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Course ListingADVISORY TEACHING SERVICE 

Date Title and Venue Cost Page

SEPTEMBER 2019
24.09.19
9.30 - 11.45

Session 2
28.01.20

Session 3
21.04.20

Training and Support Group Workshop, focusing on Complex 
Learning Needs, including Down’s Syndrome – Session 1 of 3
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£90 for all 3 sessions 11

26.09.19
9.15 - 3.30

Moving & Handling for staff supporting Children & Young People 
with a Physical Disability &/or Medical Need
Nazareth House, Cheltenham, GL52 6YJ

£110 to include lunch 16

OCTOBER 2019
14.10.19
9.00 - 4.00

Schools Good Autism Practice – Tier 2 Training
The Pavilion, Cheltenham, GL51 6PN

£120 pp
(to include AET 
booklet and lunch)
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21.10.19
9.30 - 12.30

Teaching Phonics to Children with a Hearing Impairment
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£60 18

22.10.19
9.15 - 12.30

Session 2
03.12.19

Session 3
04.02.20

Session 4
24.03.20

Supporting Pupils with Literacy Difficulties in KS1 & KS2 – a course 
for Teaching Assistants – Session 1 of 4
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£240 for all 4 sessions 13

Date Title and Venue Cost Page

NOVEMBER 2019
07.11.19
9.15 - 12.15

Supporting the development of fine motor skills in the Early Years & 
Primary School Curriculum
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£60 16

14.11.19
9.15 - 3.30

Teaching children with complex learning needs (including Down’s 
Syndrome) in the mainstream setting
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£110 to include lunch 11

18.11.19
9.30 - 12.30

Sharing Books with Hearing Impaired Children in the Early Years
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£30 18

21.11.19
9.15 - 12.15

Confidently supporting students with continence needs in Primary 
& Secondary Schools
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£60 17

27.11.19
9.30 - 12.30

Listening for Learning
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£60 19

DECEMBER 2019
03.12.19
9.15 - 12.30

Session 3
04.02.20

Session 4
24.03.20

Supporting Pupils with Literacy Difficulties in KS1 & KS2 – a course 
for Teaching Assistants – Session 2 of 4
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£240 for all 4 sessions 13

JANUARY 2020
20.01.20
9.30 - 12.15

Developing Language and Communication Skills with Deaf Children
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£60 19

28.01.20
9.30-11.45

Session 3
21.04.20

Training and Support Group Workshop, focusing on Complex 
Learning Needs, including Down’s Syndrome – Session 2 of 3
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£90 for all 3 sessions 11

FEBRUARY 2020
04.02.20
9.15 - 12.30

Session 4
24.03.20

Supporting Pupils with Literacy Difficulties in KS1 & KS2 – a course 
for Teaching Assistants – Session 3 of 4
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£240 for all 4 sessions 13

05.02.20
9.30 - 12.30

Sharing Books with Hearing Impaired Children in the Early Years
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£30 18

06.02.20
9.30 - 12.30

Leading Good Autism Practice
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£60 8

06.02.20
9.15 - 3.30

Moving & Handling for staff supporting Children & Young People 
with a Physical Disability &/or Medical Need
Nazareth House, Cheltenham, GL52 6YJ

£110 to include lunch 16

Welcome to the 2019/20 training booklet from the ATS
The ATS is committed to building capacity in educational settings to meet children’s learning needs, and 
we are proud of the range of support we offer to help with this.  Part of this support includes courses and 
opportunities for professional development which we are pleased to share with you for 2019/20. We 
hope there is something for everyone here and that you enjoy the training and support on offer.

Over the past 6 months, we have reshaped our education support services and from September 2019, 
the Education Inclusion Specialist Support Service will be launched. This reshape is not currently leading 
to any major changes in the support you receive from the ATS & EPS, hence our offer within this training 
booklet for this year; however, over this academic year we aim to work with school staff to understand 
what is needed and how we can change the way in which we work to support schools and settings as 
best as we can within the resource limitations we have. Part of this will be looking at how we can develop 
support and training to meet need; if you have any suggestions or ideas for training to meet the needs of 
your community or school, or any comments or feedback about the training and support on offer, please 
do contact us via Rosalyn Rees (rosalyn.rees@gloucestershire.gov.uk).

We look forward to working with you over this next year.

Lisa Meggs 
Strategic Lead for Education Inclusion
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ADVISORY TEACHING SERVICE 

Date Title and Venue Cost Page

MARCH 2020
05.03.20
9.15 - 12.15

Supporting the development of fine motor skills in the Early Years & 
Primary School Curriculum
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£60 16

24.03.20
9.15 - 12.30

Supporting Pupils with Literacy Difficulties in KS1 & KS2 – a course 
for Teaching Assistants – Session 4 of 4
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£240 for all 4 sessions 13

APRIL 2020
21.04.19
9.30 - 11.45

Training and Support Group Workshop, focusing on Complex 
Learning Needs, including Down’s Syndrome – Session 3 of 3
Edinburgh House, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA

£90 for all 3 sessions 11

JUNE 2020
18.06.20
9.15 - 12.15

Confidently supporting students with continence needs in Primary 
& Secondary Schools
Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB

£60 17

25.06.20
9.15 - 3.30

Moving & Handling for staff supporting Children & Young People 
with a Physical Disability &/or Medical Need
Nazareth House, Cheltenham, GL52 6YJ

£110 to include lunch 16

Intensive Support
Where?  The Advisory Teaching Service is able to offer a range of intensive support packages for 
both primary and secondary schools.  An intensive support enables an Advisory Teacher to work 
in schools for an extended period of time – either working with directly children or young people 
or training/co-working with staff to ensure positive inclusive outcomes.  The Advisory Teacher’s 
intensive support would be pre-planned with the school in order to achieve agreed outcomes.  

