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Background
Over the last two hundred years, we have witnessed an exponential growth in our use and demand of energy. Fuelled by our initial dependence on fossil fuels to meet this, we have seen a systematic impact not only on our landscape, but our climate resultantly.So how and why has our use of energy shifted so drastically? How have our consumption patterns evolved and changed over time? Perhaps most importantly, can we learn any valuable lessons from our collected histories in the Archives to help shape the future? 

What records are there and what information will they contain?
Historical records that are particularly interesting starting points in researching energy usage and change are: 
· SGC/3/1 - Ordnance Survey geological survey showing coal fields, showing areas in South Gloucestershire and the Forest of Dean. This shows the extent of the coalfields within the landscape, and the potential for extraction (1871-1873). 

· D7920 (Collection) - National Coal Board Records. Of Particular note is item D7920/8 - Report of Regional Survey Committee (Ministry of Power and Fuel) on the Forest of Dean Coalfield, which details the output, projections into future output, and estimations regarding the scale of the coal reserves (1944). 

· D5385/1 - Receipts and delivery notes relating to sales of coal by James Smith of Rodborough, colliery owner and coal-factor, to F B Glossop of Weston-Super-Mare. (1891-1904)

· D5947 (Collection) - Forestry Commission. Includes Freeminers, awards, grants, licences, reports, plans for c.12 collieries. Coal mining changed the face of the Forest of Dean forever and has had a lasting impact on the area and its communities (1668-2003).

· D5530/3/13 - Script of a radio talk on "The Opening of the Severn Railway Bridge" broadcast on West Region Home Service, with covering letter. The Severn Railway bridge was the first successful crossing over the River Severn and facilitated the transport of coal from the Forest of Dean across the country (1948)

De-industrialisation begins to take place towards the start of the 20th century and accelerates as the century progresses, but our need for energy and its consumption increases drastically, showing transition to other perhaps less environmentally solutions and options as a result. Some examples of documents that can show this are: 
· D1180/5/19 - News cuttings concerning the closure of part of the Thames and Severn Canal by the Great Western Railway Company, which eventually closed in 1941, and now slowly being restored back to use (1893-1895).
· D8351 (Collection) - Collection of records from Mr N James of Gloucester, chief engineer of the M5 motorway. As railways in the County began to close, motorways began to appear in great numbers across the UK. In Gloucestershire we see the creation of the M5 motorway towards the latter half of the 20th Century, changing travel in the area forever (c.1960-1970). 
· K882/4 - M5 Motorway (Gloucestershire Sections) showing a photomontage of landscape around Michaelwood Service Station before construction of the motorway. Landscapes are changed unrecognisable to maintain our need for quick and efficient transportation, always with a large cost to the natural environment (1969-1973)
· D13582/1 - 34 Photographs of the construction of the first Severn bridge taken by Ivor Blizzard. A significant move in promoting increased private vehicle ownership and use. Whilst improving access, it resulted in increased traffic and emissions as more vehicles made use of the new connection (c.1965).
· D4764/2/7 - Poems by Miss Bruton relating to Oldbury-on-Severn, including one on the proposed building of Berkeley Power Station in 1963 (c.1901-2000)
· D10375/1 - Applications and supporting material for disposal of radioactive wastes from Berkeley Power Station. The true cost of nuclear power? (1998).

Attempts and uses of more sustainable forms of energy usage and creation that have been experimented with throughout Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire make for interesting research. The examples below could offer some inspiration for the future: 

· D8497/2/1/96 - Transcript of interview with Maggie Mills, café owner, who attempted self-sufficiency in Stroud (1999)

· GCC/EDU/6/1/2/4/1 - Buildings and Grounds Division files concerning Wotton-under-Edge Swimming Pool - Includes plans and drawings of the pool and the proposed solar heating system, a new kind of energy use in the County (1974-1977)

