Guidance to support identification of levels of risk for EYMDT


	Child is not accessing Early Years Provision/Childcare

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	Child has previously been excluded from at least one setting and is currently without a placement in their pre-school year 

and/or

Parent is prevented from accessing  immediate/current  work/training/education commitments due to EY providers stating they are unable to care for their child with additional needs.  


	High
	Child has previously been excluded from at least one setting and is currently without a placement (not in pre-school year currently)

or 

Pre-school child is not accessing any setting for their EY entitlement due to lack of parental confidence in local provision

	Moderate
	Child eligible for A2YO funding is not accessing any setting for their EY entitlement due to lack of parental confidence in local provision

or

Pre-school child is not accessing their full entitlement of EY provision as the EY provider is  using funding flexibly to support additional needs 

	Low
	Child is temporarily on reduced hours with a clear plan to increase hours in line with the support strategies and interventions in place

	Placement at Significant Risk of Breakdown

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	Child’s behaviours have led setting and multi-agency input to agree exclusion is imminent

and

Setting have utilised all available support strategies and interventions and the child’s outcomes regarding behaviour are not being met, despite this support


	High
	Child’s behaviours have led setting and multi-agency input to agree reduced attendance to prevent exclusion 

and 

Setting have utilised all support strategies and the child’s outcomes regarding behaviour are not being met, despite this support 

and/or 

Patterns of behaviour suggest that placement breakdown is likely without additional support or intervention

	Moderate
	TAC has reviewed the interventions and advice from all available agencies and it is agreed that the placement is at risk of breakdown without additional support/input 

and

Impact of child’s behaviours is having a detrimental impact on other children accessing the provision 


	Low
	Whilst the child may be demonstrating challenging behaviours there is nothing that suggests there is a significant risk of placement breakdown at this time

and

Setting’s support strategies and interventions are proving effective at managing and supporting the child with their behaviour

	Child not making expected progress

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	Pre-school child’s attendance at EY setting is less than 20% and is impacting on their development and ability to engage in learning and play 

and

Child becomes significantly distressed at EY provision and, even with a reduced timetable of attendance and additional support, is not making expected progress

and/or

Pre-school child’s level of development is significantly lower than peers, (as evidenced by development/progress assessment tools) despite targeted and individual support to increase rate of progress.

	High
	Child’s attendance at EY setting is less than 50% and is impacting on their development and ability to engage in learning and play

and

Child becomes significantly distressed at EY provision and, even with a reduced timetable of attendance and additional support, is not making expected progress 

and/or 

Child’s level of development is significantly lower than peers despite targeted and individual support to increase rate of progress over a period of at least 12 weeks (children eligible for A2YO funding) 

and/or 

Pre-school child’s level of development is lower than peers despite targeted and individual support to increase rate of progress over a period of  at least 12 weeks. 

	Moderate
	Child’s levels of distress are reducing their rate of development, although small steps of progress are evident

and/or

Pre-school child is making small steps of progress with targeted and individual support over a fixed period of time 

	Low
	Child’s is responding to the interventions and strategies in place to enable them to make expected progress

	Parental Concerns regarding Child’s Emotional and Communication Skills 

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	Parent has had to stop working due to lack of EY provision and/or child’s levels of distress when attending

and/or

Parent is requesting immediate help to understand and support child’s emotional and communication needs and this is having a significant impact on their resilience to continue to parent

and/or

Parent has tried to engage other agencies to help with child’s emotional and communication needs but has not yet received any support .  This is impacting on the parent’s capacity to meet child’s needs.  

	High
	Parent is unable to access any breaks from caring, including EY provision,  due to the level of child’s needs

and/or

Parent is considering giving up work due to concerns regarding how current EY provision is able to support their child

and/or

Pre-school child is not accessing any EY provision due to parental concerns about how EY provision would support their child

	Moderate
	Parent is reporting the child’s communication and emotional needs are having a significant detrimental impact on their other children 

and/or

Parent is unable to consider returning to work due to concerns about how childcare provider will support their child


	Low
	Parent is engaging with services to identify and support their child’s emotional and communication needs

and/or

Parent has concerns regarding how EY provision can meet their child’s emotional and communication needs  and is working with the provider to address this

	Practitioners’ concerns regarding Child’s Emotional and Communication Skills 

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	Child’s levels of distress due to emotional and communication difficulties have led setting and multi-agency input to agree the setting can no longer meet need

and

Child becomes significantly distressed at EY provision and, even with a reduced timetable of attendance and additional support, is not making expected progress

and

Setting have utilised all available support strategies and interventions and the child’s emotional and communication needs are not being met, despite this support

	High
	Child becomes significantly distressed at EY provision and, even with a reduced timetable of attendance and additional support, is not making expected progress and the gap between child and peers is widening

and/or 

Pre-school child is unable to access EYFS or make progress despite setting support, training and targeted and individual support to increase rate of progress over a period of 12 weeks

	Moderate
	Pre-school child becomes distressed at EY provision and is on a reduced timetable of attendance to enable additional targeted support to be implemented 

and/or

Child is making small steps of progress with intensive interventions in place for a fixed period of time but this is not sustainable 

	Low
	Child is making progress in response to multi-agency interventions and support regarding their communication and emotional difficulties 

and/or

EY provider and parent are working together to support the child’s needs consistently across home and setting and progress is being made

	Concerns/Worries relating to the child’s home experience 

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	Child’s home experience is affecting their ability to remain in setting safely; they are unable to engage with support and concerns are such that intervention is required within the home

and/or

Parents/carers are not prioritising their child’s needs which is impacting the child’s development

	High
	Child is observed to be outside of their parents’ control and professionals have concerns that their experiences within their home are affecting their wellbeing.  In setting, however, they are able to respond to need.

and/or 

Parents are reporting difficulties within the home that are impacting on their ability to parent in the way they would like

	Moderate
	Child is observed to struggle with parental boundaries

and/or

Parent is struggling to implement parental boundaries or adapt to their child’s needs

	Low
	Setting has low level concern relating to the child’s home experiences however, with universal interventions, a reduction in concern could be achieved

and/or

Parents/carers are engaged with services and improvements are starting to be seen

	Overall level of concern

	Level of Risk
	Descriptor

	Imminent
	This should be a judgement made by the referring professional based on a balance of the responses provided to the individual risk factors detailed above.

	High
	This should be a judgement made by the referring professional based on a balance of the responses provided to the individual risk factors detailed above.

	Moderate
	This should be a judgement made by the referring professional based on a balance of the responses provided to the individual risk factors detailed above.

	Low
	This should be a judgement made by the referring professional based on a balance of the responses provided to the individual risk factors detailed above.
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