This intensive support is different and separate to the usual ATS support offered to individual 
children with SEND.  Example of this would be; an Advisory Teacher comes into school every Friday 
afternoon to work on social communication skills with a group of children, an Advisory Teacher 
works all week with a classroom teacher to help a child at risk of exclusion become more settled and 
engaged with work. 

Intensive Support could:

• Provide intensive support for children at risk of exclusion.
•  Provide direct teaching or interventions for children not progressing well in school in a focused 

area – e.g. literacy, social emotional resilience, learning.
•  Provide assessment expertise into projects designed to help children with SEND needs to  

achieve defined outcomes e.g. raise their reading levels.
•  Assist SENCOs with the analysis and preparation of attainment/progress data for children  

with SEND.
•  Assist with choosing appropriate interventions and assessments for SEND children in the school.
•  Support with the evaluation of their impact.
•  Offer training in or modelling of the delivery of assessments and interventions.
•  Support staff with assessment and planning for inclusive teaching and learning.

Cost: £100 an hour (termly agreements are available). 

If you are interested in this support please contact:
carol.copas@gloucestershire.gov.uk
(01452 426955)

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities

Advisory Teaching Service  
3rd Floor, Block 4, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, GL1 2TG

Email: gloucester.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk
Telephone: 01452 426955

NEW
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Making Sense of Autism – Tier 1 Training  
(Partial accreditation towards school’s GAIQM) 
A 1 hour free session for your school.  Please arrange  
directly with your Advisory Teacher.   

Who is this course for? All school staff, including support staff,  
admin staff, caretakers and lunchtime supervisors, particularly in  
schools working towards the GAIQM quality mark.
What does this course cover? 
• What is autism?
• How does it impact on CYP?
• Some basic strategies will be covered.
Course Aims 
A 1 hour whistle stop tour of autism, as a starting point for settings to be able to consider whole school approaches 
to supporting CYP. Participants will gain basic understanding of autism, and some strategies to help CYP.

Schools Good Autism Practice – Tier 2 Training  
(Partial accreditation towards school’s GAIQM) 
This course runs as three twilights, or one day. Schools can 
book exclusively, or act as host for other schools. 
Central date: for individual staff – £120 
For INSET costings please contact Ruth (as below)

Have you considered hosting a course? We will market the course,  
deliver it and deal with the bookings.
Who is this course for? All school staff, in particular SENCOs,  
SMT, TAs and pastoral staff who work with CYP on the autism  
spectrum or have social communication difficulties. 
What does this course cover? 
•  What is the autism spectrum, and what impact does it have on the lift of the CYP? 
• The sensory world
• Key interventions at a whole school and individual level
• Understanding behaviour
Course Aims 
Participants will have a sound understanding of the difficulties CYP with autism or social communication difficulties 
experience, and be aware of a range of strategies and interventions to apply at a whole school and individual level, 
to supporting CYP. Participants will gain a basic understanding of autism, and some strategies to help CYP.

Introduction to the Autism Progression Framework  
(Particularly relevant to schools working  
towards school’s GAIQM) 
Cost: £120 
When: A one day course to be held in term 4.  
Please speak to your Advisory Teacher.
Who is this course for? This session is suitable for practitioners  
working with school-age pupils on the Autism spectrum in both  
mainstream and specialist services. This may include:
• Teachers
• SENCOs
• Any practitioners needing to map the progress of pupils
What does this course cover? 
• Familiarity with the content and key features of the progression framework.
• Identify learning goals and measuring progress for pupils on the autism spectrum in areas specific  
    to their individual needs.

Extending and Enhancing Good Autism Practice 
 – Tier 3 Training  
(Partial accreditation towards school’s GAIQM) 
Cost: £140 
Who is this course for? This course runs regularly at a location to 
match local demand. Please register your interest.
Who is this course for? Those who have completed our Level 2 Training, 
and wish to gain a more in depth knowledge of autism, and ways to  
support CYP with autism. It is particularly suitable for those wishing to  
be an autism champion within their setting. This course requires some  
pre-reading. It is a one day course, with a small practical project relevant  
to your setting to complete with a twilight follow up session 
What does this course cover? 
• It explores psychological theories, and causes of different behaviours.
• How to be an autism champion within your setting.
Course Aims 
Participants will have a sound understanding of the difficulties CYP with autism or social communication difficulties 
experience, and be aware of a range of strategies and interventions to apply at a whole school and individual level.

To apply for this course, and/or for further details, please contact Ruth Williams: 
chelt.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

To apply for this course, and/or for further details, please contact Ruth Williams: 
chelt.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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To apply for this course, and/or for further details, please contact Ruth Williams: 
chelt.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

To apply for this course, and/or for further details, please contact Ruth Williams: 
chelt.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Including children with communication and/or social communication difficulties including autismIncluding children with communication and/or social communication difficulties including autism

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY



Early Talk Boost 
Training delivered by: Advisory Teaching Service Affiliated Trainers  

When: Dates as required throughout the year. 
Please call to discuss your requirements. 
Cost: Central training – £250 per teacher + TA (to include lunch). 
INSET – £850 per one day whole school (KS1) or £700 for x 2 twilights. 

