Bocking has formally resigned from GLAF.  John Lane wrote to Graham thanking him. 

JL 

3.  Notes of last meeting  
 
February 2019 notes were sent out via email on 20 March 2019 subject to approval. 
 
The notes from the GLAF February 2019 meeting were approved as correct and signed off. 
 
Richard Holmes updated GLAF on Self Closing Gates and Land Access Centre – Richard 
Holmes has been in contact with the centre who are happy for a group to visit.  GLAF to let 
Richard Holmes know direct so that he can organise. 

AW 



 

        
 

 

 

4.  Access to the Old Kemble to Tetbury Railway Line - Update 
 
Paul Lockley updated GLAF on progress with the Old Kemble to Tetbury Railway which was the 
location of the site visit in October 2018. 
 
There is an issue where the path is for multi users and also used for shooting.  Paul Lockley 
enquired whether a possible solution would be to have a diversion when there is shooting – this 
happens in other areas. The shooting season is late Autumn/Winter – users are less likely to be 
using the pathway at this time.  Pheasants are nesting which could be disturbed by dog walkers.  
Would it be possible to restrict access by dogs?  The pathway is a ‘wildlife corridor’ dogs could be 
destructive. 
 
It was suggested that there could be a seasonal restriction and then reopened. 
 
If the pathway was a permissive right of way – have conditions as part of route.  The site could be 
of Special Scientific Interest and therefore a legal issue. 
 
The proposal is at the initial stages. 
 
GLAF agreed that Paul Lockley to put in writing.  Alison Williamson stated that Paul had made 
good progress. 

PL 

5.  DMMO Progress/DMMO Processes – Northumberland (IPROW Update) 
 
An anomaly was picked up in the initial DMMO figures provided by Highway Records.  Another set 
of figures were then disseminated.  John Lane updated GLAF on the procedure on how DMMO 
figures are recorded. 
 
A discussion took place on the figures as GLAF did not understand how the DMMO’s were 
progressed.  The information doesn’t seem to be consistent. 
 
Sue Ellis has agreed to come up with simpler questions/table and to then forward on to John Lane. 
 
Northumberland (PROW) were contacted regarding their procedure.  Northumberland do not spend 
time on extensive research.  A report goes to committee forming the background. 
 
It was suggested that Gloucestershire County Council adopt a different approach to processing 
DMMO’s – could GCC adopt same ‘light touch’ approach.  It was also stated that GCC are carrying 
out investigations thoroughly.  GCC have a meticulous team.  It was also suggested that the 
process was the problem, not the team. 
 
A member expressed the view that not investigating claims thoroughly could be risky. 
Gerry Stewart offered to speak to Northumberland direct and report back. 
 
GLAF agreed to ask Liz Kirkham to attend meeting for a discussion and to explain the process of 
DMMO’s. 

JL 
 

6.  Correspondence 
 
John Lane wrote to DEFRA re 2026 cut off date on 7 March 2019.  A response was received on 7 
May 2019 – no progress due to EU Exit. 

JL 

7.  Privacy Notices 
 
Following GDPR – GCC are required to publish Privacy Notices.  John Lane has amended GLAF 
pages on the website which GLAF are able to see. 

JL 

 

 

 

 



 

        
 

 

 

8.  Cotswold Trails & Access Partnership 
 
AONB have received a grant of £200,000 under the Glorious Grasslands scheme. 
 
Gateway Project – 10 areas to have improved access for walkers and cyclists – putting up 
information boards and on website. 
 
Cotswold Way – new routes for on/off road cycle ways.  Look on website for details. 
 
There is an aspiration to develop a North/South bridle way using existing bridle ways and ‘quiet 
lanes’ 
 
Sustrans now has BHS members on its Board. 
 
GCC have completed a good deal of work on Bridleways – they are expensive to repair and can 
take a great deal of engineering. 

RH 

9.  Consultations & Huddle - February – May 2019  
 
28.1.19 Outstanding DMMOs  and delay in the Deregulation Act Guidance – letter to DEFRA from 

Worcestershire LAF 
8.3.19  Consultation on ‘Conservation Covenants’ for securing environmental benefits including 

public access. Notification arrived too late for GLAF to contribute. 
14.3.19 Notification of Health and Inactivity Conference to be held on 14.11.19 
14.3.19 Notification of Sport England Conference  Creating Active Communities 2.5.19 

RH 

10.  Rights of Way - restoring the record  
 
Richard Holmes placed a posting on Huddle.  He received 3 responses. 
 
1 Planning Officer – Derby 
2 Buckinghamshire County Council – LAF recruited a volunteer. 
3 Hilary Winter – Natural England – Devon 
 
John Lane confirmed that GCC had tried to recruit however was not successful – reviewing to be 
better prepared. 

RH 

11.  Trail Riders’ Fellowship – proposal re permanent Traffic Regulation Orders 
 
Charlie Morris requested that the item be withdrawn from the agenda until more information is 
available.  GLAF agreed to withdraw item. 

CM 

12.  Motion to County Council – Making Gloucestershire’s Countryside safe and accessible 
Letter to Forum Member 
 
Meeting took place on 5 and 6 May 2019. 
 
John Lane asked for specific examples. 

JL 

13.  AOB 
 
Site Visit – 10 October 2019 - Alan Shelley suggested the next GLAF site visit should be at the 
Hams (Gloucester City).  It is a recreational area.  Alan has made several walks around and only 
saw 4 dog walkers.  Interpretation boards are unreadable.  The Council should consider 
‘refurbishing’ the boards to encourage walkers.  Charlie Morriss to contact an appropriate person to 
lead the walk. 
 
Jackie German updated GLAF on ROW Database.  Richard Holmes added that there are new 
maps on the Database.  There is no progress on the digitisation of maps. 
 
Ralph Hampton thanked GLAF. 
 

 



 

        
 

 

John Burcher enquired about the Stroudwater Canal Upgrade especially the position on PROW.  
John Lane confirmed that there is a towpath and GCC were involved. 
 
John Lane confirmed that this was his last access forum as he is retiring.  Alan Bently will be taking 
over.  GLAF thanked John Lane.  John Burcher personally thanked John Lane. 

  

Next Meeting Date  - Thursday 10 October 2019 

 

  
 
Signed…………………………………………………  Dated ………………………………. 

 

   

   
 

   

 
 

 

  

 


