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What is this pack for?
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We’re delighted that the Secretary of State for Transport Mark 

Harper has visited the A417, to see for himself the progress being 

made on the project and to meet the project team that are making 

it happen.

His visit comes as the project enters the next phase of construction 

and we have today published our latest newsletter, which provides 

a comprehensive update.

We'd appreciate it if you could share a project update on your 

comms channels and help us keep local people updated.

On the following pages, you’ll find lots of useful information to help 

you do this.

Note that this PDF is not for sharing, just the content included 

in it.



The following text can be cut and pasted and used in newsletters, web updates, etc. Photos to 

accompany this can be found on the following pages.

Text block

To view our latest 
press release visit:

https://nationalhighway
s.co.uk/article/national-
highways-welcomes-
secretary-of-state-on-
site-visit-to-celebrate-
next-phase-of-major-
a417-scheme/

National Highways welcomes Secretary of State on site visit as major A417 scheme enters next phase

As National Highways enters the next phase of construction on one of the Gloucestershire’s busiest road links – Secretary of State 

for Transport Mark Harper was welcomed onto site at the end of October for a guided tour and to see the progress so far.

The £460m landscape-led scheme is already on its way to delivering a safe and resilient free-flowing road while conserving and 

enhancing the special character of the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

The scheme will improve the connection between two dual carriageway sections of the A417 at Brockworth and Cowley, and links 

between the M4 and M5.

Upgrading this section of the A417 to dual carriageway, in a way that is sensitive to the surrounding Cotswolds Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty, will help unlock Gloucestershire’s potential for growth, support regional plans for more homes and 

jobs and improve life in local communities.

Having progressed preliminary construction works, including archaeology and biodiversity enhancements, the scheme will 

now look to the next stage of enabling works, which includes the widening of the A417 at Crickley Hill.

Once completed, the scheme will move to main construction in early 2024, which will see a new section of road built away from the 

current road, and earthworks at Ullenwood and Shab Hill junctions. The project is due to be completed in early 2027.

For all the latest project news visit National Highways' website and read its latest newsletter: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-

missing- link/
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Image can be 
viewed and 
downloaded 
from our website 
Resource pack:

www.nationalhig
hways.co.uk/a41
7-missing-link

More images are available via email at a417missinglink@nationalhighways.co.uk

National Highways Chief Executive Nick Harris, Cllr Mark Hawthorne, Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 

MP, Richard Graham MP, Secretary of State for Transport Mark Harper MP, Siobhan Baillie MP, 

Alex Chalk MP, Laurence Robertson MP, Kier CEO Andrew Davies.
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Newsletter

The latest newsletter can 
be shared and viewed 
here:
https://sway.office.com/7RX3F
RveqFpZox0a?ref=Link

We publish a monthly newsletter on our website which contains all the latest project updates and 

information.

https://sway.office.com/7RX3FRveqFpZox0a?ref=Link
https://sway.office.com/7RX3FRveqFpZox0a?ref=Link
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Timeline

The timeline can be viewed 
and downloaded from our 
website:
www.nationalhighways.co.
uk/a417-missing-link

As we enter the next phase of construction, we’ve published our latest project timeline. Here you can see 

when construction activities are scheduled to start. The project is due to be completed in early 2027.

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
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Scheme visualisations

The fly-through animation videos 
can be shared and viewed on our 
website: 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a41
7-missing-link

To help the public visualise the layout and the benefits of the new roadway, we published a series of fly-

through animations in November 2022. There is a long version on our website home page and a short 

version can be found in our Resource pack, linked below.

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link


Infographics
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We’ve produced animated infographics 
which focus on the benefits of the 
scheme and our environmental 
commitments.

These can be viewed and downloaded 
from our Resource pack here: 
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-
missing-link

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link


What the A417 Missing Link scheme means to you
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We’ve produced a series of videos, which reflect on why the A417 Missing Link project is so important and what 

the scheme means to local people. They can be viewed and downloaded from our website: 

www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
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Handouts

The handouts can be viewed and downloaded on 
our website: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-
missing-link

How we’re tackling climate change  

There are some useful handouts on our website, including a 2-page summary of the project, a 2-page 

summary of how we’re tackling climate change and a 1-page high-level summary of the construction 

programme. Please feel free to share them.

Project summary Construction programme summary

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link


Social media
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We posted the content below on our LinkedIn and X page (@NationalHways) on 27 October. Feel free to 

share. If you are tweeting or posting your own messages, please use the following hashtag: 

#A417MissingLink and tag us in.

*Please note timings may change slightly if we are dealing with an incident on the network

Content: Date Time

LinkedIn

We have welcomed Secretary of State Mark Harper MP onto our A417 scheme site 

today to mark its next construction phase, enabling works.

The scheme will improve the connection between two dual carriageway sections of the 

A417 at Brockworth and Cowley, and links between the M4 and M5. This upgrade is 

sensitive to the surrounding Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It will unlock 

Gloucestershire's potential for growth, supporting regional plans for more homes, as 

well as jobs, and improving life in local communities.

27/10/23 15:45

X/Twitter

We have welcomed Secretary of State Mark Harper MP onto our A417 scheme site in 

Gloucestershire today to mark its next construction phase, enabling works. The scheme 

will support regional plans for more homes and jobs and will improve life in local 

communities.

27/10/23 15:45



Further Information
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The A417 is a vital route that helps people get to work, to school, and to visit friends and 
family. We have developed a landscape-led road upgrade to improve safety, support the 
economy and ease congestion and pollution, making it more convenient for its regular users 
and improving the wellbeing of those who live nearby.

Safety on this stretch of the A417 needs improving to reduce accidents and associated 
fatalities. 

On an average day, the road carries approximately 40,000 vehicles and congestion can be 
frequent and unpredictable, causing some motorists to divert onto local roads to avoid 
tailbacks. This causes difficulties for neighbouring communities since local roads were not 
built to accommodate so much traffic.

With the number of homes and people in the area set to increase, congestion, delays and 
accidents will likely get worse if the current issues are not resolved. 

The A417 project will help facilitate 54,000 new homes and 370 hectares of employment 
land due to be created before 2031, providing opportunities for people live and work and for 
businesses to invest in the southwest. The need for a more reliable, safer road is greater 
than ever.

The A417 passes through the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty so the new 
road has been designed sensitively and with local stakeholder consultation to preserve the 
special character of the landscape, environment and history. 

The improvement will see Cotswold District Council remove the Air Quality Management 
Area designation in the necessary around Air Balloon Roundabout. 



What we’re 
doing and why?
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• We are building 3.4 miles 

(5.5 km) of new road

• It will reduce collisions and 

improve safety

• Reduce congestion, 

improving air quality

• Reducing rat running, 

improving public rights of 

way

• Unlock economic growth in 

Gloucestershire and beyond

This map can be viewed and 
downloaded from our website 
Resource pack:

www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a
417-missing-link

http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link


Useful links

15

To follow are some useful links:

Planning Inspectorate website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/a417-missing-link/

Our project website: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link

Email: a417missinglink@nationalhighways.co.uk

X (formally Twitter): @HighwaysSWEST

Highways England Customer Contact Centre: 0300 123 5000

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/a417-missing-link/
http://www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link
mailto:a417missinglink@nationalhighways.co.uk

	Slide 1
	Slide 2: What is this pack for?
	Slide 3
	Slide 4: Images
	Slide 5: Images
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9: Infographics
	Slide 10: What the A417 Missing Link scheme means to you
	Slide 11
	Slide 12: Social media
	Slide 13: Further Information
	Slide 14: What we’re doing and why?
	Slide 15: Useful links

