


What is this pack for?

We’'re delighted that the Secretary of State for Transport Mark
Harper has visited the A417, to see for himself the progress being
made on the project and to meet the project team that are making
it happen.

His visit comes as the project enters the next phase of construction
and we have today published our latest newsletter, which provides
a comprehensive update.

We'd appreciate it if you could share a project update on your
comms channels and help us keep local people updated.

On the following pages, you'll find lots of useful information to help
you do this.

Note that this PDF is not for sharing, just the content included
in it.

» national
2 highways




national
Text block highways
The following text can be cut and pasted and used in newsletters, web updates, etc. Photos to
accompany this can be found on the following pages.

National Highways welcomes Secretary of State on site visit as major A417 scheme enters next phase

As National Highways enters the next phase of construction on one of the Gloucestershire’s busiest road links — Secretary of State

for Transport Mark Harper was welcomed onto site at the end of October for a guided tour and to see the progress so far. _
© To view our latest

The £460m landscape-led scheme is already on its way to delivering a safe and resilient free-flowing road while conserving and press release visit:
enhancing the special character of the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). https://nationalhighway
- : : : . S.co.uk/article/national-

The scheme will improve the connection between two dual carriageway sections of the A417 at Brockworth and Cowley, and links .

highways-welcomes-
between the M4 and M5.

secretary-of-state-on-
Upgrading this section of the A417 to dual carriageway, in a way that is sensitive to the surrounding Cotswolds Area of site-visit-to-celebrate-
Outstanding Natural Beauty, will help unlock Gloucestershire’s potential for growth, support regional plans for more homes and next-phase-of-major-
jobs and improve life in local communities. adl7-scheme/

Having progressed preliminary construction works, including archaeology and biodiversity enhancements, the scheme will
now look to the next stage of enabling works, which includes the widening of the A417 at Crickley Hill.

Once completed, the scheme will move to main construction in early 2024, which will see a new section of road built away from the
current road, and earthworks at Ullenwood and Shab Hill junctions. The project is due to be completed in early 2027.

For all the latest project news visit National Highways' website and read its latest newsletter: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-
missing- link/
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National Highways Chief Executive Nick Harris, Cllr Mark Hawthorne, Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown
MP, Richard Graham MP, Secretary of State for Transport Mark Harper MP, Siobhan Baillie MP,
Alex Chalk MP, Laurence Robertson MP, Kier CEO Andrew Davies.

More images are available via email at a417missinglink@nationalhighways.co.uk
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Newsletter oAl

We publish a monthly newsletter on our website which contains all the latest project updates and
information.

A417 Missing Link update - October 2023

© The latest newsletter can
be shared and viewed
here:

https://sway.office.com/7RX3F
RvegFpZox0a?ref=Link
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Timeline
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As we enter the next phase of construction, we’ve published our latest project timeline. Here you can see
when construction activities are scheduled to start. The project is due to be completed in early 2027.

national
highways
A417 Missing Link

Construction timeline: start dates

Phase 1: Phase 2:
Enabling work Offline construction Online construction
Jct Autumn 2025 Spring 2026
=A417 Crickley Hill widening =New section of road build = Construction of crossings =Shab Hill junction construction =Connection of local road =A417 Crickley Hill HGV
»Earthworks for Ullenwood *B4070 to Birdlip realignment network to the new road crawler lane installed

and Shab Hill junctions =Repurposing of the old A417

@

Preparatory work
Vel 202 ~el lay 202 nn 4 Autumn 2025/ Early 2027

February 2023
early 2026 «Landscaping and planting

=Environmental mitigation «Site access work on the A436 = Reconfiguration of =A417 lane closure

«Archaeological investigations Cowley roundabout near Witcombe +Offline construction work ongoing -New section of A417 open «A417 fully open and in use
*Site setup and in use with roadworks

“Dates are subject to change

Q The timeline can be viewed
and downloaded from our
website:
www.nationalhighways.co.
uk/a417-missing-link
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Scheme visualisations oAl

To help the public visualise the layout and the benefits of the new roadway, we published a series of fly-
through animations in November 2022. There is a long version on our website home page and a short
version can be found in our Resource pack, linked below.

