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Lost Railways of Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire
Background
Over the last 200 years we have witnessed an exponential change in transport systems and methods. Within Gloucestershire, and South Gloucestershire this is no exception. We’ve witnessed a drastic change to the number of railways and the subsequent services in operation across the county. 
Why have they disappeared? With the seismic growth of private car ownership in recent years, should they make a return? This guide will help you learn how to discover their stories, the impact of their loss, and potential hope for the future. Railways can play an important role in decarbonising our society, reducing the need for private vehicles and the added pollution and emissions these bring resultantly. 

What records are there and what information will they contain?
We hold a huge variety of records relating to the changing scene of transport. This is not an extensive list and is designed to act as a springboard into further research.
Removal and closures
· DC/NA/V/1/11 - Plan showing the route of the Thornbury to Yate railway line in 1970. This line now ends at Tytherington, with the Thornbury section now occupied by housing and new developments. The line is now only used for freight traffic to the quarry (1970). 

· GCC/ENV/1/3/3/4 - The re-shaping of British Railways, map showing services to be withdrawn, stations to be closed and alternative bus services. Dr Beeching left his mark of the state of the nation’s railways, and many communities lost their stations and branch lines as a result (1963). 

· D5749 (Collection) - Sheets of photographs of railways in the Forest of Dean and Gloucester area. This also includes photos of the Severn Railway Bridge. Built in 1872 this bridge was the first to successfully cross the Severn but was demolished in the 1960’s following a collision with two tankers (late 19th Century – 1963). 

· D2460/4/17/16 - Map and plan showing Severn Bridge Railway and Communications, showing many lines that have since disappeared including the Severn and Wye Railway, and the Bath to Mangotsfield railway. These lost railways, and especially the Severn Bridge network cut out many communities, forcing many to rely on private transportation.  

Impacts
· DA38/135/1/355 - Thornbury Rural District Council Clerk's correspondence file: Attempted restoration of passenger train facilities, Yate-Thornbury. Calls began to reopen this line only two years after the line closed to passengers in 1944. Residents wanted to see their railway and transport links return! (1946). 


· D2871/2/26 - Papers relating to closure of Bourton railway station - containing newspaper cuttings and reports of the time of the closure and its impact.  
Reopening/ and future proposals

· K2012/1 - Papers concerning possibility of reopening railway stations in Gloucestershire 

· RR84.8GS - New railway station for South Gloucestershire - the case for reopening Coaley Junction. This concerns the reopening of what was to become Cam and Dursley station between Yate and Gloucester 

· DA33/132/5/1 - Sodbury Rural District Council - Correspondence relating to the provision of train services throughout the district, which includes reports concerning the proposed reopening of the branch line from Yate to Mangotsfield in 1972 (1968-1973). 

Local Studies material held at Gloucestershire Archives offers a great gateway into secondary research on this topic. Some highlights include:

· GAL/G5/50081GS - The Rise and Fall of the Severn Bridge Railway, by Ron Huxley (2010).

· GAL/E2/51894GS - Lost Railways of Gloucestershire, by Stan Yorke (2009).

· B740/60276GS - Lost Railway Walks, by Julian Holland (2019).  

· GAL/G5/47189GS - Adieu with bangs and whistles - The last passenger rail service to Tewkesbury station, by Sam Eedle (2009). 

· MR1.167GS - Lost in the fog - On the 50th Anniversary of the Severn Railway Bridge Accident in 1960 the author looks at the rise and demise of this railway landmark, by Graeme Bickerdike (2010). 

Lost Railways and Stations to explore 
Below are some starting points for lines and stations to explore further within our collections. To search our collection try searching either the name of the line, the area they were in, or the stations on the line. 
· Ledbury - Gloucester (Daffodil Line)
· Yate - Thornbury 
· Chepstow - Monmouth Troy (Wye Valley)
· Berkeley - Cinderford (Severn Bridge & Severn & Wye)
· Tetbury Branch Line
· Stonehouse and Nailsworth Railway 
· Cheltenham - Stratford-upon-Avon - Birmingham (Honeybourne line)
· Gloucester Eastgate Station 

[bookmark: _Hlk177042436]How to Find the Records
To view a list of records in a collection please use our online catalogue, which can be found on our website at: https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ 

Use the references given above as your search terms if you are trying to locate these examples or explore these collections further. If you want to search for other documents or collections relating to this angle of transportation, try using key words such as ‘station’, ‘railway’, ‘line’, etc. You may then add further terms to further specify your search. You can also refine or sort your search by other search categories, such as date created.  

For more guidance on using our online catalogue please see the Help page and FAQs or watch our YouTube tutorial.

Know Your Place
Know Your Place have digitised various historical maps of Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire, which can be compared with a modern 2019 basemap to view changes in the landscape. Using these maps, you can track former railways lines and see what how the areas have changed in developed since their closures. 

Further resources and websites 

Rail Map online - historic transport maps - This online mapping tool will help you track lost railways across the whole of the UK and Ireland. It will show historical and modern overlays, allowing you to trace former lines and stations, and other railway architecture of interest.  

Disused Stations - An invaluable resource to explore disused stations across the UK. 

Have something to bring to the Archives? 
We are always looking to grow and develop our collections for Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. If you have any material surrounding lost railways and the impacts they brought, and are either interested in depositing it with us, or looking for guidance of how to look after your collections, visit Adding to our collections | Gloucestershire Archives
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