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SUMMARY: 
PROOF OF EVIDENCE OF: 

Karen Pearman 
Highway Records & DMMO Team Leader 

Gloucestershire County Council  

Title of Order: 
S53 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 

Definitive Map of Public Rights of Way for Gloucestershire 
(Additional Length of Footpath at Witcombe Farm) 

(Parish of Great Witcombe) Order 2009 

Planning Inspectorate Reference: 
ROW/3354782 

1. The Proof of Evidence has been prepared by Karen Pearman, Highway Records &

DMMO Team Leader at Gloucestershire County Council (“GCC”), in support of the

confirmation of the Definitive Map Modification Order entitled "Additional Length of

Footpath at Witcombe Farm (Parish of Great Witcombe) Order 2009".  The Order seeks

to record a public footpath on the Definitive Map between points A-B-C-D (as shown on

the Order plan) at Witcombe Farm, Great Witcombe.

2. The application was submitted in September 2005 and supported by 49 Public Path

Evidence Forms claiming long-standing public use of the route.  Although GCC's

Commons and Rights of Way Committee initially declined to make an Order in 2007, the

applicant successfully appealed.  In January 2008, a Planning Inspector directed GCC

to make the Order, which was subsequently made in March 2009.  A single objection

was received from the Landowners' representatives and remains unresolved, leading to

the present Public Inquiry.

3. The case is considered under Section 53 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and

Section 31 of the Highways Act 1980.  The relevant period for consideration of presumed

dedication is 1981 to 2001, ending when notices challenging public use were considered

to have been first erected on the route.