Starter Materials for Schools published by ICAN 
This pack includes: 
• Teaching Assistants’ Intervention Manual
•  Teacher’s Manual
•  Speech Language and Communication Progression Tool to support  

teachers in identifying the most appropriate children for the programme  
and track their progress. 

Also included: 
• 12 x Children’s Activity Books
• 2 x Delegate Books
• 1 x Communication Cookbook.
Cost: £500 (purchased from ICAN)

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS
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Including children with communication and/or social communication difficulties including autismIncluding children with communication and/or social communication difficulties including autism

Social Narratives and Comic Strip Stories  
(Partial accreditation towards school’s GAIQM) 
This is a 2 hour course (can be run as twilights). If you are interested in having this course run in 
your school, or wish to express an interest in attending this course locally to you, please talk to 
your Advisory Teacher, or email Ruth Williams (as below).

Cost: £200 – Schools can book exclusively or act as a host school.
Who is this course for? SENCOs, teachers, TAs and pastoral staff  
working with CYP with autism or social communication difficulties,  
particularly in schools working towards the GAIQM quality mark. 
What does this course cover? 
•  When and how to use  Social Narratives and Comic Strip Stories
•  How Social Narratives and Comic Strip Stories use the strengths of children with autism and social 
    communication difficulties to explore and change behaviours
•  Social Narratives and also Comic Strip Stories are suitable for all young people, but have been developed for CYP 
    on the autism spectrum.
Course Aims 
Social Narratives and also Comic Strip Stories are tools to change social behaviour. This course will help participants 
understand the advantages of using these strategies, and how and when to use them.

To apply for this course, and/or for further details, please contact Ruth Williams: 
chelt.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Leading Good Autism Practice
When: 6th February 2020, 9.30am – 12.30pm
Where: Edinburgh House, Coronation Square, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA
Cost: £60 
Who is this course for? 
• Senior leads
• SENCOs
• Pastoral leads
What does this course cover? 
• Enhance your knowledge and understanding of good autism practice.
• Help you to question, evaluate and develop autism practice within  
    your setting.
• Provide you with the tools to audit staff skills and identify training needs.
• Develop your skills and knowledge so that you can support your organisation to meet/exceed the requirements 
    of external reviewers such as Ofsted and be compliant with legislative requirements.

To apply for this course, and/or for further details, please contact Ruth Williams: 
chelt.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

STOP PRESS

We can deliver Early Years Autism Education Trust 
training to your setting.

For further information call 01452 324376

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

If you are interested in the pack or having some training please contact Helen Boyce
Email address: forest.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk   Telephone: 01594 823102 / 01452 427579

www.talkboost.org.uk

Improving Teaching and Learning Outcomes



Talk Boost 2 
Training delivered by: Advisory Teaching Service Affiliated Trainers

Talk Boost KS2 is a targeted intervention for children in Years 3, 4 and 5  
(7-10 year olds) who have delayed language development, aiming to boost  
their language skills to help them to catch up with their peers.  

When: Dates as required throughout the year. 
Please call to discuss your requirements.  
Cost: Central training – £250 per teacher + TA (to include lunch). 
INSET – £850 per one day whole school (KS1) or £700 for x 2 twilights. 

Starter Materials for Schools published by ICAN 
The Intervention Pack includes: 
• Intervention Manual
• Organiser Box
• Teacher Manual including Tracker
• 12 x Communication Detective Notebooks
• 2 x Participant Books
Cost: £500 (purchased from ICAN)
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Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Training and Support Group Workshop, focusing on 
Complex Learning Needs, including Down’s Syndrome
When: Session 1: 24th September 2019, Session 2: 28th January 2020 & Session 3: 21st April 2020,  
9.30am-11.45am 
Where: Training Room, 1st Floor, Edinburgh House, Coronation Square, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA 
Cost: £90 for all 3 sessions
Who is this course for? 
KS1, 2 & 3 school staff – in particular TAs and LSWs working with children who have complex needs 
What does this course cover? 
3 support group meetings across the year. Participants will consider: 
• Strategies for developing inclusive practice 
• How to extend Literacy Skills
Course aims
Participants will have the knowledge and confidence to implement a variety of strategies for:
Developing Language Skills and Extending Access to the Curriculum
Each session will provide opportunities to:
• To meet with Advisory Teachers in a relaxed, informative and supportive way.
• Share good practice.

Improving Teaching and Learning Outcomes

Talk Boost 1 
Training delivered by: Advisory Teaching Service Affiliated Trainers  

When: Dates as required throughout the year.  
Please call to discuss your requirements.  
Cost: Central training – £250 per teacher + TA (to include lunch). 
INSET – £850 per one day whole school (KS1) or £700 for x 2 twilights. 

Starter Materials for Schools published by ICAN 
This pack includes: 
• Teaching Assistants’ Intervention Manual
•  Teacher’s Manual
•  Speech Language and Communication Progression Tool to support  

teachers in identifying the most appropriate children for the programme  
and track their progress. 

