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Dear Childminders, 

Welcome to your August Newsletter.

I cannot believe it is August already, I hope you are enjoying the school
holidays and will get a break at some point.  

Sorry, this is a very full newsletter!

In this newsletter there is the long awaited new EYFS, and an Ofsted
session to discuss the changes.  There is information about another
session by Ofsted discussing the changes to the inspection framework
and details about a new Gloucestershire project to provide Short Breaks
for disabled children.  There are the next few Childminder network
meetings and latest training offer from the Stronger Practice Hubs,
including a free introduction to Makaton and a new sign up for direct
mailing from the Department for Education.

EYFS Statutory Frameworks

Effective from September 2025.

EYFS Statutory Frameworks

Ofsted Updates and Changes to the EYFS
- 2025

Date 23 September 2025  Time 19:00 - 20:30 - Online
Ofsted Early Years Senior Officer Champa Miah will be delivering a short
presentation about changes in 2025.

Ofsted Updates and Changes to the EYFS

Ofsted Webinar about the Renewed
Inspection Framework for Childminders

https://www.businesssupportservices.org/Event/273623


Date Wed, 17 September 2025  Time 19:00 - 20:00 - Online
Ofsted will publish its renewed inspection framework in September. This
webinar will set out how inspections will be carried out from November
2025.
Register for this webinar to:
•  hear about the changes firsthand from Ofsted
•  get a clear understanding of the upcoming changes and how they
affect you
•  have your questions answered.
Please note that spaces are limited. The session will be recorded and
available afterwards.
This webinar is particularly relevant to childminders.

Register: Ofsted Webinar about the Renewed Inspection
Framework for Childminders

Short Breaks

Gloucestershire County Council are looking at Short Breaks to see how
we can improve the offer across Gloucestershire and we would like to
hear your thoughts!

Short Breaks are services designed to give families of disabled children a
chance to rest, recharge, and spend time with other family members,
while their child enjoys safe, engaging care and fun activities. These
breaks can take place during weekends, school holidays, or even
overnight. We’re exploring whether there’s scope for childminders like
yourselves to be involved in offering these valuable services. If you have
experience or interest in working with disabled children, or would like to
learn more, we’d love to hear from you and explore how you might be
part of this rewarding initiative. Please complete this expression of
interest and we will be in touch:

Expression of Interest - Childminders: Have Your Say
Gloucestershire

Childminder Network Meetings (Teams)

14 August 2025, 7.00-8.00pm, online via TEAMS (Free) - Changes to the

https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5865803723204382809
https://haveyoursaygloucestershire.uk.engagementhq.com/childminders-expression-of-interest?preview=true


EYFS from September 2025.

Book: 14 August - Changes to the EYFS

15 September 2025, 7.00-8.00pm, online via TEAMS (Free) - Climate
Action Plan.

Book: 15 September - Climate Action Plan

14 October 2025, 7.00-8.00pm, online via TEAMS (Free) - New
Inspection Framework.

Book: 14 October - New Inspection Framework

19 November 2025, 7.00-8.00pm, online via TEAMS (Free) - Adult
Education (GCC).

Book: 19 November - Adult Education (GCC)

Please use the opportunity to attend the Network meetings, which are all
free, or they may drop to termly events.

Please note;  Most training and all events (excluding some
meetings) are subject to a charge. Please check the price when you
make your booking. If you are in any doubt, please email
eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk

Please refer to the cancellation policy for your event, as charges
may apply. 

CANCELLATION POLICY

2 weeks before the training course is due to take place – 100%
refund

Less than 2 weeks before the training course is due to take place –
0% refund

If GCC cancels a training course, we will issue a refund
automatically.  If you paid by credit card, the refund will be paid
back to the same card.  If you paid by invoice, you will receive a
credit note.

