9.1

Dr N Gilbert
Wychbury
Great Witcombe
Gloucestershire
GL3 4TS

Miss Burge 01452 425522

573/11/101(1) 15" November 2005

E-Mait:  sarah.burge@glioucestershire.gov.uk
Dear Dr Gilbert

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, Section 53
Application for a Modification Order for an Additional Public Footpath
through Witcombe Farm, Parish of Great Witcombe

Thank you for your letter and enclosures received on the 14" of November 2005. Your
comments will be included in the report that will be presented to the Commons and
Rights of Way Committee.

Regarding consultations, there is a specific list of people and organisations we consult
depending on what the Modification Order Application is for. When there is an
application to add a new footpath we consult the Parish and District Councils of
whatever Parish and District the claimed path lies in, the County Councillor for that area
and the Ramblers Association. We generally do not consult other Parish Councils other
than those directly affected by the application. Although we welcome any comments
and include all comments in our report, the decision as to whether an order is made to
add the path to the Definitive Map is solely based on the evidence, and should not be
affected by opinions.

A copy of the photographs and list of problems with the alternative footpaths that you
enclosed with your letter has been passed to Dave Graham, Area Officer for West
Tewkesbury and Gloucester, who deals with such complaints.

| will keep you updated as the application progresses. If you have any questions in the
meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely



Sarah Burge
Public Rights of Way
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Dear Miss Burge,

RE: Application for a modification order for a footpath through
Witcombe Farm. Ref: 573/11/101(1)

| have been sent a letter, which you posted to Gloucestershire
Wildlife Trust. Their Reserves Warden, Mr. Pete Bradshaw has
replied in the form of a Public Path Evidence Form (which | had sent
to him previously). | don’t know why he has sent it to me but | am
forwarding it on to you.

| am aware that Great Witcombe Parish have been asked for their
opinion on this proposal for a Public Right Of Way and | wonder
whether the neighbouring parishes of Brockworth and Badgeworth
will be consulted, on the grounds that many of the people submitting
evidence, and others who walk to the reservoirs, come from those
parishes and therefore ought to have a chance to give a view.
Indeed, some of them live closer to the reservoirs than some of the
residents of Great Witcombe.

When | submitted the Public Path Evidence Forms | did not include a
letter because | was told that a decision would be made solely on the
evidence, rather than on opinion. However, since opinions are being
sought from various bodies | would like to include a letter in support
of the proposed right of way and some photographs and pamphiets,
which | enclose.

Thank you

Yours sincerely,

Dr. Nick Gilbert



Wychbury

Great Witcombe
Glos. GL3 4TS
]
11/11/05

Dear Miss Burge,

Supporting letter for the application for a modification order for a
public right of way through Witcombe Farm Ref: 573/11/101(1)

This issue has only arisen because myself, my family and other
people in the village and beyond have been told that we can no
longer walk a route that we have hitherto taken without hindrance for
over thirty years.

This access took place on many hundreds of occasions and with the
full knowledge of the landowners and without any objection by them.

The significance of the closure of this road to some people (but not
all) is that the alternative routes are sometimes difficult or impassable
for myself and others, due to any combination of mud and
groundwater, overgrown styles or gateways, and boisterous horses,
and are practically impossible for the elderly or less able. (See
enclosed photographs)

Of the forty-eight people who have completed a public path evidence
form to testify to their use of this way, twenty are over the age of
sixty-eight, most of these ladies. Many of them find the alternative
routes impossible and are therefore prevented from accessing the
reservoirs.

It has been said that the landowner may allow needy cases
discretionary permission. This puts people who are physically limited
in a disadvantageous and potentially humiliating position (needy)
which they would not be in if there was a public right of way.



The Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust warden has stated in his evidence
that, "GWT has a right of access through our agreement with Severn
Trent. However our members have been refused access".

The GWT was established at the reservoirs in 1971 and at one time
they made information available about the reservoirs history, flora,
fauna and bird life. | enclose copies of two old pamphlets. They also
moored nesting trays for Grebes in the reservoirs. These have now
disappeared, and the reservoirs are not featured on The GWT
website. One can hardly blame them from losing interest if access is
made difficult for them.

With regard to the owners contention that a public right of way would
affect privacy: there are so many people using the stables and fishing
facilities that the footpath itself can hardly be described as affording
privacy even if it is not a public right of way.

The argument that granting public access along the road would cause
a security issue is difficult to sustain because | cannot imagine that
prospective burglars would be in the slightest bit interested whether
the roadway is designated as a public right of way or not.

The insurance and safety issue is puzzling since, once again, there
are so many people using the roadway and stables anyway that one
wonders how a few more people would make any difference and it
begs the question: Why is safety and insurance not a problem for
those people that the owner decides to allow through at present? The
question also arises as to why these were not considered problems
over the last thirty years and more?

Furthermore, in allowing some people to use this route, but at the
same time preventing others, | feel that the landowner is acting in a
discriminating way and, it is only by applying to make this a public
right of way, in perpetuity, that one can ensure equality.

Enclosures: photographs taken by myself at various points along the
alternative routes, demonstrating their hazards and impassability at
times. Also; copies of GWT pamphlets as mentioned above.

Yours sincerely
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