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Choosing A School

Over and above the usual questions about strengths of a school, some of the questions below may give you a feel for whether it would be the best school for your child. Children who have previously been in care may struggle with attainment or behaviour, and need a patient, flexible and empathic approach. The school may get fantastic results but if your child’s needs aren’t being met, this may not be the key thing to focus on.
Questions to consider asking:
· Does the school have any experience of children who are, or have been, in care? What can they tell you about support they have/can provide?
· Have school staff had any training on attachment/ trauma/ adverse childhood experiences?
· Does the school have experience of supporting the needs of children who have previously been in care?
· Who is the schools “designated teacher” for children in care and previously looked after children?
· Does the school have nurture groups or provide similar interventions?
· How would the school support the transition and induction of your child? E.g. Could this be phased?
· Would your son or daughter be able to be linked to a “key person” in the school, such as a mentor who would help them feel secure and be a key link with parents? Who might this person be and why?
· What sort of extra-curricular activities are available at the school?
· How flexible can the school be in adapting to the needs of the child?
· How does the school communicate with parents when difficulties or concerns arise with a child?
· What strategies does the school have for children who find it hard to make friends?
· What happens at playtimes e.g. are there any organised clubs, is there a “buddy bench” for children feeling left out where older children support younger children?
· Does the school have many children with Special Educational Needs?
· What sort of teaching style is most prevalent? How do they cater for children’s individual learning styles?
· How does the school help pupils who struggle with personal organisation?
· What are the school’s approaches to behaviour? Their behaviour policy should be available on the school website. 
· How does the school handle bullying?
· Are there breakfast /after school clubs, and what do these look like (if relevant to you)?
· How would they support learning in areas of the curriculum that may be difficult for a child who have previously been in care (family trees, projects that talk about when they were younger/a baby, celebrating anniversaries that might prompt unhappy thoughts etc )
· How does the school use funding from Pupil Premium to support students? 
School websites can be very informative. They should give information on school policies such as behaviour, pupil premium and how the school did in their last OFSTED inspection. 
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