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 Early Years Education Provider Forum (EYEPF) – Terms of Reference 


1. Introduction 

The Early Years Education Provider Forum has been brought together as a sub- group of Gloucestershire’s Schools Forum in response to the Government’s plans for reforming the arrangements for the funding of Early Years provision.
 
Key to the successful delivery of the free entitlement for 2, 3 and 4 year olds is for the Council to achieve a balance in their priorities; securing sufficiency, quality and accessibility in free Early Years provision. Critical to achieving this is a strong partnership between Gloucestershire County Council and providers in all sectors of Early Years provision, to enable them to assess and meet demand according to local circumstances and market.


2. Purpose 

The purpose of the Early Years Education Provider Forum is to act as a consultative body of the Schools Forum.  Members will act as representatives of providers in the private, voluntary, independent and maintained sectors in contributing to positive outcomes for young children, through supporting the delivery of sufficient high quality places. 

On behalf of the Schools Forum the group will:- 

· Contribute to the High Needs programme and other relevant workstreams 
· Act as a group to provide the schools’ forum with information and advice about the EY sector
· Contribute to and review schools funding as it relates to and impacts on Early Years. 
· Contribute to policy development of the Early Years Code of Practice, Childcare Sufficiency Audit and Provider Agreement. 
· Act in an advisory capacity in relation to the Council’s duties to ensure sufficient high quality childcare places. 
· Contribute to local policy development arising from the Government’s Early Years national policy. 
· Nominate two members of the Early Years Education Provider Forum to be the Early Years representative on Schools Forum. 
· Make recommendations to Schools Forum and its sub groups on relevant items. 


3. Membership 

The membership of the EYEPF should be representative of all the different types of early years’ education providers across the county who are eligible and registered to offer free early education entitlement. 
Representation will be from Early years provision across the county to include:
· Representatives of private sector nursery education providers countywide
· Representatives of voluntary sector nursery education providers countywide
· Representative of independent schools providing nursery education 
· Representatives of Children and Family Centres with nurseries
· Representatives of childminders
· Representative of LA primary school which has a nursery class 
· Representative of a special school which has a nursery class.

Members will be selected by inviting expressions of interest from all  early years providers and selected by Local Authority officers and Forum Chairs with a view to maintaining a geographical spread in membership. 

Membership will last for up to four years from the date of appointment. 

Members unable to attend a meeting may nominate a substitute from the same sector to attend on their behalf.  Any substitutes will need to be named before the meeting. 
Members should remain impartial and not favour a particular provider or resource whilst advising on EY Forum.

The group will elect a chairperson and vice chair person from the group at the first meeting who will also be representatives of Schools Forum. 

The group will be supported by Local Authority officers in the Early Years Service.

The Council will provide administrative support for the EYEPF.


4. Meetings 

The EYEPF will meet at least three times a year with the dates and times to be agreed and circulated in advance. 

Papers will be circulated seven days before the meeting. 

Minutes and actions arising will be recorded and circulated to members following the meeting.   


5. Approval 

The above proposals were endorsed by the Early Years Education Provider Forum at its meeting held on 26th February 2018 

Schools Forum adopted these Terms of Reference, membership and conduct for the Early Years Education Provider Forum as set out in paragraphs 1,2 and 3.
Sarah Hylton, Early Years Service Manager      February 2018
