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Curriculum
What is your curriculum?
Your curriculum consists of everything you want children to experience, learn and be able to do in the time they are with you. 


What does the EYFS tell us about curriculum? 
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Description automatically generated]The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework’s Educational Programmes provide high level curriculum summaries which set out what should be taught within each area of learning. It is up to individual providers to build on and expand these to decide what they intend children to experience, learn and be able to do and ensure their learning is meaningful.
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Description automatically generated]Leaders and practitioners decide how to implement the curriculum, through a range of activities and experiences so that children make progress in the 7 areas of learning. Leaders and practitioners evaluate the impact of the curriculum by checking what children know and can do.
You can also use non-statutory guidance documents to support you to design an effective curriculum, such as the ‘Development Matters’ government curriculum guidance for the EYFS.


How to design your curriculum
When designing your curriculum it is important to consider the three I’s:
Intention - what do you want children to learn?
Implementation - how will you make this happen?
Impact - how will you know it is working?

Your curriculum should be unique to your setting, context, children, families, and community.  This handout does not therefore include any templates for a curriculum, however we do have some ideas available on our website from some Gloucestershire providers who have kindly given permission to share their curriculum models.

The following page from the Gov.uk ‘Help for early years providers’ website may be helpful when exploring your curriculum design: Curriculum planning


Template for team conversation about your curriculum
	
	Reflective Questions 
	Discussion Point 

	The Big Picture
	· What are the overall aims, values, and approach of the nursery?
· How will the curriculum be suitable for the children, their families, and the local community?
· How will the curriculum be ambitious for every child? 
	

	Content
	· What do we want the children to learn?
· Is this consistent with the educational programmes set out in the EYFS?
	


	Approach 
	· How will we help children to learn (pedagogy)?
· How will we ensure all children are health and developing personally, socially, and emotionally?
· What routines will prove the right type of care, reassurance, and atmosphere for learning?
· How will we arrange and manage the learning environment to ensure that all children can access and benefit from what we offer? 
· How will we make best use of Early Years Pupil Premium to support the learning of disadvantaged children?
· How will we make sure any plans we make are flexible and open to individual children’s interest? Will we be able to make the most of unexpected opportunities which may arise? 
	





	Assessment
	· How will we check that children are learning what we want them to?
· How will we make sure we notice learning that we were not necessarily expecting?
· How will we prioritise assessment in the here-and-now (formative assessment)?
· How will we make sure we act quickly on formative assessment to help children’s learning? 
· How will we manage assessment at key points (2-year-old developmental check)?
· How will we ensure that assessment procedures don’t take practitioners away from the children for extended periods of time? How will we avoid unnecessary workload? 
	


	Evaluation 
	· How will you check that the curriculum is working, and prioritise what needs improvement?
· How will we check that the curriculum is effective in preparing children for the next phase of their learning?
· How will we gather and consider feedback from children, practitioners’ parents, and others? 
	



What does Ofsted share about curriculum?
	The Ofsted Inspection Handbook tells us…
· When making a judgment, inspectors will consider the extent to which the provider plans, designs, and implements the curriculum. Curriculum intent and implementation should be embedded securely and consistently across the provision.
· Inspectors do not require providers to provide their curriculum planning in any specific format. They will not ask to see any documentation other than that set out in the EYFS. 
· Inspectors will complete a learning walk to provide an opportunity for leaders to explain how they organise the provision, including the aims and rationale for their curriculum.
· Inspectors will discuss with leaders and practitioners what they intend children to learn, know and do as a result of the curriculum they offer and evaluate how well these intentions are met, ensuring the curriculum is ambitious for all children. 
· Inspectors will gather evidence about the quality of care, teaching and learning by evaluating practitioners knowledge of the EYFS curriculum.
· Inspectors will evaluate evidence of the impact of the curriculum, including on the most disadvantaged children.
· Inspectors will use evidence gathered from discussions, observations, and joint observation to help judge the overall quality of the curriculum provided for all children. 
What does ‘Good’ look like?
· Leaders adopt or construct a curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give children, particularly the most disadvantaged, the knowledge and cultural capital they need to succeed.
· The provider’s curriculum is coherently planned and sequenced. It builds on what children know and can do, towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for their future learning.
· The provider has the same ambitions for almost all children. For children with particular needs, such as those with SEND, their curriculum is still ambitious and meets their needs.
· Children benefit from meaningful learning across the EYFS curriculum.
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