Also included: 
• 12 x Children’s Activity Books
• 2 x Delegate Books
• 1 x Communication Cookbook.
Cost: £500 (purchased from ICAN)

If you are interested in the pack or having some training please contact Helen Boyce
Email address: forest.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk   Telephone: 01594 823102 / 01452 427579

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

If you are interested in the pack or having some training please contact Helen Boyce
Email address: forest.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk   Telephone: 01594 823102 / 01452 427579

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

www.talkboost.org.uk

www.talkboost.org.uk

Teaching children with complex learning needs (including 
Down’s Syndrome) in the mainstream setting 
When: 14th November 2019, 9.15am–3.30pm 
Where: Training Room, 1st Floor, Edinburgh House, Coronation Square, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA 
Cost: £110 to include lunch 
Who is this course for? 
Mainstream SENCOs, Class Teachers and Teaching Assistants wishing to increase their knowledge and 
understanding of provision for pupils with complex learning needs. 
What does this course cover? 
After the training, delegates will have developed their understanding of:
• The profile of pupils with developmental delay, including Down’s Syndrome.
• Practical ideas for differentiation in reading, writing and maths, including precision teaching.
• Using visual resources, to support language and learning.
• Basic principles for positive behaviour management, social inclusion and RSE (Relationship and Sex Education).
• Practical ideas for support for motor skills.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579
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Supporting Pupils with Literacy Difficulties in KS1 & KS2 –
A course for Teaching Assistants  
When: 4 morning sessions on 22nd October, 3rd December 2019, 4th February &  
24th March 2020, 9.15am- 12.30am
Where: Advisory Teaching Service, Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB
Cost: £240
Who is this course for? Teaching Assistants who support children with literacy difficulties in KS1 and KS2 in 
mainstream classrooms.
What does this course cover? 
This certificated course will look at why children may experience difficulties with reading, writing and recording and 
will provide participants with the opportunity to explore a range of strategies and interventions. 
The course will involve the planning and completion of tasks with pupils in school following sessions 1 to 3 and 
a final evaluation at the end of the course. Course participants will require the support of a teacher/SENCO to 
oversee their work in school and comment on and sign their completed feedback sheets. In addition, contact with a 
named Advisory Teacher will be provided during the course.
Course certificates will be awarded following completion of the final evaluation by the Advisory Teaching Service.
Course Aims 
To help teaching assistants understand why pupils may experience difficulties with acquiring reading and writing 
skills and to develop a bank of strategies and resources to support their work with children.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Alternative Methods of Writing and Recording in  
KS1, KS2 and KS3 
Duration: 2½ hours 
Who is this course for? 
SENCOs, classteachers and support staff who support children who experience difficulties with effective recording 
skills in  KS1, KS2 and KS3, including those with additional learning needs.
What does this course cover? 
This course will look at low tech strategies for supporting individual recording needs in the classroom.  
A demonstration of a range of equipment and software that can be used to support learning.
Please bring a subject, area or topic that is currently being planned in the classroom to enable idea sharing and 
problem solving.
Course aims
• Ideas to enable students to record  their level of understanding.
• Practical solutions for implementation in the classroom.
• Removing barriers to promote independent learning in the classroom.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Using concrete resources to support Maths development  
based on Key Stage 1 expectations  
Duration: Whole day INSET (5 hours) or 2 x 2½ hours Inset.
Who is this course for? SENCOs, classteachers and supporting staff working on KS1 
expectations. It will include strategies for pupils with SEN.
What does this course cover? 
We will consider how to use the concrete-pictorial-abstract approach for children who require additional support 
to develop number concepts. General introduction to the concrete-pictorial-abstract approach. How resources, 
including Numicon, can enhance children’s understanding of number and number systems and how resources   
can be used to support learners to explore addition and subtraction, multiplication and division, and ideas  
relating to further activities.
Course Aims 
Developing a consistent approach to using concrete resources, including Numicon, with whole classes, small  
groups or individual children. It will focus on developing visual imagery, conversation and practical apparatus  
during maths activities.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Using and Preparing Visual Resources to  
support Communication
Please note that all attendees will need to bring a laptop with the 

software installed.

Duration: 2½ hours 
Who is this course for? Practitioners, Teaching Assistants, Teachers & SENCOs.
What does this course cover?
•  Understanding the importance of using visual  

support when communicating.
• Communication and pupil participation.
• Understanding routines and systems.
• Supporting new vocabulary.
• Supporting the teaching of concepts.

• Accessing the curriculum.
•  Helping to improve behaviour, motivation and 

engagement.
• Supporting writing and recording.
• Developing a communication friendly environment

Course aims  
• To give attendees a comprehensive overview of how to engage pupils with communication difficulties.
• Skills and knowledge of how to create and use symbols based resources as an intervention strategy.
• Reflection and planning on how to promote an accessible learning environment.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY
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Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Developing Early Number Awareness
Duration: 2½ hours 
Who is this course for? 
Early Years teachers and supporting staff who work with Pre-school and Reception age children, or staff working  
with older learners with complex learning needs. It will include strategies for developing early number awareness 
through practical, fun activities.
What does this course cover? 
• An introduction to the ‘concrete-pictorial-abstract’ approach to the acquisition of maths concepts and skills.
•  The importance of promoting rich, early mathematical language and children talking about the maths they  

are doing.
• Ideas for fun, practical activities in the Early Years setting.
Course aims
To develop an approach to establishing sound maths concepts with young children in Early Years settings.  
It will focus on developing visual imagery, conversation and practical and creative learning opportunities.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY
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Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Assessing and Improving Memory Skills for pupils  
with SEND at KS1 & KS2   
Duration: 2¼ hours 
Who is this course for? 
Teaching Assistants working with pupils in Key Stage 1 and 2 with SEND and memory difficulties.
What does this course cover? 
• Memory difficulties that exist as part of other conditions & syndromes.
• The impact of poor memory skills in the classroom.
• Assessing for difficulties with memory.
• Strategies and practical activities to promote and improve memory skills.
Course aims
• For participants to gain knowledge and understanding of how poor memory skills can impact on learning.
•  For participants to be able to implement strategies and advice from the course to more effectively support the 

