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	Early Years environment audit tool
This tool can be used to reflect upon your provision’s physical, temporal and social and emotional learning environment

	Name of Provider:
	 

	Date completed:
	

	Completed by:
	

	The physical environment

	
	Yes
	No

	P.1
	Do you regularly review your environment to ensure it reflects the needs of your cohort? 
	
	

	P.2
	Is the environment safe, secure, and well-maintained?
	
	

	P.3
	Is the environment organised so practitioners can easily supervise children visually?
	
	

	P.4
	Is the environment accessible to all children and adults?
	
	

	P.5
	Are all 7 areas of learning supported within your environment?
	
	

	P.6
	Does your continuous provision support learning to take place without an adult? 
	
	

	P.7
	Do you have a range of resources? e.g. open-ended, sensory 
	
	

	P.8
	Are your resources stored and organised to support children’s independence? 
	
	

	P.9
	Does the environment provide opportunity to take managed risks? 
	
	

	P.10
	Are learning zones arranged so activities do not interfere with each other, and are not frequently interrupted?
	
	

	P.11
	Do you have a calm, quiet space for children to access when they feel overwhelmed? 
	
	

	P.12
	Are displays at children’s height to enable them to support children’s learning?
	
	

	P.13
	Are displays of children’s own work, or reflective of their current activities? 
	
	

	P.14
	Do displays and resources support the diversity of the cohort? 
	
	

	P.15
	Do children have regular opportunities to access the outdoors every day, including free flow where possible?
	
	

	P.16
	Does your outdoor environment offer unique opportunities to children, that differ from your indoor environment? 
	
	

	The temporal environment “the flow of the day”

	
	Yes
	No

	T.1
	Do you offer a consistent, but flexible, daily routine? 
	
	

	T.2
	Do you support children’s awareness of the daily routine? E.g. discuss during group times 
	
	

	T.3
	Do you use visuals to support children’s understanding of routines and transitions?
	
	

	T.4
	Are you aware of ‘waiting’ periods for children during transitions and make adjustments to reduce these? 
	
	

	T.5
	Do you offer regular opportunities for movement, and rest? 
	
	

	The social and emotional environment

	
	Yes
	No

	SE.1
	Do you have photographs of your children and staff team displayed for children to see? 
	
	

	SE.2
	Does every child have a special place for their belongings (peg/drawer etc)? 
	
	

	SE.3
	Do you have welcome posters in all the languages children use displayed in the setting? 
	
	

	SE.4
	Are your ‘golden rules’ for behaviour displayed visually to the children? 
	
	

	SE.5
	Do you support children’s understanding about how to keep the learning environment tidy, and how to look after their resources? 
	
	

	SE.6
	Does the environment allow for children to be able to choose their own activities?
	
	

	SE.7
	Are children able to return to activities later in the session/week?
	
	

	SE.8
	Do you display children’s artwork? 
	
	

	SE.9
	Do you have a range of resources available to support children’s emotional development? 
	
	

	SE.10
	Are there places where children can sit and talk together?
	
	

	What next? Consider…  

	· using the environment information handouts 
· using the OAP – Ordinarily Available Provision 
· contacting the early years advice line 
	· requesting a supportive visit from the Early Years Quality Team by emailing EarlyYearsQuality@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
· requesting support from the Early Years Inclusion Team
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