Gloucestershire Children in Care achieving
their full potential conference

12th November 2025

School Attendance in Gloucestershire

Andrea Jordan — Education Inclusion Lead with strategic
oversight for attendance
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Introduction
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Department
for Education

Working together to
improve school
attendance

Statutory guidance for maintained
schools, academies, independent
schools and local authorities

August 2024

(\ CHILDREN'S
- COMMISSIONER

Attendance is everyone’s
business

Children’s Commissioner’s submission to the persistent
absence inquiry

February 2023
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“Before Covid, | was all abou
getting the kids into school.
Education was a major thing. After
Covid, I'm not going to lie to you,
my take on attendance nov@ﬂl&_ 1
don'’t really care anymore.
Life’s too short.”

LI

Listening to, and learning
from, parents in the
attendance crisis

September 2023
Dr Sally Burtonshaw
& Ed Dorrell
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in partnership with: Impefus
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Gloucestershire Primary school absence
compared to National

Overall Absence Rates: Primary Schools
% possible sessions missed
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Persistent Absence Rates: Primary Schools
% pupils missing 10% or more of possible sessions
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Severe Absence Rates: Primary Schools
% pupils missing 50% or more of possible sessions
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Excellence

Absent Rates, and the
percentage of pupils who
are classified as Persistent
or Severe Absentees in
Primary schools in
Gloucestershire, are lower
than the national
equivalents

Gloucestershire

1 N N N S N E—
COUNTY COUNCIL




Gloucestershire Secondary school absence
compared to National

Overall Absence Rates: Secondary Schools

% possible sessions missed

® Gloucestershire @ National
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Persistent Absence Rates: Secondary Schools
% pupils missing 10% or more of possible sessions
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Severe Absence Rates: Secondary Schools
% pupils missing 50% or more of possible sessions
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Secondary schools in
Gloucestershire perform
better than nationally for
overall absence rates and
persistent absence rates.

Gloucestershire
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Gloucestershire Primary FSM gaps compared

to National

Absence for FSM Not eligible and FSM eligible pupils in Primary schools in England and Gloucestershire between 2017/18 and 2023/24

Overall absence rate 2017/18 2018/19 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24
Gloucestershire FSM Not eligible 3.8% 3.6% 2.7% 5.5% 4.9% 4.7%
FSM eligible 6.7% 6.2% 6.1% 9.1% 8.0% 8.8%
| Diference] -29%|  26%| _ 34% 36%  41%| _ 4.1%]
National FSM Not eligible 3.8% 3.6% 2.9% 5.5% 5.0% 4.6%
FSM eligible 6.3% 6.0% 6.1% 8.5% 8.5% 8.1%

Overall Absence Rates: Primary Schools, Pupils Eligible for Free School Meals

% possible sessions missed
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8.91%

Absence Rate

o5 every day
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Excellence

Pupils who are eligible for
Free School Meals miss
more school than their
non-FSM eligible peers.

The gap in Gloucestershire
Primary School Absence
and PA rates, whilst
showing no increase from
2022/23 to 2023/24, is
wider than national

=rGloucestershire

1 N N N S N E—
COUNTY COUNCIL




Gloucestershire Secondary FSM gaps
compared to National

Absence for FSM Not eligible and FSM eligible pupils in Secondary schools in England and Gloucestershire between 2017/18 and 2023/24

Overall absence rate 2017/18 2018/19 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24
Gloucestershire FSM Not eligible 5.1% 4.7% 4.1% 7.6% 7.5% 7.3%
FSM eligible 10.9% 10.3% 10.6% 15.7% 16.0% 15.8%
| Difeencel _.58% __56% ___65% ___81% ___85% __.85%
National FSM Not eligible 5.0% 4.8% 4.5% 7.6% 7.3% 7.1% . .
FSM eligible 9.2% 9.2% 9.6% 13.8% 14.4% 14.3% Gaps in Gloucestershire
Secondary School absence
Overall Absence Rates: Secondary Schools, Pupils Eligible for Free School Meals rates fo re I |g| b I e / non-
% possible sessions missed .. . .
@ Cloucestershire @ National eI |g| ble pu pl IS are W|der
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Gloucestershire Primary SEN gaps compared

to National

Absence for SEN and Non SEN pupils in Primary schools in England and Gloucestershire between 2017/18 and 2023/24

Overall absence rate 2017/18 2018/19 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24
Gloucestershire SEN (EHCP or Support) 5.7% 5.5% 5.6% 8.4% 8.4% 8.3%
No Identified SEN 3.8% 3.6% 2.7% 5.7% 5.0% 4.8%
| iference] _19% 19% 286 27| 3% _ 35%]
National SEN (EHCP or Support) 5.7% 5.6% 5.8% 8.2% 8.1% 7.9%
No Identified SEN 3.9% 3.7% 3.2% 5.9% 5.4% 5.0%

@ Gloucestershire @ National
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Overall Absence Rates: Primary Schools, Pupils with Special Education Needs
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Absence Rate

Pupils who have some
identified special
education need miss more
school than pupils with no
identified SEN

The gap in Gloucestershire
Primary School Absence
rates follows the same
pattern as national but is
wider
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Gloucestershire Secondary SEN gaps

compared to National

Absence for SEN and Non SEN pupils in Secondary schoolsin England and Gloucestershire between 2017/18 and 2023/24

Overall absence rate 2017/18 2018/19 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24
Gloucestershire SEN (EHCP or Support) 5.1% 4.8% 4.3% 8.1% 8.0% 7.8%
No Identified SEN 8.2% 7.7% 8.7% 12.9% 14.0% 14.5%
| Diferencel _31%] _29% _44%| _48%] _60%] ___67%
National SEN (EHCP or Support) 5.1% 5.1% 4.9% 8.3% 8.1% 7.9%
No Identified SEN 8.0% 8.2% 9.1% 12.9% 13.6% 14.1%

Overall Absence Rates: Secondary Schools, Pupils with Special Education Needs
% possible sessions missed

@®Gloucestershire @ National
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For Special Education Need
(SEN) pupils, the gap
between those with SEN,
and those without, is
widening in Secondary
Schools and is larger than
the national difference
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Provisional Primary Data 2024/25

Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District

Authorised Absence Rate @ Unauthorised Absence Rate .
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Provisional Primary FSM data 2024/25

Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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Provisional Primary SEN data 2024/25

Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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Provisional Secondary data 2024/25

Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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Provisional Secondary FSM data 2024/25

Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District

@ Authorised Absence Rate @ Unauthorised Absence Rate All Gloucestershire
Secondary School
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Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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Provisional Secondary SEN data 2024/25

Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District

@ Authorised Absence Rate @ Unauthorised Absence Rate All Gloucestershire
_ Secondary School SEN
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Absent Rates (% possible sessions missed) by Base Type and District
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All Gloucestershire Secondary School
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