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Background
Environmental activism, and campaigns in Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire has a varied and illustrious history. Many campaigns have been fought for over the last 100 years, and each instance highlights a clear passion by its followers towards its goal. 
This guide will help to you to research through multiple examples of activism and campaigning to protect and promote local environmental concerns across the county. 

What records are there and what information will they contain?
This list is by no means exhaustive but will act as an entry point for those interested in this line of research. Some examples listed below will be collections. Examples will be shown below, but the rest of the collection can be explored further on the online catalogue:

· D12462 (Collection) - Preservation Campaigns in Stroud. This contains: D12462/3 “Save Stratford Park Trees” a campaign to save historic oaks from being felled for a new entrance to Tesco in Stroud and D12462/4 Campaign to save hornbeam tree on forecourt of Stroud Subscription Rooms (1983-2009). 

· D14684 (Collection) - Vision 21 Gloucestershire (1993-2010). Records of both the Gloucester and Cheltenham branches, containing newsletters, projects, correspondence, meetings and workshops and more! This is great material for inspiration and ideas for activism with the environment.

· D8497/1/80 - Ali Brown environmental activist and “eco warrior” BBC Radio Interview recorded in 1999, that includes their life as "eco warrior" protesting about various environmental issues, and including their time spend living in a treehouse, and their hopes and fears for future. (Transcript also available)

· D12373/7 - BBC Points West video news footage (disc 7), digital copy, which examines local pollution and demonstrations, and includes a protest song (27th November 2000 - 1st May 2001).

· D8451 (Collection) - John Moore (1907-1967) of Tewkesbury and Kemerton, a renowned countryside campaigner, which contains D8451/8/2/3/3, correspondence regarding Moore’s campaign to stop certain weed killers being used by the council in roadside hedges

· D10638 (Collection) - Gloucester Citizen newspaper photographs - An excellent resource for finding photographs of environmental activism, campaigns, and protests. Some examples include: D10638/1/1964/14/12 - Gloucester Railway: Closure protest march, 1964, D10638/1/1972/13/1-3 - Young Liberals, Gloucester: Anti-pollution campaign, 1972, D10638/2/15/21 - Photographs of the “Save the Trees” campaign (see also D12462/3) - (1958 -2009)

Local Studies material held at Gloucestershire Archive offers a gateway to secondary research on this topic. Some highlights include:

· Cotswold Life January 2017 - How to be green in 2017 - Tips from Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust on how to make a garden more eco-friendly (2017). 

· Newspaper cuttings volume 44 /page 22GS - Wet-dry swings threaten wildlife. This cutting concerns the launch of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust ‘Water for Life’ campaign, drawing attention to the man-made cycle of drought and floods, which impact significantly on wetland wildlife (14th January 1998).

· B736/50078GS - John Moore, True Countryman. The life of John Moore, who was a prolific campaigner for rural life and its preservation. Written by David Cole (2007). 


[bookmark: _Hlk177042436]How to Find the Records

To view the records and documents we hold at Gloucestershire Archives, use our online catalogue which can be found on our website at: https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ Use the references given above as your search terms if you are trying to locate these examples or explore these collections further. If you want to search for other documents or collections relating to activism, try using key words such as ‘activist’, ‘protest’ or ‘campaign’. You may then add further terms to enhance your search, such as ‘trees’, ‘pollution’ etc, or a particular organisation or movement you are interested in finding more about*. This will allow you to discover different forms of environmental activism at work in Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. You can also refine or sort your search by other search categories, such as date created.  

For more guidance on using our online catalogue please see the Help page and FAQs or watch our YouTube tutorial.

*This will depend on whether the organisation or movement you are looking for has deposited their records with the Archives

Further resources 

· CE/G052 Cotswold Life February 2022: How to build a Green Empire - Katie Jarvis talks to Dale Vince of Extinction Rebellion and Greenpeace (2022) Held at Cheltenham Local Studies Centre 

Have something to bring to the Archives? 
We are always looking to grow and develop our collections for Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. If you have any material surrounding environmental activism or campaigning in Gloucestershire or South Gloucestershire and are either interested in depositing it with us, or looking for guidance of how to look after your collections, visit Adding to our collections | Gloucestershire Archives

Podcasts from the Green Pledge Project
This guide was put together by the Green Pledge Project team. Also, as part of the project, we have created podcasts, meeting people from across our area, sharing stories from the past and the present, and imagining what our future could be. For this theme, why not dive further and listen to: 

Episode 5: With Gail Bradbrook, founder of Extinction Rebellion 
Gail Bradbrook lives in Stroud and is one of the founders of Extinction Rebellion. This global environmental movement uses non-violent civil disobedience to compel government action to avoid tipping point in the climate system, biodiversity loss and the risk of social and ecological collapse. 
In this conversation, Christina asks Gail about her early influences and what it took for Gail to found a movement which led to 10,000 people protesting in the streets of London in 2018 and being named number one influencer on the globe in 2019. 

Episode 6: Gloucestershire Youth Climate Group's Festival: What Can I Do? 
On Sunday, the 1st of September, the Youth Climate Group held a festival in the centre of Gloucester called What Can I Do? WICID for short.  The day was packed with over 50 young people coming together to share ideas and experiences. There were three panel discussions, one with questions for local MPs and councillors, an online catch up with international youth climate campaigners and finally a panel with young local activists.
We asked young people at the festival about their thoughts about the climate and ecological crisis. Important records to collect for the archive.

Episode 9: Mollie Meagre 
Mollie Meagre is a lifelong campaigner for social and environmental justice who lives in the Forest of Dean. In this episode we talk about her work with the Save the Wye campaign, her early influences, and her time with CND and the Greenham Common Peace Camp. 

Episode 10: Claudia MacGregor
In this episode, I talk to Claudia MacGregor. Claudia has a master's degree in environmental development and policy. Her work involves finding new and innovative ways to exist in harmony with the planet.
Claudia also facilitates Climate Fresk workshops, which teach the fundamental science behind climate change and empowers you to take action.
The workshop uses cards to guide you through the findings of reports by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the global authority on climate science. 
Claudia came to the Heritage Hub to deliver the workshop to archives staff in July 2024. 
To find out more about Claudia's reminiscence project visit www.celebrationofwildlife.com 
and her edible food gardens www.soilsnack.com

Episode 11: Empowering Futures
Empowering Futures is a care farm in Hambrook, South Gloucestershire. Their mission is to use horticulture and animal therapy to create positive meaningful changes to the lives of people living in the local community who are living with disabilities, who are vulnerable, isolated or disadvantaged. They are passionate about relieving social exclusion, increasing wellbeing and reducing the disparity between those with and without disabilities in employment. And they do all of this through the dedication of caring, sensitive staff and the power of being in nature. 
For further information visit https://empoweringfutures.co.uk/our-services-and-training


Episode 12: Cate Cody 
Cate Cody lives in Tewkesbury and is a Green Party member. She's on the local town, borough, and county council. Cate has initiated an abundance of green projects, including Plastic Free Tewkesbury, Toads on the Road, and repair cafes. 

Podcasts available to listen at: The Green Pledge @ Gloucestershire Archives (buzzsprout.com)
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