children with poor memory skills that they work with.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Setting up a workstation system  
(including establishing and using visual supports) 
Duration: 2½ hours 
Who is this course for? This course would be suitable for TAs, SENCOs and 
Foundation Stage Practitioners.
What does this course cover? 
•  Establishing a workstation and creating a system of work to enable children to develop independence  

in their learning.  
• How to use closed ended tasks.
• How and why we use visual prompts and schedules
• How to make, and use, visual supports.
Course aims
For practitioners to gain knowledge and understanding on how to develop independence and concentration  
in their learning.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Story Links Parent Partnership Intervention 
When: The intervention runs over 10-weeks. Dates and times to be agreed by the setting and the Advisory Teacher 
Where: School setting 
Cost: £750 
Who is this course for?
Story Links targets pupils aged 6-11 years. It is a parent-partnership intervention to support vulnerable pupils whose 
emotional and behavioural difficulties are getting in the way of their learning. It uses therapeutic story writing to 
support emotional wellbeing and reading skills. The intervention involves pupils, parents and teaching assistant in the 
co-creation of stories that address the pupils’ behavioural, emotional and social difficulties.
What does this course cover? 
The intervention lasts 10 weeks (either side of a holiday break is fine) and requires the following staff time 
commitment:
• Story Links teacher: 1 hour per week (30 min SL session + 30 min to write up co-created story at pupils’  
    reading level directly after session)
• TA: 30 min per week in SL session + 2 x 20 min reading sessions each week with the pupil
• The role of the TA is essential as he/she provides the bridge between the class teacher, pupil and parent as well  
    as implementing the follow-up reading programme. It is preferable if the TA already works in the pupil’s class. 
    The TA work supports reading skills, emotional literacy and speech & language development.
• Each Story Links programme includes a pre and post parent and pupil evaluation. 



Supporting the development of fine motor skills in the  
Early Years & Primary School Curriculum
When: 7th November 2019 – Cheltenham Base, GL51 7SA, 
5th March 2020 – Forest Base, GL14 2DB 9.15am-12.15pm
Cost: £60
Who is this course for?  
Anyone supporting students with difficulties with fine motor skills – Early Years Practitioners, SENCOs, classroom 
teachers, Teaching/Learning Assistants. 
What does this course cover?  
•  A background in how fine motor skills & handwriting develop  •  Identifying when & why students may have 
difficulty with fine motor skills  •  The importance of establishing a good posture  •  Looking at assessments for fine 
motor skills & for using tools such as scissors & rulers  •  Trying out some development programmes for fine motor 
skills, scissor skills & handwriting  •  Trying out adapted resources  •  An opportunity to share any concerns, share 
top tips & network with other settings  •  Signposting to other sources of advice & guidance.
Course aims    
•  Improved knowledge in the area of fine motor development.
•  An awareness of resources & programmes to develop fine motor skills.
•  Improved confidence to be able to support students with difficulties with fine motor skills.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

16

Physical Needs

17

Physical Needs

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Moving & Handling for staff supporting Children & Young 
People with a Physical Disability &/or Medical Need
When: 26th September 2019, 6th February 2020 or 25th June 2020, 9.15am-3.30pm. 
Where: Nazareth House, 344 London Road, Cheltenham, GL52 6YJ 
Cost: £110 including lunch
Who is this course for?  
1 day course for staff working directly with students who use specific equipment &/or techniques to support their 
posture, mobility &/or self-care needs.
What does this course cover?  
•  Defining Manual handling  •  Employer & employee responsibilities  •  Relevant Statutory Legislation & 
Regulations  •  Principles of safe moving & handling  •  What constitutes ‘bad practice’  •  Risk assessments  •  
Practical demonstrations of moving & handling equipment. 
N.B. This course does not teach techniques to manage or respond to students with behaviours that challenge.
Course aims  Participants will:  
•  Gain/improve their knowledge of the principles & practice of safe moving & handling.  •  Gain/improve their 
knowledge of available equipment & how & when it might be used.  •  Gain/improve their confidence in supporting 
students with moving & handling needs.  •  Following the course, back in setting/school the student’s Occupational 
Therapist will be able to demonstrate the specific equipment & techniques to be used with the individual student(s).

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Confidently supporting students with continence needs in 
Primary & Secondary Schools   
When: 21st November 2019, 9.15am–12.15pm at Cheltenham Base, GL51 7SA or  
18th June 2020, 9.15am-12.15pm at Forest Base, Cinderford GL14 2DB
Cost: £60 
Who is this course for?  Anyone supporting students with additional continence/intimate care needs – SENCOs, 
classroom teachers, Teaching/Learning Assistants & Midday Supervisors.
What does this course cover?  •  A background in how the bladder & bowel function  •  Identifying when & why 
additional support is needed for intimate care – please note that this course covers soiling & wetting & not the 
more complex incidences involving behavioural needs  •  How to maintain the dignity of students during intimate 
care  •  How to support staff who are carrying out intimate care  •  How to encourage students to take an active 
part in their intimate care  •  How students, their families & schools can discuss this type of care using appropriate 
language  •  Writing an Intimate Care Plan  •  How to manage intimate care needs out of the classroom, e.g. on 
school trips  •  An opportunity to share any concerns, share top tips & network with other schools  •  Signposting 
to other sources of advice & guidance.
Course aims  •  Improving staff knowledge in the area of intimate care  •  Ensuring that school staff are aware  
of what facilities, resources & protocols need to be in place to safely & appropriately support intimate care   
•  Improving staff confidence to be able to support & carry out intimate care.

