
 
 
Statement of Reasons - Llanthony Road Area, Gloucester 
 
Proposals 
This proposal is to: 
 

 introduce two Prohibition of Right Turn restrictions from Llanthony Road/Hempsted Lane 
onto Sudmeadow Road and from Hempsted Lane onto Spinnaker Road; and 

 convert some of the existing footways into shared use footway/cycle ways along Llanthony 
Road and Hempsted Lane as well as introduce new improved footways with segregated 
cycle ways alongside; and 

 remove/upgrade/introduce pedestrian and/or cycle crossing facilities in these areas; and 
 introduce two flat topped road humps as part of raised pedestrian/cycle crossings; and 
 amend/introduce yellow box junctions at the junctions of Sudmeadow Road/Llanthony 

Road/Hempsted Lane and Spinnaker Road/Hempsted Lane. 
 
Reasons 
These proposals are required to facilitate part of the Gloucestershire County Council (GCC) 
LLanthony Road GSWB (Gloucester South West Bypass) major widening improvements scheme 
(planning reference 18/0052/GLR3MJ).  Llanthony Road is currently a single carriageway which 
creates a bottleneck between Castle Meads Way and St Ann Way.  This scheme aims to reduce 
congestion in the area, whilst offering cleaner, healthier travel options to the public by bringing 
active travel benefits to this neighbourhood by extending the cycleway network and improving 
footways by creating a spur to the Gloucestershire Sustainable Travel Corridor.   
 
These changes will play an important role in encouraging the public to use more sustainable 
modes of transport in line with the Gloucestershire Local Transport Plan 2020-2041 and 
Gloucestershire’s 2050 vision on reducing carbon emissions, where greater priority is given to the 
movement of pedestrians, cyclists and public transport. It is therefore hoped that these 
improvements would encourage more cycling, especially for commuting, as well as make the route 
more attractive for existing cyclists.  
 
A new segregated cycleway and footway will be constructed on the north east side of Llanthony 
Road/Hempsted Lane, north east of its junction with Spinnaker Road and continue to just north of 
the Llanthony Industrial Estate Road to join up the proposed new pedestrian and cycle crossings.  
Sections of existing footway will also be widened to make a shared use footway/cycleway on both 
sides of Llanthony Road as well as on the south east side of Hempsted Lane and around the St 
Ann Way junction. 
 
Traffic modelling supports the road widening, pedestrian/cycle crossing changes and junction 
improvements to improve traffic flow without diminishing the capacity for motor vehicles.  
 
As part of the works, it is proposed to accommodate several crossings for pedestrians and/or 
cyclists at key junctions. This will include changes to the existing yellow box junction marking 
along Llanthony Road/Hempsted Lane at its junction with Sudmeadow Road and the introduction 
of a new yellow box junction along Hempsted Lane at its junction with Spinnaker Road. 
 
The crossing changes are: 
 

 The removal of the existing Puffin crossing to the south east of Spinnaker Road on 
Hempsted Lane; and 



 
 

 The conversion of the two existing Toucan crossings on St. Ann Way at its junction with 
Hempsted Lane to Puffin crossings with Signal Controlled Cycle Parallel Crossings; and 

 The introduction of two new Puffin crossings with Signal Controlled Cycle Parallel 
Crossings across Llanthony Road north east of its junction with Sudmeadow Road and 
across Hempsted Lane at its junction with St Ann Way; and 

 The introduction of two new Puffin crossings across Spinnaker Road at its junction with 
Hempsted Lane and across Sudmeadow Road at its junction with Hempsted 
Lane/Llanthony Road; and 

 The introduction of two new raised (using flat topped road humps) Parallel crossings across 
Hemmingsdale Road and across the road to Llanthony Industrial Estate at their junctions 
with Llanthony Road.   

 
All crossings will provide safer facilities for pedestrians, and those including crossing facilities for 
cycles will form part of the new cycle network. 
 
Traffic modelling undertaken as part of the scheme demonstrates that any introduction of 
dedicated right turn lanes would be at the detriment to the traffic capacity of the project as this 
would add an additional phase to the traffic signal sequencing which would result in delays on all 
other approaches to the junction for traffic, pedestrians and cyclists. Additionally, with the recent 
changes to the Highway Code and cycle infrastructure design guidance, prioritising pedestrian and 
cyclist movements over vehicle users means that further reductions in capacity would result 
compared to the current situation. 
 
Therefore, the existing right turn lane at the junction of Hempsted Lane/Spinnaker Road is 
proposed to be removed and transformed into a straight ahead lane. There is also a proposed 
prohibition of right turn restriction from Llanthony Road onto Sudmeadow Road.  Vehicles wishing 
to access these routes will continue south for a short distance, travel around the elongated 
roundabout and travel back northbound to make left turns into either Spinnaker Road or 
Sudmeadow Road.  
 
GCC are anticipating that any approved works will be completed by June 2023.  
 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
The powers GCC are using for the implementation of the proposed prohibition of right turn 
restrictions as above are encompassed in the following sections of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 
1984: 

• Section 1 (a) for avoiding danger to persons or other traffic using the road or any 
other such road or for preventing the likelihood of any such danger arising. 
• Section 1 (c) for facilitating the passage on the road or any other road of any class of 
traffic (including pedestrians). 
• Section 1 (f) for preserving or improving the amenities of the area through which the 
road runs. 

 
The proposal for pedestrian and cycle crossing improvements is made under Section 23 of the 
Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. 
 
In addition, thorough consideration was given to the factors set out in Section 122 of the Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 in proposing this scheme. 
 
 
 



 
 
Highways Act 1980 
The proposal for the two new flat topped road humps is made under Section 90A of the Highways 
Act 1980.  
 
Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 
All of the associated signing and lining will be in accordance with Traffic Signs Regulations and 
General Directions 2016. 
 
Equality Act 2010 
Thorough consideration was given to the equalities duty of the County Council under Section 149 
of the Equality Act 2010. 


