
The M5 Junction 10 Development Consent Order 2025 
 

Compulsory Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981 
 

General Vesting Declaration No. 2 
 
 

To Whom It May Concern  

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Gloucestershire County Council (“the Acquiring Authority”) 
on 23 April 2026 executed a general vesting declaration under section 4 of the Compulsory 
Purchase (Vesting Declarations) Act 1981 acquiring the rights and imposing the restrictions 
over the land described in the Schedule to this notice (“the land”) as from the end of the 
period of 3 months from the date on which the service of the notices required by section 61 of 
the Act is completed. 
 
The Acquiring Authority will in due course tell you the date on which the service of the 
notices was completed.  
 
The effect of the general vesting declaration is as follows:- 
 
On the first day after the end of the period referred to in the first paragraph of this notice (“the 
vesting date”) the rights and the benefit of restrictions over the land described in the 
Schedule, together with the right to enter on the land and exercise the rights or enforce the 
restrictions, will vest in the Acquiring Authority. 
 
Also, on the vesting date the Acts providing for compensation will apply as if, on the date on 
which the general vesting declaration was executed (namely, 23 April 2026), a notice to treat 
had been served on every person on whom, under section 5 of the Compulsory Purchase 
Act 1965, the Acquiring Authority could have served such a notice (other than any person 
entitled to a “minor tenancy” or a “long tenancy which is about to expire”.  These expressions 
are defined in the Appendix to this notice). 
 
If the land includes any land in which there is a minor tenancy or a long tenancy which is 
about to expire, the right of entry will not be exercisable in respect of that land unless, after 
serving a notice to treat in respect of that tenancy, the Acquiring Authority have served on 
every occupier of any of the land in which the tenancy subsists a notice stating that, at the 
end of a specified period (at least 3 months from the date of the service of the notice) they 
intend to enter upon and exercise the rights or enforce the restrictions specified in the notice, 
and that period has expired. The vesting of the rights and the benefit of the restrictions will 
then be subject to the tenancy until that period expires, or the tenancy comes to an end, 
whichever happens first.  
 
Schedules A12 and 1 to the Act contain supplementary provisions as to general vesting 
declarations in relation to the acquisition of parts of interests in land.   
 
A copy of the general vesting declaration to which this notice refers and of the plan annexed 
to the declaration can be inspected at Cheltenham Library, Clarence Street, Cheletenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 3JT or at Tewkesbury Library, Sun Street, Tewkesbury, 
Gloucestershire GL20 5NX and may be seen at all reasonable hours. Copies of these 

 
1 Section 6 of the 1981 Act as modified by article 28(7) of the M5 Junction 10 Development Consent Order 2025. 
2 Schedule A1 to the 1981 Act as amended by article 28(8) of the M5 Junction 10 Development Consent Order 
2025 . 



documents can also be found online at: www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-
projects-list/m5-junction-10-improvements-scheme  
 

SCHEDULE 
 

Plot 
No. 

Description of Land 

5/4b 4631 square metres of agricultural land, east of Sheldon Nurseries and the M5, 
northwest of Laburnum, Elmstone Hardwicke 
 

5/4b(i) 867 square metres of agricultural land, southeast of Sheldon Nurseries and 
northwest of Laburnum, Elmstone Hardwicke 
 

5/4b(ii) 977 square metres of agricultural land and hedgerows, southeast of Sheldon 
Nurseries and northwest of Laburnum, Elmstone Hardwicke 
 

5/4b(iii) 111 square metres of agricultural land, southeast of Sheldon Nurseries and 
northwest of Laburnum, Elmstone Hardwicke 
 

5/11b 491 square metres of agricultural land, farm track and public bridleway (BR 
AUC1)), southeast of Sheldon Nurseries and north of Tewkesbury Road 
(A4019), Elmstone Hardwicke and Uckington 
 

5/31d 1148 square metres of agricultural land and hedgerows, north of Withybridge 
Gardens and east of the M5, Elmstone Hardwicke 
 

12/1e 2280 square metres of agricultural land, farm track and public bridleway (BR 
AUC1)), east of Withy Bridge and north of Tewkesbury Road (A4019), Elmstone 
Hardwicke and Uckington 
 

 
References to Plot numbers above refer to the plot numbers as shown on the Land Plans (as 
defined in Article 2 of the M5 Junction 10 Development Consent Order) and described in the 
Book of Reference (as defined in Article 2 of the M5 Junction 10 Development Consent 
Order)  
 
 

Appendix  
Definitions of “minor tenancy” and “long tenancy about to expire” 

 
Section 2(1) and (2) of the Act 

 
“long tenancy which is about to expire”, in relation to a general vesting declaration, means a 
tenancy granted for an interest greater than a minor tenancy, but having on the vesting date 
a period still to run which is not more than the specified period (that is to say, such period, 
longer than one year, as may for the purposes of this definition be specified in the declaration 
in relation to the land in which the tenancy subsists). 
 
“minor tenancy” means a tenancy for a year or from year to year, or any lesser interest. 
 
In determining for the purposes of this subsection what period a tenancy still has to run on 
the vesting date it shall be assumed –  
 

http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/m5-junction-10-improvements-scheme
http://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/highways/major-projects-list/m5-junction-10-improvements-scheme


(a) that the tenant will exercise any option to renew the tenancy, and will not exercise 
any option to terminate the tenancy, then or thereafter available to him; 

 
(b) that the landlord will exercise any option to terminate the tenancy then or 

thereafter available to him. 
 
 
Dated this 8th day of May 2026 

 
 
Sharpe Pritchard LLP 
Elm Yard 
10-16 Elm Street 
London WC1X 0BJ 
 
Solicitors for Gloucestershire County Council 
























