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The Claimant Count is a measure of the number of people who are unemployed and claiming
benefits. From 1996 until the recent introduction of Universal Credit, this was based on the number
of people claiming Jobseeker’s Allowance. However, since its introduction some unemployment
benefit claimants will be claiming Universal Credit instead. To reflect this change, the Claimant
Count has been expanded to include people claiming Jobseeker's Allowance plus those who claim
Universal Credit and who are searching for work.

Gloucestershire is in the process of transitioning to full Universal Credit. This means a broader
span of claimants will be required to look for work than previously under Jobseekers Allowance.
As more people are brought within the coverage of Universal Credit, the Claimant Count is set to
rise noticeably over time. This will happen irrespective of how the economy performs and is a
feature of the design of Universal Credit which brings additional groups of people into ‘Searching
for Work’ conditionality (and therefore the Claimant Count), to help encourage and support these
claimants into work.

For more information about Universal Credit please see the ONS website.

The Claimant Count* in the County increased by 65
persons to 7,295 a rate of 1.9%.

Claimant Count* for GB, England & Wales, SW, Gloucestershire and Districts

Area Sep'19 Sep'19 Aug'19 Aug'l9  Monthly % Monthly
Number Rate Number Rate change  monthly change

change of rate

%

UK 1,176,950 2.8 1,163,945 2.8 13,005 11 0.0
GB 1,147,115 2.8 1,134,355 2.8 12,760 1.1 0.0
England & Wales 1,036,930 2.8 1,022,045 2.8 14,885 15 0.0
England 978,890 2.8 965,275 2.8 13,615 14 0.0
South West 69,110 2.0 68,800 2.0 310 0.5 0.0
Gloucestershire 7,295 1.9 7,230 1.9 65 0.9 0.0
Cheltenham 1,420 1.9 1,395 19 25 1.8 0.0
Cotswold 695 13 645 1.3 50 7.8 0.0
Forest of Dean 1,085 2.1 1,120 2.2 -35 -3.1 -0.1
Gloucester 2,240 2.7 2,255 2.8 -15 -0.7 -0.1
Stroud 985 14 940 1.3 45 4.8 0.1
Tewkesbury 870 1.6 875 1.6 -5 -0.6 0.0

Source: Office for National Statistics, Crown Copyright Reserved (Nomis)
Produced by: Strategic Needs Analysis Team, Strategy and Challenge, Gloucestershire County Council




The Claimant Count* in Great Britain increased by 12,760 persons to 1,147,115 a rate of 2.8%.
Gloucestershire’s Claimant Count* rate remained the same as last month at 1.9%.
Cheltenham, Cotswold and Stroud saw an increase in the estimated number of unemployed
claimants since last month, the Forest of Dean, Gloucester and Tewkesbury saw a decrease in
the number of unemployed claimants.

The number of males unemployed in the County stands at 4,185 (2.2%), which represents an

increase on last month. The number of females unemployed stands at 3,105 (1.6%), which also
represents an increase on last month.

* Numbers are rounded to the nearest 5 and may be revised.

The figures quoted above cannot be compared with:

1) the UK figure of 1.31 million unemployed at a rate of 3.9%. This is based on the
International Labour Organisation (ILO) definition of unemployment. It is obtained from an
ongoing national household survey and updated on a quarterly basis.

2) the seasonally adjusted unemployment claimant count (which includes claimants of
Jobseekers Allowance and Universal Credit) for the UK of 1.2 million at a rate of 2.9%.

NB: These figures cannot be replicated at a local level
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