@ The fly-through animation videos
can be shared and viewed on our
website:
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a41
7-missing-link

—

= Travelllng eastbound
*""*from Gloucesters ~ =
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We’'re making We're making A417
journeys quicker Missing Link journeys quicker Missing Link
and more reliable. i and more reliable.

A417

Missing Link

We're making

We're improving G We're making the We're creating new A417
the road safer.

dJ Vissing Link Missir ink and improved Missing Link
connections. road safer. wildlife habitats. '

A free-flowing

Unlocking We’re reducing the We're planting lots of
road will help

We’re dualling ‘Mile-a-minute’ @
opportunities for gradient of the road native woodland,

3.4 miles of journeys will

single carriageway. become the norm. economic growth. grassland & hedgerows.

More T More 1 Mo
: S e
jobs visitors e

B R e

reduce accidents.

We’ve pledged to We have an @ We’ve produced animated infographics
leave biodiversity in ambitious plan to thiCh focug on the benefits ?f Ithe
. - scheme and our environmenta
a better place than rapidly decarbonise commitments.
where we found it road construction

© Thesecan be viewed and downloaded
from our Resource pack here:
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-
missing-link
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What the A417 Missing Link scheme means to you Prghways

We've produced a series of videos, which reflect on why the A417 Missing Link project is so important and what
the scheme means to local people. They can be viewed and downloaded from our website:
www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link

Sir Geoffrey Clifton-Brown MP i Andy Parsons — Steve Rich
The Cotswolds \

Cotswolds National Landscape Board J Operations Director, Creed

" 4 - . - " -
* 5 | — . Yt e i . % E o e
{ . ~\ » ~ — .

+ . » q ’ i
Clir Julian Lavington . ! | X David Owen Kathryn Haworth
Cowley Parish Council N | 4 Chief Executive of GFirst LEP ] Gloucestershire County Council

\

L V7
And it's so important because It's such a brilliant place to explore
it connects the M4 and the M5. and to visit and for people to come and enjoy.
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Handouts

There are some useful handouts on our website, including a 2-page summary of the project, a 2-page
summary of how we’re tackling climate change and a 1-page high-level summary of the construction
programme. Please feel free to share them.

national
highways

The national picture

‘The UK has committed to being

a net zero economy by 2050.

To deliver a net zero economy,

our roads must be net zero too - they are

10 see family, to travel to work and to deliver
goods around the UK.

‘We have an ambitious programme o

put roads at the hoart of Briain's not

Zero future and are taking fast action
nthreo araas 1o achieve: ,’?;

W not zero for our own operations by 2030

B et zero for maintenance and constnuction
by 2040

W net zero road user emissions by 2050

More information about our net zero highways

can be found at hitps://nationalhighways.co.uk/
highways/#plan

A landscape-led road improvement scheme

How we're tackling climate change

national
highways

A417

The Missing Link

The A417 scheme will upgrade the three-mile stretch of single
carriageway (known as the Missing Link) between the Brockworth
bypass and Cowley roundabout in Gloucestershire. This will improve
road safety and connectivity, support the economy, ease congestion

and reduce air pollution.

a0 conettod local peopla and workod

national
highways

A417
Missing Link
Construction programme

Construction of the A417 Missing Link will begin In 2023 and be

aboratively win jckors o deveiop a completed by early 2027.
landscape-iod hignways schoma that willtackio
Construction these issuse and daliver a safe and reeile

During construction, we wi rict
carbon educton targas of at leat
10% orour o 4%

fne with our Nt Zoro Highways Plan
L
Where possible we wi
® use renewable of low carbon energy
generation at constructon compounds

B use low carbon plant equipment
and vehicies

W use low carbon materials or materials that
absorb carbon dioxide

W use low carbon construction techniques

W source recycled or secondary materials
from the local area.

Operation and maintenance

How we're tackling climate change

The A417/ A419 15 an Important routo between
Gloucester, Cheltonham and Swindon that
helps connect the West Midlands and the
Rorth to the south of England via the MS and
M4 motorways. Frequent and unpredictable
levels of congestion at this location often
results In motorfsts, Including HGV drivers,
diverting onto smaller local roads to avold
fong delays.