https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/v3/Training/Detail/272165
https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/v3/Training/Detail/272169
https://secure2.sla-online.co.uk/v3/Training/Detail/272171
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnews.comms.gloucestershire.gov.uk%2F279845EAFC14938AD6EC2BAD32EAFD9B04207D4A75518BEC1855FFC96E31BC48%2F7C17F476B312AAB1E7C4454793768DC3%2FLE35&data=05%7C02%7Ceyservice%40gloucestershire.gov.uk%7Cf91b789952494c1a1ac808ddb8b0b158%7C5faec75464e340149bcce72fc73ba312%7C0%7C0%7C638869791206923139%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BW4UlkwLr8XAsHuPz%2BGXmwmVhAcF%2Bs%2BD27RF%2FAae3eY%3D&reserved=0


If you need to cancel your place on a training course within two
weeks of the course and there are special circumstances, please
contact eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk and we will consider
your request on a case-by-case basis.

Stronger Practice Hub Events - Bristol
Early Years Teaching Hub

The Stronger Practice Hub has a number of training sessions:

Stronger Practice Hub Events - Bristol Early Years Teaching
Hub

Early Years Nutrition for Childminders 

Date 18 September 2025  Time 18:00 - 20:00
Venue Virtual Event Organiser Bristol & Beyond Stronger Practice Hub
Price Free

Early Years Nutrition for Childminders

Introduction to Makaton for Childminders 

Date 15 October 2025 Time 18:30 - 20:30
Venue Virtual Event Organiser Bristol & Beyond Stronger Practice Hub
Price Free

This session will explore the basics of effective, authentic, meaningful
interactions with children in the early years. We will cover what makes for
quality interactions: the way we use our body and voice, how we listen,
pause, and reflect on children’s learning with them, how we can deepen their
thinking, provoke new learning, and delight in the children’s fascinations. We
will use the quality interaction checklist to learn more about how to develop
good practice, as well as guidance from the EEF Evidence Store.   

Introduction to Makaton for Childminders

Provider sign-up for email updates for early

mailto:eyservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk
https://beyth.co.uk/sph/events/


years

Local authorities can now encourage early years providers to sign up for our
new email updates. These emails will share the latest announcements,
guidance, and news from the Department for Education on early years
education reforms and childcare expansion.

Please share the sign-up link or the flyer below with providers in your area:

Sign-up link for email updates: Childcare Choices

Nannies: What you Need to Know - Ofsted:
Early Years

Did you know that if you’re already registered as a childminder with Ofsted, you
can also operate as a nanny using your current registration.



All you need to do is contact Ofsted to let them know that you want to start
providing this type of care. They’ll then send you an updated certificate. You
can email Ofsted from the email address they have on record.

Easy Explainer: Early Years Funding Rates -
GOV.UK

Each month Childminding UK, create an engaging and
informative blog designed to assist childminders and early years practitioners in
navigating the complex and ever-evolving landscape of their profession.

Answers to common questions about funding can be found here:

1.       What are the early years funding rates?
2.       How is the early years budget determined?
3.       How are the local authority hourly funding rates determined?
4.       Are these the final funding rates for providers?
5.       Why do the hourly funding rates vary so much by age?
6.       What costs do the hourly funding rates cover?

Easy Explainer: Early Years Funding Rates - GOV.UK

Childminding UK - New Training Course

Beyond Registration: Growing and Thriving as a Childminder
Date Wednesday 13 August 2025  Time 19:00 - 20:45

Just registered or finding your feet as a new Childminder? This inspiring
virtual course is your next essential step – full of expert guidance, real-life
advice, and supportive insight to help you move from registration to confident,
capable practice. Stay informed, stay compliant, and most importantly, stay
reassured!

Beyond Registration: Growing and Thriving as a Childminder

mailto:enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk?subject=Update:%20registered%20childminder%20wanting%20to%20work%20as%20nanny
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-funding-2025-to-2026/easy-explainer-early-years-funding-rates
https://childmindinguk.com/assets/Blogs/keeping-children-safe-online.pdf




Thank you for reading and I hope you find the Childminder Newsletters
informative and useful.  Please email Caroline Vans with any questions. 
Alternatively, if you need something more urgent, please email the Early
Years Quality Team.

Gloucestershire County Council, Shire Hall, Westgate Street, Gloucester
GL1 2TJ
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