
 

        
 

 

  
 

Gloucestershire Local Access Forum Notes 
Shire Hall meeting room 2 

Thursday 27 February 2020, 2pm to 4pm 
 

Present    Apologies 

Alan Shelley Gerald F Stewart Richard Holmes Nic West Alison Williamson 

Paul Lockley Jacky German Sue Ellis Lisa Edinborough  

Charlie Morriss John W Burcher Councillor 
Robert Vines 

Councillor John 
Cordwell 

 

Alan Bently 
(Principal PROW 
Officer) 

Also in attendance 
(as observer): 
Ralph Hampton 

   

 

Item Topic Actions 

1.  Apologies for absence and welcome to new members  
The Forum welcomed new members Nic West, representing disabled ramblers, and Lisa 
Edinborough, representing land managers. The Forum also noted the resignation from the 
Forum of Earl Bathurst. AB agreed to write a letter of thanks to him. 
In the absence of either the Chair (who proffered her apologies) and the Vice Chair (who had 
resigned), John Burcher agreed to chair the meeting, with the unanimous support of 
members. 

AB to write 
to Earl 
Bathurst 

2.  Notes of last meeting  
 
The notes from the GLAF Meeting of 6 June 2019 were reviewed by members. 
 
The notes were approved as correct and signed, subject to one change: Item 5 – it was 
Jacky German and not Sue Ellis who had agreed to come up with simpler questions/table 
and to then forward to John Lane. 

AB 

3.  Discussion re Modification Order process and statistics 
Members appreciated the pre-meeting discussion with Karen Pearman, Asset Data Team 
Leader to explain the statistics provided to members. Karen had also circulated a flowchart 
which demonstrated how complex the process could be. Up to date statistics were later 
circulated to the Forum. Members agreed that taking on the Northumberland County Council 
“fast track” approach had many pitfalls and was probably not worth pursuing. 

 

 

4.  A417 ‘Missing Link’ - discussion re presentation from David Brown from Arup 

Members were reasonably happy that most of the concerns raised by GLAF and its 
members had been taken on board by Arup for Highways England.  AB, RH and CM were to 
attend the working group meeting on 3rd March and would update the GLAF as necessary. 
 
Reference was made to the Highways England “Designated Funds Workshop”. This is a 
separate initiative by HE to try to mitigate the concerns of local walkers and riders by 
providing limited funding to promote a series of circular routes in the vicinity of the project 
prior to works starting. AB agreed to circulate details. 

 

RH/CM/AB 
 
 
 
 
AB 

5.  Access to the Old Kemble to Tetbury Railway Line - Update 
Paul Lockley updated GLAF on progress with the Old Kemble to Tetbury Railway. He is 
awaiting a response from Earl Bathurst regarding an agreement for temporary access to the 
public as a multi user trail. AB agreed to write to Earl Bathurst as an addendum to his letter 
of thanks. 

AB/PL 



 

        
 

 

6.  Rights of Way and Countryside Access Improvement Plan - update  

AB stated that as a way to incorporate the work of the Access for All subgroup into GCC 
policy, he was proposing working the proposals from the summary paper into a “light touch” 
revision of the Rights of Way and Countryside Access Improvement Plan, which would also 
be re-dated to run through to 2035, to tie in with the Local Transport Plan update. 
It was agreed that a working group comprising Gerry Stewart, Charlie Morriss, Nic West and 
Lisa Edinborough would be established to support AB’s work on this. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
AB 

7.  Correspondence to GLAF 
AB reported that he had received a consultation from Natural England proposing a 
continuation of restrictions to access at Upham Meadow. This was due to concerns for the 
damage done by loose dogs to nesting birds, alongside other biodiversity worries. AB stated 
that the extension of these restrictions had been agreed with Natural England. 
 

 

8.  Updates circulated by RH:  
a) Consultations and Huddle,  
RH has received consultation on the Modernising Malvern Hills Act which seeks to 
modernise the governance of the Hills and to provide guidance on priorities. No GLAF 
response provided. 
Huddle – nothing happening. 
b) Cotswolds Trails and Access Partnership;  
2 meetings since June. New chair Ed McAllister-Smith, Glover review considered; despite 
being well received in review, the National Trails continue to struggle for core government 
funding. 
Gateway projects – ongoing. 
Cotswold Way has its 50th Anniversary this May. 50 years ago it was designated by the 
Ramblers Association and the County Council as a Long Distance Path. 
Ash Dieback is a significant issue for the Cotswold Way with a section currently closed to 
allow felling to take place. There is consideration of the development of a possible cycle 
route parallel to the Cotswold Way. 
c) Restoring the record 
Ramblers have launched “Don’t Lose Your Way” campaign, in concert with the British Horse 
Society campaign “No Entry”. All web based. Allows users to take first step in making a claim 
for a new path. 
 

 

9.  Update from Herefordshire LAF visit  
CM reported that Herefordshire LAF has a large number of new members. CM attended their 
June meeting and reported that they are very active. He also noted HCC’s “excellent on line 
reporting system”. 
 

RH 

10.  Proposed visit to National Access Centre 
AB said GCC would take a small minibus to the National Access centre in Oxfordshire so 
certain members could view various modern structures that had been developed for PROW. 
AB to circulate three possible dates to GLAF members. Nic West said she’d like to go 
though it was noted her electric wheelchair would need a  specialist minibus with a tail lift. 
 

AB 

11.  Proposed future site visit 
AB reported that Gloucester City Council had agreed to host a site visit to Alney Island (as 
proposed by Allan Shelley in June 2019) prior to the GLAF meeting on 25/06/2020.  
 

AB 

12.  Self closing gate trial update  
AB reported that site has been agreed with the team. RH reported that the proposed free 
gate is still in the final throes of development. 
 

RH 

13.  Election of vice chair to the GLAF (nominations please to be submitted at the start of 
the meeting) 
After some discussion, it was agreed and seconded that Richard Holmes would stand as 
Vice Chair of the Forum. 

 



 

        
 

 

14.  Any Other Business 
SE raised the issue of the Agriculture Bill and its possible impacts on PROW. Further 
information to be circulated around the Forum for members to consider. It was also proposed 
that AB contact Will Fraser from the NFU about this. 
 

SE/AB 

  

Next Meeting Date  - Thursday 25th June 2020 

 

  
 
Signed…………………………………………………  Dated ……………………………. 

 

   

   
 

   

 
 

 

  

 