In i phase, i Ko wit
2023 Theree o

Tners are also a higrer han average reccrded | We a1 Buking 3.4 s 55 k) of new sl Thi it howeve, bo
ollisions aiong this ree-milo stretch of road. In SAOU: BACH R K A S inetallesion of onlinuss.

. . @tog A417 et Crckey HI Wihbees of & sops envionmentl mitgaton ike anmal fancing. Alongeida i, the id A417 il b wmed nto
1ho f1ve yoars 1o e end of June 2010, hero woro. | 84 e asieting oad. The e beton o oud il Infate 2025 thomistng  BAOTO and aithecrossinge. now walking. cyling an hree g routs and
3 7 o Bl e St W 1 et o ey ; ;
43 comsions tha rosuod n personal nury veton s E il tako pace so

o it resutod T bt s s et oL 30 e conatucton ste AS17 a1 Crckley i wiltake place so that e o

untortunately recuted g

froo-flowing foadt whils Conseedng and echancng

actee of the

ectal Cotswoids Area of

there will temporary impact
a. e hy

d visit
This map shows how construction work will be phased

who will
o)

and temporariy impact motorists.

Preparatory work

Phase 2: predominantly online construction

Project summary

Construction programme summary

® The handouts can be viewed and downloaded on
our website: www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-

missing-link
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Social media
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We posted the content below on our LinkedIn and X page (@NationalHways) on 27 October. Feel free to
share. If you are tweeting or posting your own messages, please use the following hashtag:
#A417MissingLink and tag us in.

LinkedIn 27/10/23 15:45
We have welcomed Secretary of State Mark Harper MP onto our A417 scheme site

today to mark its next construction phase, enabling works.

The scheme will improve the connection between two dual carriageway sections of the

A417 at Brockworth and Cowley, and links between the M4 and M5. This upgrade is

sensitive to the surrounding Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It will unlock

Gloucestershire's potential for growth, supporting regional plans for more homes, as

well as jobs, and improving life in local communities.

X[Twitter 27/10/23 15:45
We have welcomed Secretary of State Mark Harper MP onto our A417 scheme site in

Gloucestershire today to mark its next construction phase, enabling works. The scheme

will support regional plans for more homes and jobs and will improve life in local

communities.

*Please note timings may change slightly if we are dealing with an incident on the network

12



Further Information

©

The A417 is a vital route that helps people get to work, to school, and to visit friends and
family. We have developed a landscape-led road upgrade to improve safety, support the
economy and ease congestion and pollution, making it more convenient for its regular users
and improving the wellbeing of those who live nearby.

Safety on this stretch of the A417 needs improving to reduce accidents and associated
fatalities.

On an average day, the road carries approximately 40,000 vehicles and congestion can be
frequent and unpredictable, causing some motorists to divert onto local roads to avoid
tailbacks. This causes difficulties for neighbouring communities since local roads were not
built to accommodate so much traffic.

With the number of homes and people in the area set to increase, congestion, delays and
accidents will likely get worse if the current issues are not resolved.

The A417 project will help facilitate 54,000 new homes and 370 hectares of employment
land due to be created before 2031, providing opportunities for people live and work and for
businesses to invest in the southwest. The need for a more reliable, safer road is greater
than ever.

The A417 passes through the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty so the new
road has been designed sensitively and with local stakeholder consultation to preserve the
special character of the landscape, environment and history.

The improvement will see Cotswold District Council remove the Air Quality Management
Area designation in the necessary around Air Balloon Roundabout.

national
highways




What we’re
doing and why?

We are building 3.4 miles
(5.5 km) of new road

It will reduce collisions and
improve safety

Reduce congestion,
improving air quality

Reducing rat running,
improving public rights of
way

Unlock economic growth in
Gloucestershire and beyond

This map can be viewed and
downloaded from our website
Resource pack:

www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a

417-missing-link
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To follow are some useful links:

Planning Inspectorate website: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/south-west/a417-missing-link/

Our project website:_ www.nationalhighways.co.uk/a417-missing-link

Email: a4l7missinglink@nationalhighways.co.uk

X (formally Twitter): @HighwaysSWEST

Highways England Customer Contact Centre: 0300 123 5000
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