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Food Production
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Over the past centuries in Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire there has been a seismic shift in the way we have produced food in the natural landscape. Mechanisation, population growth, coupled with the start of the British Agricultural Revolution saw a move away from subsistence farming towards more intensive and efficient farming methods. There is a deep and interesting history surrounding farming in the county of Gloucestershire but ultimately there has been a shift towards more carbon intensive methods that work against the landscape, rather than working with it. In the modern age, we are seeing more calls to move back to regenerative farming methods, learning from the practices and methods of the past. 

What records are there and what information will they contain?
We hold a huge variety of records relating to the ways that our production of food has changed and evolved. This is not an extensive list and is designed to act as a springboard into further research.

Pre-Agricultural Revolution 
· P86/1/CH/1/45 - A lease for 4 years for land at Arlington. This document contains the earliest mention of the term ‘fallow’ within our Archives, highlighting early observations of soil depletion and recovery between cultivations (1296).

· D272/10/1/2 - Volume from the Court of Sewers records, detailing owners, occupiers and responsibility of repairs to the sea wall and for other drainage work between Shirehampton & Aust. Farming on flood plains in this area dates back even further to the Roman times, making use of natural and fertile alluvial (sedimentary) deposits from frequent flooding (1684). 

· D6/P1 - Map of lands belonging to Nicholas Webb Alderman of the City of Gloucester, lying in the Parish of Upleaden. Marl pits were dug to extract nutrient-rich clay (marl) which was used as a fertiliser. It was tilled into the soil to improve its structure and decrease acidity and thereby making other nutrients more available. It was also added to manure to improve it (1699). 

· D225/R9 - Parish Agreement from the 18th Century to sow common arable field with Clover in Stonehouse and Leonard Stanley. Clover helps convert atmospheric nitrogen into food for crops and plants and helps to improve soil quality (1717-1775).

· D363/P4 - A Map of the Common Fields with the Copyhold and Leasehold Estates of William Wyndham Esq. Scituate in the Manor of Halling. This highlights the Open Field System, in use in farming from at least the 9th Century onwards. Under this system, manorial farmland was divided into three huge fields, and tenant farmers owned a number of strips of land scattered about these fields (1748).
The Agricultural Revolution 
· D1571/E1 - Tables of crop rotation from Slad Farm in Stroud showing Crop rotation in the late 1780’s. This highlights the changes sparked by the Agricultural Revolution and is now a method being returned to by regenerative farmers (1780-1783).

· D12775/1 - Diary of Edmund Rich, a Didmarton farmer. A great insight in pre-mechanisation and industrialisation of farming. Many of the techniques he explains are today being revitalised as regenerative farming techniques to improve and protect the quality of the soil (1847-1855).

· D5448/1 - Memoirs of William Brooke of Hardwicke and Cheltenham. This item explores his memories of his farming practices, that include teazle-growing, cider-making, harvesting etc. An interesting historical account to be compared with modern practices and regenerative farming (1856-1934).

· D149/E80 - Printed advertisements, notes, letters, etc relating to agricultural machinery, manures, crop rotation and care of stock, accountancy, and similar farming matters. Contains a survey of Town Field Farm in Frampton that recorded the farming practices of the time. Of note is their use of organic fertilisers at this point, still returning nature nutrients to the soil (1816-1864).

· D2455/F3/3/1/13 - Letters to Jane Martha Hicks Beach from Reverend Thos Huntingford. This discusses the protests against agricultural mechanisation and harsh working conditions that sparked the Swing riots (1830). 

· D2930/1 - Diary of John Osbourne of Monk’s Mill, near Wotton-under-Edge. Entries recording the food riots which happened extensively across southern England after a succession of poor harvests and weather conditions (1766).

‘Green Revolution’ 1945-70 & Regenerative Farming
· [bookmark: _Hlk177042436]D8451 (Collection) - John Moore of Tewkesbury and Kemerton, who was a well-known countryside campaigner. Item D8451/1/6/6 - View of the Future, is a short piece written by John Moore (August 1962). Showing his uncertainties and anxiety of the future that our meat consumption and production may bring. Item D8451/1/6/2 - Articles for ‘A Country Column’ contain his views on pesticides, modern farming methods, and the destruction of trees, and the impact this had on the landscape (1930’s-2013). 

· DA24/132/63 - East Dean Rural District Council - Letters of complaints concerning the factory farming of pigs (1971-1973)

· D13898 - ‘Eric Freeman - A Legend in These Parts’ Documentary on Eric Freeman, Farmer in which Eric reflects upon his life growing up in the Gloucestershire countryside west of the River Severn, and his working life as a farmer and supporter of local traditions in agriculture and heritage (2015). 

Local Studies material held at Gloucestershire Archive offers a gateway to secondary research on this topic. Some highlights include:

· JF10.2GS - Farming in Gloucestershire. Adverts within show the increasing changes in technology and science within farming but still fail to see the damage they are causing to the environment (1918)  

· SR649/33389GS - Postcard of threshing machine from 1881, used at Grange Farm in Woolaston until 1956!  Mechanisation such as this changed the face of the landscape significantly during the agricultural revolution (1958)

[bookmark: _Hlk188428216]How to Find the Records
To view a list of records in a collection please use our online catalogue, which can be found on our website at: https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ 

Use the references given above as your search terms if you are trying to locate these examples or explore these collections further. If you want to search for other documents or collections relating to this topic, try using key words such as ‘farming’ ‘soil’, ‘arable’, ‘agriculture’ etc. You may then add further terms to further specify your search such as particular crops or practices in food production. You can also refine or sort your search by other search categories, such as date created.  

For more guidance on using our online catalogue please see the Help page and FAQs or watch our YouTube tutorial.


[bookmark: _Hlk207895391]Further resources 

· CE/G052 - Cotswold Life October 2023 - Farming for Sustainable food Production - Available at Cheltenham Local Studies Centre 

· Six Inches of Soil - A film by Colin Ramsay 2024 - The inspiring story of British farmers standing up against the industrial food system and transforming the way they produce food - to heal the soil, benefit our health and provide for local communities - Find out more at: https://www.sixinchesofsoil.org/ 

Have something to bring to the Archives? 
We are always looking to grow and develop our collections for Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. If you have any material surrounding historic or current food production in Gloucestershire or South Gloucestershire and are either interested in depositing it with us, or looking for guidance of how to look after your collections, visit Adding to our collections | Gloucestershire Archives
Podcasts from the Green Pledge Project
This guide was put together by the Green Pledge Project team. As part of the project, we have also created podcasts, meeting people from across our area, sharing stories from the past and the present, and imagining what our future could be. 
For this theme, why not dive further and listen to…
Episode 3: John Meadley - a life in agriculture and overseas development
John has spent a lifetime working in agriculture and overseas development. He lives in the Stroud area and has spearheaded many local green projects. He is the co-founder of Pasture for Life, a charity focussed on pasture fed livestock for the sake of the animal, the soil and biodiversity. In 2012 John was voted an Environmental Hero by the Heart of Gloucestershire Community Awards. 
Episode 10: Claudia MacGregor
In this episode, I talk to Claudia MacGregor. Claudia has a master's degree in environmental development and policy. Her work involves finding new and innovative ways to exist in harmony with the planet.
Claudia also facilitates Climate Fresk workshops, which teach the fundamental science behind climate change and empowers you to take action.
The workshop uses cards to guide you through the findings of reports by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), the global authority on climate science. 
Claudia came to the Heritage Hub to deliver the workshop to archives staff in July 2024. 
To find out more about Claudia's reminiscence project visit www.celebrationofwildlife.com  
and her edible food gardens www.soilsnack.com 
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