· CBR/C3/1/2/4 - Map showing the existing tramway routes in Cheltenham, and the proposed trolleybus routes. Powered by electric overhead cables, Trolley buses were a fascinating example of early electric public transport, reducing pollution in the city drastically. This proposal was sadly objected owing to aesthetic concerns (1929). See also CBR/C3/1/2/5 

· D12676/4/25/16 - ‘Strategy for Sustainable Gloucestershire’ a report completed by Gloucestershire County Council (1999)

· D14684/7/1/5 - Sustainable Gloucestershire - The Vision 21 handbook for creating a brighter future (1996)

· DC94/2/1/2 - Report to the Secretary of State for Energy prepared by Severn Barrage Committee entitled ‘Tidal Power from the Severn Estuary Volume 1’. Whilst an interesting idea for extracting energy from natural forces, this ultimately would have led to catastrophic environmental impacts, and subsequently never went ahead (1981)

· D14170/28 - Stroud renewable energy trade fair programme (1998)

Local Studies material held at Gloucestershire Archive offers a gateway to secondary research on this topic. Some highlights include:


· RQ195.12GS - Look back at Norchard - Graham Field (1978) Concerning the history of Norchard Colliery near Lydney - A site now repurposed as a Heritage Railway (1978)

· B636/49145GS - Sustainable projects in Gloucestershire - A snapshot of progress with a new agenda for the 21st Century (1999)

· MR1.168GS - Energy at any price? Valuing the Severn as an international asset. Looks at the five shortlisted Severn Estuary barrage schemes proposed as well as the three Severn Embryonic Technologies Schemes (SETS) put forward (2010). 

· Newspaper Cuttings Vol 26 pg. 30 - Solar Power, solar heating system first used in Gloucester (1975)

· Newspaper cuttings volume 38 p163 - Environmental Ideal village plan in sustainable village Stroud (1992)

See our other research guides “Lost Railways of Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire” to discover the impact of the loss of railways on people and the environment in Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire, and ‘Lifestyles’ to discover how our changing lifestyles have been impacting on our local environment. 

[bookmark: _Hlk177042436]How to Find the Records
To view the records and documents we hold at Gloucestershire Archives, use our online catalogue which can be found on our website at: https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ Use the references given above as your search terms if you are trying to locate these examples or explore these collections further. You can also refine or sort your search by other search categories, such as date created.  

For more guidance on using our online catalogue please see the Help page and FAQs or watch our YouTube tutorial.

Have something to bring to the Archives? 
We are always looking to grow and develop our collections for Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. If you have any material surrounding energy production and sustainable solutions in action in Gloucestershire or South Gloucestershire and you are either interested in depositing it with us, or looking for guidance on how to look after your collections, visit Adding to our collections | Gloucestershire Archives

Podcasts from the Green Pledge Project
This guide was put together by the Green Pledge Project team. Also, as part of the project, we have created podcasts, meeting people from across our area, sharing stories from the past and the present, and imagining what our future could be. For this theme, why not dive further and listen to: 

Episode 6: Gloucestershire Youth Climate Group's Festival: What Can I Do? 
On Sunday, the 1st of September, the Youth Climate Group held a festival in the centre of Gloucester called What Can I Do? WCID for short.  The day was packed with over 50 young people coming together to share ideas and experiences. There were three panel discussions, one with questions for local MPs and councillors, an online catch up with international youth climate campaigners and finally a panel with young local activists.


Episode 10: Claudia MacGregor
In this episode, we talk to Claudia MacGregor. Claudia has a master's degree in environmental development and policy. Her work involves finding new and innovative ways to exist in harmony with the planet.
Claudia also facilitates Climate Fresk workshops, which teach the fundamental science behind climate change and empowers you to take action.
The workshop uses cards to guide you through the findings of reports by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the global authority on climate science. 
Claudia came to the Heritage Hub to deliver the workshop to archives staff in July 2024. 
To find out more about Claudia's reminiscence project visit www.celebrationofwildlife.com 
and her edible food gardens www.soilsnack.com
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