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barbed wire and sheep netting was continually cut in 2019 and I persistently replaced it until we finally gave in as it 
was a risk for stock escaping. So we replaced it with a metal gate and welded this shut. People then cut through the 
hedge at the side of the gate, which had been stock proof, so they could get through there. Point 9.28 suggests 
there had been a gap at the side of the gate. This was not the case – it was a stock proof hedge. We then fenced that 
area aswell with sheep netting and barbed wire. This too was cut until we put a professional fence under tension 
around the whole field edge. As far as we are aware, there was never a footpath waymarker at this point as claimed 
on page 17 of the report. To suggest we as landowners tolerated walkers bypassing the gate (point 9.28) is quite 
ridiculous when there was evidence of the fence being cut many times a week and the hedge being cut back by 
people to allow access.  
 
Route E-F 
With the field coloured blue which we purchased in 2019, we were aware of walkers straying from the paths so 
decided to improve the correct routes for the rights of way before cutting off any existing routes used by walkers. 
We spent a lot of time and expense improving the paths and installing kissing gates to make access easy then tried 
to block the other routes. Point F was occasionally used to get to the Verney field but only at certain times of year as 
the field from F to K was full of brambles in the summer and very wet in the winter. There was never to our 
knowledge a gateway here but just a wooden barrier and step which was climbed. We let the step rot and tried to 
block the exit. There again was certainly no acquiescence. We received very negative responses from walkers when 
making requests to keep to footpaths and witnessed very aggressive behaviour from an individual cutting down a 
fence. This is not the behaviour one would expect if walkers feel they have been allowed to use a particular route. 
 
We thank you for taking the time to read this email.  
 
It would be much appreciated if there are any other cases in future, that the land owners be informed of an 
opportunity to put questions to the committee in advance of the deadline. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Uriah and Mrs Jane Godsell 





