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The Learning Environment: The Physical Environment
Continuous Provision 

What is continuous provision?
“To continue the provision for learning in the absence of an adult.” Alistair Bryce-Clegg
Continuous provision describes all of the different areas of provision which are available for children to use all day, every day, all year round. Within each of these areas of provision there should be a core range of resources and activities.
Things to consider
· Remember, your continuous provision should be informed and supported by your observations, planning and assessment of children. 
· Ensure you always consider the development levels of all children using the space.
· Consider auditing the resources that you always have available. What skills would you like children to master through repeated access to these resources? Use this to ensure you have everything you need. 
· Are the resources easily accessible to promote self-directed learning and independent decision making?
· Is the environment organised in a way that it inspires children to explore, interact and problem-solve? Are there enough open-ended opportunities to accommodate spontaneous learning opportunities?
· Plan how the continuous provision and enabling environment will support a child’s next steps.
· Think about the needs, interests and fascinations of your current children and which resources you have available to develop these.
· Consider appropriate placement of your learning areas e.g. how could you keep your wet and dry areas separate within your environment[image: ] so children can look after spaces well themselves?
· Do you have spaces which encourage children to work together as well as spaces for children to access when they are ready for quiet time? 
· Is the provision flexible and adaptable? Could it be easily changed as children’s needs and interests change?
What next? Remember to evaluate!
· Stand back and observe how children are using the continuous provision
· Look at which areas the children frequently access, and consider if there are any areas that are not being accessed?
· How do children transition between the areas/activities? Is it smooth or are there some challenges? Are there any signs of frustration from children? 
· Can you observe the characteristics of effective learning in children’s play whilst accessing the provision? 
· Do children have the skills and knowledge needed to engage with the environment without adult intervention?
· Think about what ‘enhancements’ could be added to further support children’s development
Examples of continuous provision
· Water, sand and sensory play
· A range of books / magazines / recipe books / story sacks / props and puppets
· A range of mark making tools and a variety of surfaces to make marks on e.g. different sizes of paper, chalkboards, wipe boards, wallpaper rolls etc.
· Large and small equipment for developing physical skills
· A range of jigsaws, puzzles and games 
· Construction / Block play / Duplo / Lego etc
· Small world resources 
· Role-play equipment relevant to the children’s interests and experiences 
· Real-life objects e.g. real food and packaging in the home corner, real telephones, keyboards, weighing scales etc
· Measuring equipment e.g. tapes, rulers, scales, measuring jugs, timers, clocks etc.
· Open-ended resources e.g. different size boxes, tubes, den making equipment
· Loose parts (natural or man-made materials) e.g. bottle tops, wooden curtain rings, pinecones, twigs, wood slices, leaves
· Treasure baskets
· Technology equipment
· Exploration equipment e.g. magnifying glasses, collecting boxes.
Top tips for inclusion
· Ensure your provision reflects the diverse needs and abilities of all the children.
· Ensure your environment allows all children to participate regardless of gender, abilities, language or background.
· Consider any adaptations that may be required to cater for the diverse needs of all children.








Helpful links and resources
Early Excellence: What is Continuous Provision and why is it important?
NDNA: Continuous-Provision
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Following children’s interests through the year
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