P.12, P.13, P.14, SE.8		[image: A logo with blue letters

Description automatically generated]
The Learning Environment: The Physical Environment
Displays
The use of displays in early years settings is an effective way of inspiring and enhancing children’s learning and providing children with a sense of belonging.
Things to consider 
Stop and think, why am I creating this display? – Consider the purpose and who it is for? Ensure it is developmentally appropriate and reflects your cohort’s diversity and community.
Appropriate height - This will encourage and enable children to interact with them, and to be able to easily help create them!
Consider using calm, neutral backgrounds - Research shows us that brightly decorated early childhood establishments can increase “distractibility” and can have a negative impact on learning in young children.
Think of the process, rather than the product - Do your displays show a journey from children’s interests, what they have learnt, and how they did this through the activities. 
Create a language rich environment - You could use children’s own voices by scribing their own descriptions of their work.
Consider leaving some walls plain - This can allow space for digital exploration you could  use this to project images and perform shadow shows.
Consider when it may be time to change a display - You could ask the children if they are still enjoying it, observe if they are still interacting with it, and consider if it is still relevant to the learning journey.
Display ideas
Celebrate children and their families - Support children to feel a sense of belonging by displaying their family photos, you could create a 3D ‘family tree’ display using real branches.
Show the learning process – Use your displays to teach and inspire children, and to celebrate and document the learning that has taken place. You could use a combination of children’s own work, brief annotations, and photographs.
Showcase children’s creations - Celebrates children’s achievements and boost their self-confidence by displaying their masterpieces. Make your displays truly child-led by letting children choose which pieces of work they are most proud of and what they want displayed.
Celebrate your community’s diversity - Display maps, flags, traditional clothing and artifacts from a variety of countries and cultures. Incorporate celebrations and holidays from around the world that occur in each season, explaining their significance and traditions. Make it personal and relatable by using photos and stories from the children’s own families.
Bring the outdoors in - Display photos and key words about local wildlife. Use natural objects such as leaves, twigs, and flowers. Rotate displays with the seasons, highlighting the characteristics of each.
Parent information board – Share information about your team, committee, governors etc with parents. Share key information about the upcoming term, staffing changes and important dates.Top Tips for Inclusion
· Ensure your displays reflect your cohort’s development and diversity. 
· Consider the differences within your cohort and how reflect the interests of all of your children? For example, making your displays gender-neutral?
· Consider how you can ensure all children’s work can be displayed, especially if they are not ‘creative’
 



Partnership with Parents
· Ensure displays are welcoming 
· Make displays interactive for your parents/carers



Helpful links and resources
Outstanding early years displays | Fennies
Creating Child-led Wall Displays | Teach Early Years
The benefits of child-created environments | Famly
A learning journey approach to display | Alistair Bryce-Clegg
Good EYFS Display? Try a ‘Scrapbook’ approach | Alistair Bryce-Clegg
Creating outdoor displays | Teach Early Years
Why brightly coloured displays cause distraction for children | EY Careers
OAP resource: embracing-different-cultures
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