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——Witcombe Farm occupies an excellent position close to the
markets at Gloucester and is suitable for dairying and for the
raising of young stock and sheep. There are about 21 acres of
orcharding and the pasture land is of good quality and well
supplied with water.

“This lot is let on an anaual Lady-day tenancy to Mr H. Paget at a reat
of £219 4s. 0d. a year and the cottage is let to Mr Berry at a reat of £8a year
making a total rental of £227 4s. 0d. a year,

This lotis subject to tithe rent charge amounting according to the tithe
apportionment t0 £25 14s. 0d. a year and to a land tax of £1 16s.0d.

The Corparation of Gloscester bave a right of way over the roadway “wr
« X and make a payment of 10— a year fo % ; fenant of Witcombe Farm and also

supply materials in respect of the maintenance of the road.

The water supply to the farmbonse and buildings is obtained by means of a
service pipe from the main coming from Witcombe Park. The purchaser of this
Jot Thall maintain such service pipe from its connection with the main and shall have
the right to enter wpon lot 2 for the purpose of maintaining or rencwing the pipe so
far as it passes throngh that lot on payment of compensation fo the awner of Jot 2
for any damage done by the excercise of such right.

The water supply to the two cottages shown on No. 20 on the sale plan is obtained
[from the tank and pump Jorming part of lot 1, and the owners or oceupiers shall
bave the right to a continuance of such supply from this souree 50 far as it is available.

The purchaser of this lot in respect of the rights mentioned shall pay to the owner
of Witcombe Park a rent of L6 a year.

A culvert from the roadside difch passes through Nos. 22 and 24 on the sale
plan and throngh part of lof 1, being No. 21 on the sale plan, and providss a supply
of water for the field, No. 24, and the adjoining field on lot 2, No. 6. The
purchaser of this ot shall maintain the culvert or other works in connection
therewith so far as it is situate on his land or on part of lot 1, making good all
damage caused on that lot. _

A right of way not exceeding 18 f#. in width is reserved for the owner of Wit-
combe Wood for the removal of timber over the roadway shown on the sale plan
approximately between the points “T” wpgn « e« <X by a red broken
Jine. N tinsber shall be hauled out of the wood on to this lund but the right of
way shall be used for loaded timber only.  The owner of Witcombe Wood shall
make good any damage done by the removal of timber or pay conpensation in lied
thereof.

The purchaser of this lot schall maintain the boundary fence between this lot
and the woodland adjoining, the property of the vendor.
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GREAT WITCOMBE PARISH MEETING

The local administrative body for the civil parish of Great Witcomb
Chajrman: Trevor Buxton, B.Sc.(Hons), C.Eng., M.L.Mech.E.
The Round House, Great Witcombe, Nr. Gloucester, GL3 4SP

re: Foc (N

Vice Chairman: Mrs. Celia Hicks Beach

2" November, 2005

«Namel» ' ’ }
«Namie2»

«Name3»

«Named»

«Address1»*

Dear Parishioner(s),

re: Public Right of Way — Application for Modification

An official application has been made to Gloucestershire County Council for a Modification Order to
add a length of public footpath to the Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way.

The application, made by Dr. Nick Gilbert, is to add what the GCC term “a footpath through
Witcombe Farm, which runs from Witcombe Farm Lane” [by the Severn Trent entrance junction] “in
a generally South to South-Westerly direction for approximately 200m to its junction with the existing
public footpath AWG4” [by the stile near the reservoir overflow]. “This is marked A to B on the

enclosed map”. . :

GCC say further that “Modification Order applications have to be supported by evidence that the
claimed route is a Public Right of Way or that it carries the rights that are claimed. There are two sorts
of evidence — user and documentary. User evidence may be submitted when the public has walked or
ridden a route for a continuous period of twenty years or more as of right: in this case, the applicant
has supplied evidence of use” [by a number of people]. Documents supplied by GCC do not show the
route in question to be a Public Right of Way at this time and the understanding is that it never has

been so designated.

Gloucestershire County Council have written to me to say that their Rights of Way Committee will
consider and decide upon the matter, “solely on the basis of the available evidence”, to be submitted
in a report - including comments made on behalf of Great Witcombe Parish Meeting. I have been
asked to make those comments on behalf of our Parish and, being of the opinion that it would not be
right for me to do so purely off my own bat, I must ask each and every one of you to let me know your
own views. In the same way as I deal with Planning Applications, I propose to submit a summary of
all views expressed, but without revealing the names or particular viewpoints of anyone contributing
to those opinions. You may, of course, write directly to the Committee, but you may expect to find
your letter is then considered to be open to general inspection.

I am concerned to avoid colouring your views in any way but would suggest that you have to weigh
the following factors:

1. A Public Right of Way confers a right upon anyone — local or otherwise —to walk along
a footpath so designated at any time they choose. The land owner has no right to restrict
anyone in any way, provided they remain on the designated path. The user may take a
pram, pushchair, or wheelchair, where it is practicable to do so, and a dog (which must be
under close control, especially near livestock, and also strictly confined to the footpath).



Cycling is not permitted. Any obstruction may be removed or circumvented sufficiently
to allow passage without trespass. It is the responsibility of a user to take his or her litter
away. A user may halt on a footpath to rest, sit down, look at views, or take photographs.

2. Where no legal Right of Way exists, a footpath user must leave if requested to do so by
the land owner or his/her representative. At the same time, a landowner may, at his/her
own discretion, give permission to use the footpath to anyone they choose: obviously,
he/she may remove that permission, again at his/her own discretion, particularly if such
permission is abused.

Dr. Gilbert and his supporters feel that such an attractive and convenient route should be open for use
by anyone, including people outside the Parish or immediate area; they submit that this has been the
case in the past. Use of the route should not be left solely at the discretion of the landowner. They also
feel that the stile on footpath AWG4, near the reservoir, presents particular difficulties —
unsurmountable for some users.

