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Dear provider,

Happy New Year! We hope you all managed some rest time with family
and friends.

It was lovely to wake up to a crisp frosty morning on Tuesday, with many
areas of the county experiencing snow! If we are lucky enough to see
further snow do take the opportunity to play outside. Many of the children
may not have seen snow before!

https://news.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk/BFD9E02CE55870D00632BF8C0632C90003EC2B8FBD76864EBD78CCA1359B8D11/VIB?ii=1
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/


Unfortunately, we have heard of some practitioners that were poorly over
the festive period. Staying well during the winter months can be a
challenge when working in early years.

Please see the ‘winter update’ information to support you to stay well. 

Early Education and Child Development team

Ofsted inspection framework

As you know the latest Ofsted inspection framework started to be used

on 10th November 2025. There has not yet been many inspections in the
county using the toolkit but we hope to share information with you
regarding the process as we find out more.

Please continue to read through and take note of the documents listed
which will guide and support you through your next inspection.

Remember from April 2026 Ofsted will return to inspections every 4
years.
·       EYFS statutory framework for group and school-based providers
·       Early years foundation stage statutory framework for childminders
·       Early years inspection toolkit
·       Early years inspection operating guide for inspectors: for use from
November 2025 - GOV.UK
·       Early years inspection information: for use from November 2025 -
GOV.UK

Over the last 2 years the Quality Leads have been out visiting all early
years providers across the county.

As part of the Quality Improvement team offer we aim to offer a face-to-
face visit to all those registered with Ofsted within a 2-year cycle that
started in January 2026.

If you require support before one of the Quality Leads get in touch with
you, please email the Quality inbox
EarlyYearsQuality@gloucestershire.gov.uk

https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/jaxpdrgg/cyp-winter-update.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c024cb8c6d992f23edd79c/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_-_for_group_and_school-based_providers.pdf.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6874e14383d39f474eb7d373/Early_years_foundation_stage_statutory_framework_for_childminders_.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c15c7f8c6d992f23edd81a/Early_years_inspection_toolkit.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/early-years-inspection-operating-guide-for-inspectors-for-use-from-november-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/early-years-inspection-operating-guide-for-inspectors-for-use-from-november-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/early-years-inspection-information-for-use-from-november-2025
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/early-years-inspection-information-for-use-from-november-2025
mailto:EarlyYearsQuality@gloucestershire.gov.uk


GSCP webinar with Dave Jones

Before Christmas Dave Jone hosted a webinar that covered the
escalation of professional disagreement protocol.

If you did not manage to attend the session, which took place on

Thursday 11th December please do listen to the recording.

https://youtu.be/tHF6djbnVOk

Early Years Inclusion Champion Award 
We are excited to announce the launch of our Early Years Inclusion
Champion Award!  

Please see the here for more details.

Training & Meetings - Book now!

Sensory Integration Occupational Therapy training (SIOT) – Play to
Ignite Development - 15/01/2026 -  4:00 -6:00pm - Kingsway Primary
School, Valley Gardens, Gloucester, GL2 2AR  Book here

Childminder Network Meeting - 19/01/2026 - 7:00 - 8:00pm  - Online
via TEAMS  Book here

Childminder Play Session - 20/01/2026 -  9:30am - 12:00noon  -  The
Beacon Children's Centre, Valley Gardens, Gloucester, Gloucestershire,
GL2 2AR  Book here

Sensory Integration Occupational Therapy training (SIOT Level 1) –
22/01/2026 - 4:00 - 6:00pm - Longford Park Primary Academy, Clock
Tower Road, Gloucester, Gloucestershire, GL2 9FP  Book here

SENCO in the Early Years - 22/01/2026 & 29/01/2025 (2 day course) -
9:15am - 3:00pm - Shire Hall, Westgate St, Gloucester, GL1 2TG   
 Book here

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FtHF6djbnVOk&data=05%7C02%7CEarlyYearsQuality%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Ce9d5ea875b4448300b5008de38d15cb4%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C639010669686084142%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AiDVh1jutxm3bIn0LKOThrPovuvvHj%2FfidVYetJ%2F8IU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/media/bc0mjqz3/eyic-award-launch.docx
https://businesssupportservices.org/Event/265299
https://businesssupportservices.org/Event/272176
https://businesssupportservices.org/Event/282679
https://businesssupportservices.org/Event/265142
https://businesssupportservices.org/Event/276905


Sensory Integration Occupational Therapy training (SIOT Level 1) –
29/01/2026 - 4:00 - 6:00pm  | Scheduled | WIN26SIOTL1-04 | Early
Years | Severnbanks Primary School (Naas Lane, Lydney,
Gloucestershire, GL15 5A  Book here

Sensory Integration Occupational Therapy training (SIOT Level 2) –
Practical strategies: sensory processing in the Early Years
02/02/2026 - 4:00 - 6:00pm - Kingsway Primary School, Valley Gardens,
Gloucester, Gloucestershire, GL2 2AR.  Book here

Every Child a Talker (ECAT) ‘how to use the ECAT monitoring tool’
training - online - 03/02/2026  - 4:00 - 5:30pm - Book here

Leaders and Managers Network meeting - 04/02/2026  - 1:00 - 3:30pm
- Gloucester Farmers Club, Agriculture House, Greville Cl, Sandhurst Rd,
Gloucester GL2 9RG Book here

Sensory Integration Occupational Therapy training (SIOT Level 1) –
05/02/2026 - 4:00 - 6:00pm - Kingsway Primary School (Valley Gardens,
Gloucester, Gloucestershire, GL2 2AR  Book here

Total Communication Training in the Early Years - This training is
provided in house at your setting.  

You can now book Total Communication in the Early Years through
GCC+.  To do this you will need to log into your setting's GCC+
account.  Go to the search bar on the home page, and type in Total
Communications and press the search key.    

You will then see the link for the Total Communications for you to book.  

(Please note – if you search in the ‘training section’ or the ‘services’
section, you won’t find it.  It must be searched for in the home page
search and the search key pressed).  NB - If you just press enter, it
won’t find it.

Once you have booked and checked out your training, you will be
contacted by an EY Inclusion Advisor to arrange the date and time for the
delivery of your course.  If you have not heard from us within 2 weeks,
please contact the EY Admin Team: eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk.

https://businesssupportservices.org/Event/265144
https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/Training/pBookingScheduled.aspx?id=265258
https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/Training/pBookingScheduled.aspx?id=279781
https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/Training/pBookingScheduled.aspx?id=268002
https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/Training/pBookingScheduled.aspx?id=268034
mailto:eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk


Please note:  Most training and all events (excluding some meetings)
are subject to a charge. Please check the price when you make your
booking. If you are in any doubt, please email
eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Please refer to the cancellation policy for your event, as charges may
apply. 

CANCELLATION POLICY

2 weeks before the training course is due to take place – 100%
refund

Less than 2 weeks before the training course is due to take place –
0% refund

If GCC cancels a training course, we will issue a refund
automatically.  If you paid by credit card, the refund will be paid
back to the same card.  If you paid by invoice, you will receive a
credit note.

If you need to cancel your place on a training course within two
weeks of the course and there are special circumstances, please
contact eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk and we will consider
your request on a case-by-case basis.

Gloucestershire County Council, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester
GL1 2TJ
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