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The Learning Environment: The Social and Emotional Environment
Rules and boundaries

As an educator it is vital to create both a deep sense of compassion and empathy for young children, as well as maintaining appropriate boundaries. Good relationships are fundamental to early childhood development.
Things to consider
· Do all educators understand and implement the Setting’s Behaviour Policy and recognise it as a live document that is frequently reviewed 
· All educators to agree developmentally appropriate golden rules with children including the non-negotiable rules (getting children’s voice)
· Do educators discuss golden rules daily with the children?
· Do educators support children to build resilience and support children to say “Stop” when needed?
· Do educators acknowledge children’s emotions and role model positive interactions with others during the session?
· Do educators listen to the views of both children during conflict situations
· Do educators stop and consider what children are trying to say and do with their behaviour?
· Do educators get children to take responsibility within session e.g. tidy up 
· Do educators consider the cohort and change routines / environment accordingly
· Do educators consider if there are times during the day when behaviours are more challenging?
· Have you got a professional code of conduct for practitioners?
Helpful links and resources
Routines and boundaries | Barnardo's Family Space
Nursery World - Firm but fair - setting boundaries
Partnership with Parents
· Do educators have conversations with parents about how they support children’s behaviour at home?
· Are parents aware of the setting’s routines and boundaries and how these change throughout the child’s time in the provision?
· Do educators share positive feedback with parents and encourage parents to share positive experiences from home? 
Top tips for inclusion
· Do you use visuals to reinforce expectations/golden rules?
· Do you reduce language to support children to understand instructions around boundaries?
· Do educators keep language specific?
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