










FactFile
Pen and 
ink

This is a picture of a desk 
wih an ink well

Victorian children would 
have had a little ink well like 
this one on their desk, to dip 
their pen in. The design made 
it more difficult for the ink to 
spill if it was knocked over. 

Make your ink

Looking for berriesLooking for berries

First of all, look for some berries. You First of all, look for some berries. You 
may have some in the freezer, or you may have some in the freezer, or you 
could ask ann adult to take you berry could ask ann adult to take you berry 
picking. Dont eat a berry you are not picking. Dont eat a berry you are not 
sure about!sure about!

Keeping your inkKeeping your ink

Empty spice jars like this one work Empty spice jars like this one work 
well for storing the ink – but don’t tip well for storing the ink – but don’t tip 
anything out without asking! anything out without asking! 

You will need:

•	 A big handful or two of berries 
(blackberries, elderberries, or 
blackcurrants work well)

•	 A small spoonful of vinegar
•	 A small spoonful of salt

Method:

•	 Push the berries through a strainer 
so you are left with just the juice

•	 Mix everything together and put 
your ink in a jar or small container. 
Keep it in the fridge – but it will only 
keep for a few days



Make your dip pen
You will need:

•	 Plastic straws
•	 Sharp scissors 
•	 Someone to help with the cutting if 

you need it. 

Method:

•	 Cut the bendy section off the straw
•	 Cut one end of the straw at a 45 

degree angle
•	 Follow the steps below to cut the 

nib of the pen to the shape you need

Top tip!
Make the slit in step 3 quite 
short. 

This is what your pen might This is what your pen might 
look like when finishedlook like when finished

It is always best to choose 
paper rather than plastic. But 
for this exercise, a paper straw 
goes soggy in the ink. So on 
this rare occasion, we  
recommend you choose a  
plastic straw. 

Do try to reuse / recycle your 
plastic straws once you are 
finished

Practice makes  
   perfect

We had to make a few pens 
until we got one that worked 
well. You might need to do the 
same!



Victorian portrait

Use your pen and ink to draw a picture of yourself in 
Victorian school uniform