Mrs. Hicks Beach and Witcombe Park Estates feel that they must be allowed to retain control over
usage of a route which they say is not an actual footpath but a private drive and farmyard and which
passes through the middle of both residential and active business premises, with implications
regarding insurance, privacy, animal, equipment and user safety. Since it has never been a Public
Right of Way, anyone using it in the past should only have been doing so with their permission or that
of earlier landowners and any possible implication, intended or otherwise, of upgrading an existing
“footpath” is misleading. They are concerned about the all-embracing nature of Public Right of Way
status which, they feel, leaves them vulnerable to unknown users for 24 hours a day when adequate
alternative footpath access to the reservoir area already exists - which may be au gmented in needy
cases by their discretionary permission.

Would you all please consider your own attitude very carefully, bearing in mind both sides of the
problem, and let me know your opinion by completing an accompanying reply slip, each of which
will be found inside a named reply envelope, folding and returning it, sealed in that envelope, to me at
The Round House by Monday, 21*' November at the latest, so that [ can make a fair and justifiable
reply to Gloucestershire County Council by their specified deadline. They may be returned by just
dropping them through The Round House letterbox, or by post. Upon receipt, each unopened
envelope will be checked by myself for authenticity against the Electoral Roll: later, all envelopes
received by midday, 21¥ November, will be opened, the envelopes discarded, and the folded, unread
reply slips put aside for counting and retention. By this method, no-one will know how anyone else
has voted but the retained slips will be available for record purposes.

[ look forward to receiving your replies and thank you for your anticipated cooperation,

Yours sincerely,
For Great Witcombe Parish Meeting,

Trevor Buxton,
Chairman

If your name appears at the top of this letter, without a note to the contrary, this
signifies that it also appears on the current Electoral Roll and that you are legally
entitled to vote at any Great Witcombe Parish Meeting or for any Parish Survey.



10.

“Those wishing to enjoy the beautiful scenery are no threat to the estate and
certainly as I get older, the simple access to walk through is appreciated”,

“ cannot see any justification for opening up a new public footpath from A to B
on the map for any user at any time of day or night. To my mind there are
adequate footpaths in the said area, that provide areas for people to walk and
enjoy the views etc. If it did happen I feel it would be an open invitation to
burglars and access for people to get to the reservoirs for swimming and

vandalism”,

“Improving the stile on the footpath AWG4 would be very easy and may go some
way to resolving the problem”,

“Considering there are already three public footpaths to the reservoir, I don’t see
the need to mess up someone’s property with yet another one”,

“It has never been the case that this route has been used in the past”,

“There seems to be ample footpaths already”,
“This is a private drive through a farmyard and should remain s0”,

“There are adequate walks around the area without impinging on peoples’ privacy
who live there. The reservoir would be open to people who may misuse it, and
could create problems if people swim there”,

“I do support the notion that the footpath through Witcombe Farm should be a
public Right of Way. This is notwithstanding the (reasonable) concems of
Witcombe Park Estate.

My decision is influenced by (but not entirely dependent upon) the fact that the
path across the muddy fields, AWG4, the styles referred to, including the need to
scramble up a steep muddy and brambled bank to reach the path over the reservoir
is wholly unacceptable as an alternative to the new proposition. Had the former
been maintained and made easier, the new proposition might have attracted less
merit — but the Estate is evidently hostile to ramblers even those recognisable as
local residents! If only the Estate management understood this!”

“T have walked the public footpaths of Great Witcombe for 21 years. This
includes walking through Great Witcombe farm yard. I have continued to walk
through the farm yard with my children and pet dog when the other routes to the
reservoir have )

a) unruly horses blocking my way,

b) severely flooded, churned up fields,

¢) overgrown and difficult to negotiate styles.
The reservoirs are in an area of outstanding natural beauty and I feel nobody

should be denied access to them”.

“Thank you for your letter concerning the public right of way application. Our
views on the matter are that we feel we are very fortunate and privileged to live in
this relatively unspoilt environment. It is with great concemn that we anticipate



problems from this proposed action, not least, vehicle parking and litter for which
there are no facilities.

Even with limited access through Farm Lane we have experienced theft,
aggressive behaviour and as we recall more seriously injury to animals. All this
from a yob culture this country now produces at a prolific rate. This being a fact
of modern day living, why any local people would want to jeopardise this very
special place is beyond our belief. Therefore, we are rigorously against the
proposal.

We should add that this is not a selfish attitude to take, for the genuine walker .
with good intentions there is existing access to the area in question, in our view
the alternative holds to high a price to be considered”.

All the above were received as a result of my letter asking for individual opinion and they
are retained on file if verification is required. The last three items, 8, 9 and 10, are letters,
where I should feel it necessary to obtain the permission of the authors if their origin was

sought by anyone.

As you might expect, I also received much correspondence (including photographs) from
both Dr. Gilbert and Mrs. Hicks Beach, putting their points of view; I should imagine you
will have received similar copies. [ do not consider these to be part of my general request
for a vote on the matter; however, they, too, remain on file.

I trust that you will consider that the foregoing gives you an overall picture which truly
reflects the views of the Parish as a whole.

If you feel you need further input, I shall do my best to oblige,

Yours faithfully,
for Great Witcombe Parish Meeting,

Trevor Buxton,
Chairman.
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How to getto
Witcombe Reservoirs Nature Reserve

Witconibe Reservoirs arémnear Brockworth, Gloucester. Foilow the OLD A417 fo the Twetve

Bells Pub, turn right for Birdlip - Do not take cars beyond farm entrance. Footpaths always .

open but pe:mﬂ neededfmm ‘[rust +'or rest.of Reserve.
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