
 
 

Gloucestershire Local Access Forum, 
Notes of Meeting  

Thursday 23rd February 2023, 1.30pm to 4pm 
 

Robinswood Hill Country Park, Gloucester 
 
 

Present: Alison Williamson (Chair), Richard Holmes (Vice-Chair), Charlie Morriss, Jacky German, 
Sue Ellis, Alan Shelley 
 
Officers in attendance: Nicola Chidley (Principal Public Rights of Way Officer) & Frank Dorrington-
Ward (Area Public Rights of Way Officer – South Cotswolds); Suzanne Hopes (Area PROW  - 
North Forest and Gloucester) 
 
Other attendees: Alan Bently (Lunchtime for WCAP update); Meyrick Brentnall GWT;  
 
Apologies: Nic West, Cllr Robert Vines, Cllr Wendy Thomas, Paul Lockley 
 
Members not attending: Katie Jarvis 

 
Item Topic Actions 
1.  

 See above 
 
 
 

2.  Declarations of Interest:  Alison Williamson stated that she has a professional 
interest in several Definitive Map cases. CM was working on DMMOs within a few 
GCC Parishes.   

 

3.  Meyrick Brentnall of the Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust. MB having been a Town 
planner and worked on various other projects is now the Severnside Officer for the 
GWT. His project is to establish the Severnside Nature Park in Gloucester that will 
include Alney Island and that GLAF have visited on past occasions. From Ebenezer 
Howard’s first designs for Garden Cities and Abercrombie inventing the idea of 
Greenbelt it has been recognised how important access to greenspace and 
wildspace is for the health of local inhabitants. The 1949 National Parks and Access 
to the Countryside Act included further measures to set up and protect Country 
Parks and Access.  With No statutory definition of Nature Park or Eco Park the aims 
are to encourage biodiversity, improve landscape, enable access and increase the 
contribution towards climate resilience as well as flood alleviation. The Gloucester 
Nature Park has been set up by partners including The City Council, Enovert 
(Landfill) and Severn Trent Water as well as GWT. It is included in the Draft 
development Plan of the City Council, funded by Severn Trent as well as the UK 
wide Prosperity Fund (Levelling up) and other capital grants and other partner 
funding. MB showed us the Opportunity Map of the area including the former 
landfill, wetland and woodland pastures (grazing with trees) – a vision of how the 
Nature Park could work to improve access using existing PROW, Severn Way, new 
permissive paths and guided walks. The Community Payback Team had been 
helping by clearing the path at Helmsdale Road and replacing stiles with kissing 
gates. Long term the project is looking to provide biodiversity net gain using the 
Habitat Regs to achieve carbon offsetting and mitigating the adverse effects of 
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development. In answer to points raised by GLAF members MB assured that the 
underused little-known paths on Alney would form part of the promotion and 
marketing for the Eco Park including guided walks, booklets and information 
boards. The GLAF were invited for a walk in a years’ time to see how the project 
had progressed. That the Brunel bridge was now listed and hence protected from 
demolition, that the solar and wind energy would assist the financial sustainability of 
the eco park.  GLAF thanks MB and plan to revisit Alney Island in June 2024. 
The possible availability of having a GWT member on the GLAF was raised. 
MB would be happy to circulate the map once leaflet was published. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
NC 
NC 
NC (MB) 

4 Notes of last meeting October 20th 2022 
Approval and amendments 

3.1 The notes were agreed as correct except addition of ‘too’ to item 3 
regarding radar gate keys availability.   

3.2 AW signed & dated the corrected notes.  
Matters Arising 

3.3  NC to ask Jed at Centrewire about the auto gates LOWRA system no 
update. 

3.4 Arrange a future trip of GLAF to Aston Rowant Gate centre 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 Review of Notices and Consultations received by GLAF 
 It was expressed that the locally based felling licences didn’t need to be circulated. 
Other more general consultations to continue to be circulated. 

 
NC 

6 Don’t Lose Your Way/ Restoring the Record – Update and review of DMMO 
Statistics 

- CM updated GLAF that he had completed the initial cataloguing of Quarter 
Sessions Order Books which will be extremely useful for the research into 
lost ways as well as future DMMO. 

- Thanks, and compliments to Karen in Highway records for her update and for 
persevering with the archived DMMO applications.  

- Could we have an update next time on her contact with Oxford re their 
methodology and whether it could apply in GCC.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NC (KP) 

7a Access to Old Kemble to Tetbury Railway Line update 
- Update Next Meeting   

 
 

7b A417 Missing Link and Designated Funds Project  
- Some preparatory works have started on 417 with a few paths affected by 

archaeology works. A Business partner meting to be held on 6th April 2023. 
- Alan Updated the GLAF on the designated Funds project over the lunchtime. 

There were 36 suggested project sites which were being assessed by the 
working group and scored. The next step was to identify those that could be 
progressed to include in detailed design and delivery bid. The feasibility 
study to be submitted by end of March will feed the bid for next stage. 
Projected funding over next two years is likely to be in the ranger of £400k. 
To include delivery of accessibility and surface improvements, addition of 
new routes to link up previously severed and include counters and onward 
monitoring of the success of the projects.   

 

8 3 Choirs, Wysis and Gloucestershire Ways (Promoted paths handed to RH). 
- Stakeholder group to manage and monitor the routes. Group - Daniel 

Hughes, Richard Holmes and Gerry Stewart meeting following week at 
Maisemore VH with the Council partners (GCC, MonC, WorcCC. To discuss 
surveys, how to deal with issues and next steps. 

- Cicero to republish the Guidebooks  

 
 
 
 

9   Rights of Way Improvement Plan Refresh  
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- No progress on this. Four areas to be strengthened – Accessibility, PPO 
Guidance, Development and Enforcement 
 

10 Any Other Business 
- Brunel Bridge – is there any funding towards its repair and reopening? 
- Extra PROW funding proposed for 23/24 – to be confirmed but expected 

each Area officer to have £20k to allocate in their area for repairs and 
improvement (From £10k this year).  

- WCHAR – Walking and Cycling Horse riding Assessment and Review – Phil 
Hackett of BHS ought to be at proposal stage for any LCWIPS and active 
travel improvements. GLAF to support a letter to GCC Officer. Detailed 
design of any Active Travel Routes ought to be multiuser this includes the 
spine route and any connecting routes. 

- The Status of the Railway Path – update – the Creation Order was left in 
abeyance due to objections from Woodchester. NC to explore other 
solutions. 

- An item on Radio Gloucestershire by Margaret Reid – Head Warden on 
Womens Walking Group was interesting including increasing the ethnic 
diversity of walking groups. Invite to talk to GLAF 

- GLAF Membership – ask GWT if they could support a member; Does Katie 
wish to continue her membership; is there a mountain bike Group who would 
be interested?  

- Bourton to Kingham Line – Cotswold DC given £10k for feasibility study. RH 
was he on formal consultation list? GLAF support his being on there.  

- RH to attend CTAP on 7th June include on agenda. National Trails UK new 
charity to raise funds. CNL producing audio guides for Children and families; 

 

 
NC 
 
NC 
 
NC 
 
 
 
 
NC 
 
 
NC 
 
 
NC 
 
 
NC 

 Date of Next Meeting Thursday 22nd June 2023 
The meeting closed at 4pm. 

 

   

  
Signed………………………Chair of GLAF; Dated ………………………  
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Item 6 

 

 