Teaching & Learning for Children & Young People with Sensory 
&/or Physical needs in Mainstream Early Years Settings: 
Enabling active participation in an Educational Setting
Duration: 3 hours
Cost: £30
Who is this course for? Staff in Early Years settings.
What does this course cover?  •  An introduction to the National & County Guidance on supporting students 
with hearing/visual/physical/multi-sensory impairments, e.g. Equality Act & Gloucestershire Graduated Pathway  
•  Practical strategies & advice that you can take back & apply to your setting  •  An opportunity to network with 
staff working with students: In the same Early Years; In the same area of Gloucestershire; With the same types of 
hearing/visual/physical/multi-sensory impairments  •  An opportunity to share & reflect on good practice & discuss 
any concerns  •  An opportunity to look at the educational journey of a student with hearing/visual/physical/multi-
sensory impairments as they move through  •  Signposting to other sources of advice & guidance.
Course aims  Participants will gain: •  An understanding of how a hearing/visual/physical/multi-sensory impairment 
can impact on a child’s learning and access to the curriculum  •  An understanding of how to make the environment, 
facilities & resources suitable for children with a hearing/visual/physical/multi-sensory impairment  •  Improved 
confidence in themselves as an inclusive educational practitioner.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579
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Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Listening for Learning
When: 27th November 2019, 9.30am-12.30pm 
Where: Dockham Road, Cinderford, GL14 2DB 
Cost: £60 to include tea/coffee/biscuits
Who is this course for?  
Anyone working with children in Primary and Secondary Schools, including: Class Teachers, SENCOs, Teaching 
Assistants, Head Teachers and SEN Governors.
What does this course cover?  
After the training, delegates will:
•  Be aware of the obstacles to effective listening.
•   Recognise the importance of developing effective listening and the impact on a students overall  

development and academic progress.
•  Understand the different strategies that can be used to support effective listening.

If school cluster groups or Multi Academy Trusts would like to have this training delivered in their area,  
please contact ATS to discuss costs and dates.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Developing Language and Communication Skills with  
Deaf Children
When: 20th January 2020, 9.30am-12.15pm 
Where: Edinburgh House, Coronation Square, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA 
Cost: £60 to include tea/coffee/biscuits
Who is this course for?  
School staff working with deaf children, including Class Teachers, SENCOs, Teaching Assistants and Keyworkers.
What does this course cover?  
After the training, delegates will:
•  Understand how to effectively communicate with deaf children.
•  Understand how to help deaf children to understand and use spoken English. 
•  Develop strategies and activities for developing communication skills.
•  Have the opportunity to share good practice.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Teaching Phonics to Children with a Hearing Impairment
When: 21st October 2019, 9.30am-12.30pm 
Where: Edinburgh House, Coronation Square, Cheltenham, GL51 7SA
Cost: £60 to include tea/coffee/biscuits
Who is this course for?  
Anyone working with children with a hearing impairment in Primary School, including Class Teachers, SENCOs, 
Teaching Assistants and SEN Governors.
What does this course cover?  
After the training, delegates will:
•   Understand the impact that a child’s level of hearing impairment can have on learning phonics.
•  Understand the different strategies that can be used to teach phonics.
•  Be aware of the particular challenges that children with a hearing impairment may have in learning phonics. 

If school cluster groups or Multi Academy Trusts would like to have this training delivered in their area,  
please contact ATS to discuss costs and dates.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Sharing Books with Hearing Impaired Children  
in the Early Years
When: 18th November 2019, 9.30am-12.30pm at Cheltenham Base, GL51 7SA or  
5th February 2020, 9.30am-12.30pm at Forest Base, GL14 2DB
Cost: £30 to include tea/coffee/biscuits
Who is this course for?  
Anyone working with children with a hearing impairment in Early Years, including Early Years Staff, SENCOs and 
Teaching Assistants.
What does this course cover?  
After the training, delegates will:
•  Understand how book sharing can help children’s early perception of and attention to speech and language.
•  Understand how book sharing helps to establish joint attention.
•  Understand how to expand and extend language input by language modelling.
•  Understand the importance of asking questions that encourage thinking and conversation.
•   Understand how to share a book with a child who has a hearing impairment.

If school cluster groups or Multi Academy Trusts would like to have this training delivered to their area,  
please contact ATS to discuss costs and dates.
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Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Learning in a Multisensory Environment for children who 
have Complex Needs 
Duration: 3 hours / ½ day 
Cost: £50 to include tea/coffee/biscuits 
Who is this course for? Anyone working with children in Early Years settings, Primary Schools and Special Schools 
including Early Years Staff, Class Teachers, SENCOs and Teaching Assistants with children who have hearing, vision or 
deadblind needs.
What does this course cover? After the training, delegates will:
• Have developed an understanding of how to set up a multisensory environment. 
•  Understand how to safely use a multisensory environment to develop learning and improve outcomes for 

children.
•  Have increased their knowledge and understanding of suggested practical strategies to implement and ways to 

record the children’s responses.

