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Background
Woodlands are an incredibly important resource, and their correct protection and management is essential to their continued survival. Throughout Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire, we have seen a drastic change not only in the way these woodlands are managed, but also in their continued disappearance over the last few centuries. Finding and learning more about lost woodlands can be tricky as information often needs to be pieced together from different sources. It is hoped this guide can act as a guide to help your search and ultimately help you to discover not only what was lost, but the impact that has had the landscape and the ecosystems surrounding them. 

What records are there and what information will they contain?
Historical Maps can give a useful overview of lands owned by individuals that will often depict woodlands owned. Some examples include: 

· D2700/QB17/5/2 -Contains a map of Lower Woods, showing the number of acres in each wood. This is one of the ancient woodlands of Gloucestershire, and a great historical insight.

· CC/4/882/2/1 - County map showing areas of woodland protected by tress preservation orders, dedication covenants and Forestry Commission ownership (1960)

· D9668/2/4/6 - Map of the Ebworth Estate (Painswick) with coloured areas of woodland (1921)

· D674b/P59 - Estate of Sir Charles Pole, showing buildings in block plan, including village of Wick Rissington, woodland, names of adjoining landowners, field names, acreages (1802). 

Estate records -Giving details of the ownership and management of woodlands by the various large estates present throughout Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire: Some examples include:

· D2026/A1-3 - Estate records from the Bond family of Newland, showing how private woodlands were managed in the late 17th and early 18th century. In particular A2 & A3 (1253-1738). 

· D540/E50 -Management of Woodlands on the Hatherop estate, an interesting insight into woodland management into the late 19th and early 20th century (1871-1948). 

· D2176/2/5/1 – Notes on the history of the estate woodlands [by Morgan Philips Price], which details the plans, planting costs, measurements of trees, and notes on the history of the estate’s woods in Tibberton (1906-1971). 

Deeds, sales particulars from solicitors, estate agents and auctioneers’ collections/ These are a great way to find details about former and current woodlands in the area. Use the terms ‘woodland’ and ‘sale’ together in the catalogue. Some examples include:
· D4890/Box 4/25 -Woodland in Aylburton, Lydney (31a.), with plan and signed contract of sale (1894)

· D2935/2 (part) Sale by William Higgs to Samuel Brode of a piece of woodland next to the north side of Woodmancote wood and two acres of Whitmore hill, Colesbourne (7th October 1611)

· D9668/3/1/2/45 -Correspondence relating to the felling and sale of conifers from the woods at Ebworth (1995-1996)

Other Archive material that will be useful in discovering more about woodlands are: 
· D3921/VII/2/2/1 – Papers by DR C E Hart, OBE (verderer and historian) concerning ancient woodlands in Gloucestershire (1935-1979) 

· K882/6 - County map showing areas of woodland protected by tree preservation orders, dedication covenants and Forestry Commission ownership (c.1960)

· D12187 (Collection) - Geoffrey Waygood of the Forest of Dean, forester.  Maps, plans, photographs, press cuttings, research notes, surveys and reports relating to forestry, conservation, forest lodges, and local history in the Forest of Dean (16th century - 2000s). 

Local Studies material held at Gloucestershire Archive offers a great gateway to secondary research on this topic. Some highlights include: 

· B227/41109GS -Forestry Commission Census of Woodlands & Trees.  An excellent survey taking stock not only of the timber resources but also the current environmental state of Gloucestershire’s woodlands. Contains tables, diagrams, charts, and plates (1979-1982).

· LR6.14GS - Woodlands of the Lower Wye, published by the Wye Valley AONB Unit. Showing the origins, history and management of the woodlands (2007).

· KR3.23GS - Revised inventory of Gloucestershire’s ancient woodlands, showing the Stroud and Dursley valley (1988). 

[bookmark: _Hlk177042436]How to Find the Records
To view the records and documents we hold at Gloucestershire Archives, use our online catalogue which can be found on our website at: https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ Use the references given above as your search terms if you are trying to locate these examples or explore these collections further. You can also refine or sort your search by other search categories, such as date created.  

For more guidance on using our online catalogue please see the Help page and FAQs or watch our YouTube tutorial.

[bookmark: _Hlk181268142]Know Your Place  
Know Your Place have digitised various historical maps of Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire, which can be compared with a modern 2019 basemap to view changes in the landscape. It’s a great tool for finding lost woodlands and examining their changes over the last century and beyond. To get you started here are some lost woodlands that the Green Pledge Project team have discovered:
Wolfridge Wood - Alveston (Formerly in Olveston) -Viewable on the 1840’s Tithe, 1st/2nd/3rd edition and 1921-1943 revised edition OS Maps
Ridge Wood - Almondsbury - Viewable on the 1840’s Tithe, 1st/2nd/3rd edition and 1921-1943 revised edition OS Maps
Pinnock Woods - nr. Temple Guiting - Viewable on the 1840’s Tithe, 1st/2nd/3rd edition OS Maps https://ww3.gloucestershire.gov.uk/GROTithe/TitheSearch.aspx 

Have something to bring to the Archives? 
We are always looking to grow and develop our collections for Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. If you have any material surrounding woodlands in Gloucestershire or South Gloucestershire and are either interested in depositing it with us, or looking for guidance of how to look after your collections, visit Adding to our collections | Gloucestershire Archives

Podcasts from the Green Pledge Project
This guide was put together by the Green Pledge Project team. Also, as part of the project, we have created podcasts, meeting people from across our area, sharing stories from the past and the present, and imagining what our future could be. For this theme, why not dive further and listen to: 

Episode 7: George Peterken.  Part 1 of 2 on woodland ecology 
In this episode, I'm talking to George Peterson, who lives in the forest of Dean and has probably done more than any other living person to protect Britain's ancient woodlands.
Episode 8: George Peterken. Part 2 of 2 on grasslands and churchyard ecology 
George Peterken, lives in the lower Wye Valley in Gloucestershire, and has probably done more than any other living person to protect Britain's ancient woodlands. In this conversation Christina asks him about his time with Nature Conservancy, and his time as specialist woodland ecologist there. 
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