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Fact File:
The Census

A census is when a government gathers 
information about its population, such as 
by sending out a form to be filled in by each 
household.

1841

Here we have 
an example of 
the UK Census. 
This one was 
filled out on 
Sunday 6 June 
1841

Can you 
read who 
was living in 
or visiting 
Buckingham 
Palace on this 
date?

This information 
then allows them to 
plan for the future, 
such as knowing who 
to tax or how much 
food they need to feed 
their people.



Fill in your own Census

Today’s date is....................................................................

Now try filling in your own census. Remember, you 
are including everyone who is living in or visiting your 
household on today’s date.



My Census House

Today’s date is....................................................................

Draw your house and everyone who is either living 
there or visiting on today’s date. 
For extra detail, label each person with a few details 
about them. 



Make a Timeline

A timeline is a fun 
way to show all the 
important things which 
have happened in your 
life so far. And also what 
might happen in the 
future!

What you need
•	 A piece of A4 paper
•	 A pencil
•	 Ruler
•	 Rubber
•	 Pen

What to do
•	 Using the ruler or the edge of a book, 

draw a line through the middle of the 
page 

•	 At the beginning of the line, write 
that you were born

•	 At about the halfway point, write 
today’s date

Now start adding in important 
things that have happened in 
your life. You could include: 
•	 1  When brothers and sisters 

were born 
•	 2.	 When you started and 

finished schools 
•	 3.	 Family holidays
•	 4.	 Events you remember
•	 You could also add in  

important world events



Dont forget to send us in a picture of the timeline that you 
make

•	 Now add what you think might happen in the future. 

The future!



My VIP tree of people that are 
important to me

You could do a tree like this one to show people 
(and maybe pets) who are important in your life. 
They could be friends, neighbours, teachers, helpers 
or people in your family. Put yourself at the bottom 
of the ‘trunk’ and the people who are most important 
in the ‘branches’ of the tree. Other people can be the 
‘leaves’.
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