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 Special Guardianship Orders in school

What are Special Guardianship Orders?
A Special Guardianship Order appoints one or more people to be a child’s special guardian. It is a private law order made under the Children’s Act 1989 and is intended for those children who cannot live with birth parents and would benefit from a legally secure placement. The special guardian has clear responsibility for all day to day decisions about caring for the child and their upbringing. The parents are still legally the child’s parents but their parental responsibility is limited.
What this means for the child...
Every child needs to feel secure and settled in a family that loves and values them. If a child cannot remain living with a birth parent, providing the child some permanency can be done through long term fostering, adoption or special guardianship.
What this means for Schools... 
Children and young people might become subject to a Special Guardianship Order for many different reasons; death or illness of a family member, parenting concerns, unsafe living conditions or other legal reasons. Some children and young people subject to a Special Guardianship Order are likely to have suffered some form of trauma and loss. Early experiences can have a lasting impact which can be seen in schools. Teachers and school staff will play a crucial role in helping those children emotionally, socially and academically. This will be done by ensuring specific support is in place to help raise attainment and to address their needs. 
Needs in School
It is important for schools to remember that just because a child or young person now has permanency and is living in a safe, loving environment; it doesn’t mean that they will not show behaviours or needs that come as a result of their past experiences. Some needs that might become apparent in a child or young person subject to a Special Guardianship Order are:
· Attachment Difficulties
Healthy attachments are paramount to a child developing well at home, school and in the wider society. It is likely that some, but not all children now subject to a Special Guardianship Order may experience an attachment disorder. A child’s ability to take part in learning and be fully included in school life is fundamentally affected by his or her experiences of early relationships or attachments. Attachment disorders can lead to behavioural problems, learning difficulties, low self esteem and social difficulties. 
· Developmental Gaps
Depending on the circumstances around a child becoming subject to a Special Guardianship Order, some children and young people may experience some developmental delay as a result of their early experiences. These developmental gaps may include; controlling behaviour, the inability to self-regulate, sensory issues and social issues. These gaps in development can create challenges at school. 
· Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD)
This disorder occurs as a result of developmental trauma that occurs before birth. It is an umbrella term for several diagnoses that are all related to prenatal exposure to alcohol. FASD can often go undiagnosed or can be misdiagnosed. Some affects of FASD can include lower IQ, memory disorders, learning disorders, attention disorders, sensory disorders, and speech and language disorders, it can also have many effects on the body.
· Special Educational Needs 
As a result, it is possible that some children subject to Special Guardianship Orders will have additional learning needs and these needs should be addressed accordingly by schools. 
Support in Schools
Schools have a duty to ensure that all of their pupils are encouraged and supported to reach their full potential. With some of the needs identified above this may mean that schools will need to think creatively about how they can support these pupils. The new government funding, Pupil Premium has been introduced to help fund additional support and resources. 
Pupil Premium in schools
It has been recognised that just because children have left care and now have permanence, their difficulties do not disappear. As a result of this, maintained, non-maintained, special and general hospital schools, will attract Pupil Premium for children that left care under a Special Guardianship Order. Schools will need to record a child or young person as being under a Special Guardianship Order on the school census in order to attract the £2570 (2024-2025) of funding. The additional funding is paid directly from the government to schools to improve the educational and personal outcomes for pupils that are subject to Special Guardianship Orders. 
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Useful Resources:
Virtual School- https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/virtual-school/ 
Kinship Assessment Team and Kinship Support Team- 01452 425320
www.fasdtrust.co.uk/ 
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