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

Talking hands/listening hands:  
An Introduction to Tactile Communication 
Duration: 3 hours / ½ day
Cost: £50 
Who is this course for? Staff in early years settings and special schools; professionals working with CYP with MSI 
and/or complex needs including Speech and Language Therapists, Portage etc.
What does this course cover? Outline of development of communication and how this applies to communicating 
through touch; an overview of tactile signing approaches; strategies for development of reciprocal communication 
through touch in learners with multi-sensory impairment and/or complex needs. 
Course Aims 
• Awareness of the range of tactile communication approaches.
• How communication development relates to communication through touch.
•  Recognising ways to develop two-way interaction with babies and children with multi-sensory impairment/

complex needs; having a tactile conversation.
• Signposting to other sources of advice & guidance.
• An opportunity to share & reflect on good practice.

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Sensory Play for babies and young children with  
multi-sensory impairment or complex needs 
Duration: 3 hours / ½ day 
Cost: £30 
Who is this course for? Staff in Early Years settings; Staff in specialist settings and special schools, Grandparents or 
Parents of CYP with multi-sensory impairment and Professionals working with CYP with MSI and/or complex needs.
What does this course cover? 
The course covers: the background to sensory play; the importance of play for children who have multi-sensory 
impairment/deaf-blindness and/or complex needs; practical advice and strategies to support play at home or school 
and ideas for low cost play activities and resources.
Course aims
• Understand the importance of play for babies and children with multi-sensory impairment/complex needs
• Recognise ways to develop interaction with babies and children with multi-sensory impairment/complex needs
• Understand developing early communication through play  •  Understand how we play  •  Develop knowledge 
of practical ideas and strategies to develop sensory play  •  Understand developing hearing, listening and vision 
through play  •  Learn about low cost play ideas, toys and activities  •  Learn about developing play passports to 
improve play quality  •  Have fun!

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Making the curriculum and educational materials accessible 
for Visually Impaired students
Duration: 2½ hours
Cost: £60 to include tea/coffee/biscuits
Who is this course for?  
Anyone working with children with a visual impairment in School, including Class Teachers, SENCOs and  
Teaching Assistants.
What does this course cover?  
After the training, delegates will:
•  Understand how a visual impairment can impact on a child’s learning and access to the curriculum.
•   Understand how the curriculum and educational materials can be modified to meet the needs of children and 

young people with a visual impairment.
•  Enable children with a visual impairment to feel fully included in lessons.
•  Know where to go for advice.



22 23

SensorySensory

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Meeting the needs of children with a mild visual 
impairment in KS1 & 2
Duration: 2½ hours
Cost: £60 to include tea/coffee/biscuits
Who is this course for?  Anyone working with children with a diagnosed visual impairment in Primary School, 
including Class Teachers, SENCOs and Teaching Assistants.
What does this course cover?  After the training, delegates will:
•   Understand common eye conditions and how a vision loss can impact on a child’s learning and access to the 

curriculum.
•   Make sure the environment is suitable for children with a Visual impairment.
•   Ensure the necessary support and learning strategies are in place so that the curriculum is fully accessible.
•   Enable children with a Visual Impairment to feel fully included in their school. 
•   Know where to go for advice.
•   Understand common eye conditions including: Hypermetropia (long sightedness); Myopia (short sightedness); 

Astigmatism (blurred vision); Accommodative weakness (difficulty changing focus from far to close up); 
Strabismus (squint, turn in the eye); Amblyopia (lazy eye); Monocular Vision (vision in one eye only); Cataracts 
(cloudy lens); Nystagmus (wobbly eyes).

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Visual Impairment Awareness training related to the visual 
needs of a named pupil in a setting
Where: Setting 
Cost: FREE
Who is this course for?  
Anyone working with child with a diagnosed Visual Impairment in a setting.
What does this course cover?  
After the training, delegates will:
•   Understand the visual impairment concerned and how a vision loss can impact on the child’s learning. 
•   Make sure the environment and activities in are suitably presented and visually accessible for the child.
•   Make effective provision for the student so that they make good progress and develop independent learning  

and life skills.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Meeting the needs of children with mild visual impairment  
in the Early Years 
Duration: Half Day INSET (2½ hours) 
Cost: £30 to include tea/coffee/biscuits 
Who is this course for? Anyone working with children with a visual impairment in early years settings, including 
nursery/playgroup, parent and toddler group, crèche/child minder and pre-school.
What does this course cover? After the training, delegates will:
• Understand the different common eye conditions and how a vision loss can impact on a child’s learning. 
•  Make sure the environment and activities in their early years setting are accessible for children with a visual 

impairment.
•  Know how to enable the child with a visual impairment to make progress towards achieving early learning goals. 
•  Know where to go for advice.
•  Common Eye Conditions include: Hypermetropia (long sightedness), Myopia (short sightedness), Astigmatism 

(blurred vision), Accommodative weakness (difficulty changing focus from far to close up), Strabismus (squint,  
turn in the eye), Amblyopia (lazy eye), Monocular Vision (vision in one eye only), Cataracts (cloudy lens), 
Nystagmus (wobbly eyes).

Please ask your finance officer to book your place using GCC Plus. businesssupportservices.org 
For more information, and to discuss dietary or access needs, please ring: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS



If you are interested in having this course run in your school please discuss with your Advisory 
Teacher or phone the number below: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Teaching Strategies for CYP with SEMH in the  
Foundation Stage
Cost: No charge when identified as a need for your setting – please 
contact your Advisory Teacher to discuss.
Who is this course for? 
Staff who support children with SEMH issues in Foundation Stage, including those with additional learning needs.
What does this course cover? 
The course will look at the types of difficulties children may experience in the setting and the behaviours that may 
be observed as a consequence. We will explore a range of strategies to help support children with SEMH in the 
classroom with a consideration of those with learning needs.
Course aims
To develop delegates’ understanding of possible underlying causes of behaviour and to begin to develop consistent 
preventative strategies.

