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What are Local Nature Recovery Strategies? 
Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS) are the new flagship approach to driving action for nature’s 
recovery and providing wider environment benefits in England. The LNRS is required to be a spatial 
strategy that establishes priorities and maps specific actions for nature’s recovery and the natural 
environment. The Government’s ambition is for these strategies to be a powerful new tool that will 
help the public, private and voluntary sectors collaborate more effectively for nature’s recovery and 
enable collective efforts to be focused where they have most benefit for wildlife. 
 
Where did they come from? 
LNRS’s were proposed in 2019 by the Government’s 25-Year Environment Plan and made mandatory 
by the Environment Act 2021.  
 
Why are they important? 
The LNRS will be the primary strategic plan for tackling the ecological emergency and reversing 
biodiversity declines within an area. If they fail to deliver significant change, there could be 
catastrophic consequences for biodiversity and the broad benefits nature provides to people and the 
economy. LNRS’s will also play a role in the development planning system and will guide the new 
Landscape Recovery and Local Nature Recovery agricultural payment systems.  
 
What area will they cover?  
Each LNRS will cover an area defined by the Defra Secretary of State. Initial conversations with Defra 
agencies have indicated that the administrative area of Gloucestershire will be one LNRS area. 
 
Who is responsible for producing the LNRS? 
The Defra Secretary of State will appoint a “responsible authority” to lead preparation of the LNRS. 
This is expected to be Gloucestershire County Council for the Gloucestershire LNRS area. 
Government has been clear that LNRS should create genuine local collaboration with a partnership 
working closely with each “responsible authority”. The Gloucestershire Local Nature Partnership has 
stepped forward to enable this and an LNRS steering group has been formed with representatives of 
the Gloucestershire County Council, Local Planning Authorities, The National Farmers Union, The 
Wildfowl and Wetland Trust, Cotswolds National Landscape and Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust.  
 
How will the Gloucestershire LNRS be developed?  
Government has indicated that LNRS’s will developed through a six-step process. Full guidance was 
due to be released by Defra in early 2022 but is now overdue and a publication date has not been 
set. It will take time to produce a strategy for Gloucestershire that is truly co-developed by 
stakeholders and strongly linked to mechanisms for delivery. This is why the decision has been made 
to begin scoping the LNRS now.  
 
What does it mean by a spatial strategy? 
The LNRS will be guided by a habitat map of the strategy area. This should show the existing areas of 
high value wildlife habitat and the opportunities to improve them or create new habitat. 
Government will provide data to inform creation of this map. Gloucestershire is at an advantage 
because it already has a comprehensive Nature Recovery Network map, produced and managed by 
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust using a habitat inventory that combines the best data currently 
available both nationally and locally. 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/land-use/local-nature-recovery-strategies/
https://naturalcapital.gcerdata.com/
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When will the LNRS be in place? 
LNRS’s need to be in place before Biodiversity Net Gain becomes mandatory in autumn 2023. This 
will require formal approval by the appointed authority and Defra. 
 
How can I contribute my views? 
During the development process everyone in Gloucestershire will have an opportunity to contribute 
their views. There will be a formal public consultation of the draft plan, but before this there will be 
surveys and other consultation opportunities arranged by the Gloucestershire Local Nature 
Partnership’s LNRS steering group.  
 
Can I produce a separate LNRS for a smaller part of Gloucestershire which is the area of interest 
for my organisation? 
The Defra Secretary of State has appointed a single LNRS area and lead authority within 
Gloucestershire and there will be no overlap in LNRS areas. A weaknesses of past biodiversity 
approaches is that organisations didn’t work across administrative boundaries or have common 
priorities at a scale that is relevant to wildlife. There have been some good examples of partnership 
working in Gloucestershire. The LNRS must create a shared framework to support this.    
 
It is great that lots of organisations and community groups wish to play a role in nature’s recovery. 
The mechanisms for supporting local action, whilst ensuring it is guided by the overall LNRS, will be 
explored as part of the development process.  
 
What about the Biodiversity Action Plans and Nature Map? 
The LNRS will supersede the Gloucestershire Biodiversity Action Plan. It is proposed that the 
Gloucestershire Nature Recovery Network will become the underlying habitat map and supersede 
Nature Map.  
 
LNRS Development stages 

Step 0: Government provides a map of each Strategy area, including habitats and national 
conservation sites 

Step 1: Locally held data is added to the map, including locally identified wildlife sites 

Step 2: Description of the Strategy area, including its key habitats and potential opportunities to 
create or improve them 

Step 3: Identification of outcomes, achieved through creation or improvement of habitat, and 
grouping of these into “priority” and “other” 

Step 4: Potential measures for creating or improving habitat to achieve the priority and other 
outcomes 

Step 5: Mapping of suitable locations for the delivery of the potential measures onto map of existing 
habitat (established in Steps 0 and 1) 

 
 