This session can also be delivered as twilight or INSET on a bespoke basis.
Please contact your AT for further information.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

Suitable for 
EARLY YEARS
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If you are interested in having this course run in your school please discuss with your Advisory 
Teacher or phone the number below: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Teacher Skills for meeting Special Educational Needs  
in the Classroom
Duration: This is a 2 hour course which is designed to be delivered on school INSET days  
or as a twilight session. 
Cost: No charge when identified as a need for your setting – please contact your Advisory 
Teacher to discuss.
Who is this course for? 
Whole staff: Teachers (including school leaders, senior staff and SENCos) and Teaching Assistants. The course can be 
adjusted for primary or secondary schools, and to meet school staff development objectives.
What does this course cover? 
•  SEND and Quality First (High Quality) Teaching  •  Teacher Standards and responsibilities with regard to pupils 
with SEND  •  Types of Special Educational Need  •  Adjustments to ensure inclusion for pupils with different 
types of SEND  •  Strategies for differentiation and variation of tasks, including effective use of support staff in the 
classroom  •  Strategies and practical activities relating to the Special Educational Needs of pupils in your school
What does this course cover? 
To increase Teacher Skills with regard to Special Educational Needs and provide practical approaches to meeting the 
Special Education Needs in your school. Staff to understand responsibilities in terms of SEN, types of SEN and have 
practical strategies to apply in their classrooms.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

If you are interested in having this course run in your school please discuss with your Advisory 
Teacher or phone the number below: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Teaching Strategies for CYP with SEMH in KS3 & KS4
Cost: No charge when identified as a need for your setting – please contact your Advisory 
Teacher to discuss.
Who is this course for? 
Staff who support children with SEMH issues in KS3 and KS4, including those with additional learning needs.
What does this course cover? 
The course will look at the types of difficulties children may experience in the classroom and the behaviours that 
may be observed as a consequence. We will explore a range of strategies to help support children with SEMH in the 
classroom with a consideration of those with learning needs.
Course aims
To develop delegates’ understanding of possible underlying causes of behaviour and to begin to develop consistent 
preventative strategies.

This session can also be delivered as twilight or INSET on a bespoke basis.
Please contact your AT for further information.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY

If you are interested in having this course run in your school please discuss with your Advisory 
Teacher or phone the number below: 
01594 823102 / 01452 427579

Teaching Strategies for CYP with SEMH in KS1 & KS2
Cost: No charge when identified as a need for your setting – please contact your Advisory 
Teacher to discuss.
Who is this course for? 
Staff who support children with SEMH issues in KS1 and KS2, including those with additional learning needs.
What does this course cover? 
The course will look at the types of difficulties children may experience in the classroom and the behaviours that 
may be observed as a consequence. We will explore a range of strategies to help support children with SEMH in the 
classroom with a consideration of those with learning needs.
Course aims
To develop delegates’ understanding of possible underlying causes of behaviour and to begin to develop consistent 
preventative strategies.

This session can also be delivered as twilight or INSET on a bespoke basis.
Please contact your AT for further information.

INSET 
OPPORTUNITY
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Contact UsADVISORY TEACHING SERVICE 

Did you know?  We offer bespoke training 
packages in schools to build capacity and  
raise awareness of individual pupil need. 
Please contact an Advisory Teacher  
at any of the bases listed below:-

Cheltenham
Advisory Teaching Service,  
Edinburgh House,  
Coronation Square,  
Cheltenham,  
Glos. GL51 7SA
Tel: 01452 324376 
cheltenham.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Forest of Dean
Advisory Teaching Service,  
Dockham Road,  
Cinderford,  
Glos. GL14 2DB
Tel: 01594 823102   
forest.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Gloucester
Advisory Teaching Service,  
3rd Floor, Block 4,
Shire Hall,
Westgate Street,  
Gloucester,  
Glos. GL1 2TG 
Tel: 01452 426955 
gloucester.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Stroud
Advisory Teaching Service,  
Redwood House,  
Beeches Green,  
Stroud, Glos.  
GL5 4AE
Tel: 01452 583728 
stroud.ats@gloucestershire.gov.uk



GCC PLUS is dedicated to providing a wide range of professional business 
support, facilities management and specialist support services to Schools, Colleges, 
Universities, Fire Service, Police, Local Authority, District Councils and other public 

sector customers across Gloucestershire and beyond.

To find out more about any of our services please visit www.GCCPLUS.org where you 
will also find further telephone contact details for all these services.  

Alternatively please email: GCCPLUS@gloucestershire.gov.uk

www.GCCPLUS.org

Our wide range of Support Services include:

School Education Services

• Education Performance & Inclusion
• Admissions
• Advisory Teaching Service
• Assessment
• CLEAPSS
• Educational Psychology Service
• Free School Meals
• Gloucestershire Healthy Living & Learning
• Gloucestershire Music
• Governors Services 
• Library Services
• NQTs
• Safeguarding
• Subject Leader Network Meetings
 

Business Support Services

• Communications
• Data Collection & Analysis
• Disclosure & Barring (DBS)
• Finance – AFO Service
• Health & Safety (SHE)
• HR
• ICT Support
• Insurance
• Legal Services
• Occupational Health (OH)
• Payroll Terms & Conditions
• Payment & Income
• School Recruitment Advertising
• VAT Service

Facilities Management

• Catering
• Cleaning & Caretaking
• Grounds Maintenance
• Property Care


