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Including 2023/2025 Youth Fund

Guidelines
&
Application Form

Thank you for your interest in applying for the Build Back Better Fund.  Please read these guidelines carefully before signing the application form and sending it to your local county councillor.  Failure to complete all sections correctly could delay the grant process.
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Guidelines

Section 1: What is the purpose of the Build Back Better fund?

1.1	Build Back Better Fund
(This is a Four-year grant scheme. Applications are accepted from July 2021 until March 2025.)  
The purpose of the fund is to provide vital investment to local community groups which are key to the county’s recovery from the Covid-19 pandemic”.
It will deliver funding to community initiatives that: 

· Help communities to recover, rebuild and protect themselves from the impacts of Covid-19;
· Promote and encourage community health and wellbeing;
· Improve digital inclusion;
· Promote nature and/or the environment;
· Promote healthy lifestyles; and
· Encourage safer neighbourhoods 
The total sum available for grants in each electoral division is limited to £50,000.

1.2	 Build Back Better Youth Fund 
(This is a Two-year grant scheme. Applications are accepted from April 2023 until March 2025.)  

The fund provides £6,000 to each of the county’s 53 electoral divisions to allow each county councillor to support projects in their local area and ensure small youth projects are supported.

Recognising the diverse nature of Gloucestershire’s communities and neighbourhoods, councillors can support a wide range of youth projects and initiatives including:
· Mental health
· Wellbeing and building resilience
· Digital innovation for young people
· Sport, recreation and leisure activities
· Improving outcomes for our most vulnerable children and young people.
The fund is also open to a variety of groups and bodies will including but not exclusively: 
· Community and voluntary organisations,
· Charities, community interest companies, 
· Town and parish councils
· Sports groups.


Section 2: How to apply to the fund?
2.1	The first step is to approach your local county councillor to discuss your application. If 	you are unsure who this is, the project team will be able to advise you.

2.2	If the councillor supports your initiative in principle you can apply for funding by completing the application form and emailing it to your local councillor(s).  

2.3 	If your local county councillor is unable to support your project you may approach other councillors to discuss your application, if the project is also of benefit to residents of their division.

2.4	Councillor(s) will then email the application to the Build Back Better project team at the council. 
	N.B. Applications submitted directly to the project team before being approved by your Councillor may take longer to process. 

2.5	Final approval of applications will be made by the Director of Public Health in accordance with the criteria and financial regulations.

2.6	Successful applicants will be contacted within 28 days of the application being submitted.  We will endeavour to process applications under £5,000 within one month of receiving the application.  Grants for more than £5,000 may require more information and may take longer to process but we will aim to have these payments made within two months of receiving the application.
N.B: These timescales will depend on the number of grants that we receive but we will keep applicants informed of the progress of their application.

Section 3: Who can apply?
· Community or voluntary groups
· Registered Charities
· Community Interest Companies
· Town and Parish Councils
· Sports groups and associations
· Schools and Academies
· Patient led groups 
· Religious Groups where the application demonstrates that the initiative will bring wider community benefit, and the primary purpose of the activity is not religious
· Organisations located outside of Gloucestershire where the application demonstrates that the funding will primarily benefit a Gloucestershire community. 

Section 4: What are the funding criteria?
4.1	In recognition of how challenging the past year has been for the Voluntary and 	Community Sector a flexible approach to grant giving will be taken, but there will be 	some things we can’t fund, such as:
· Sole Traders
· For profit organisations
· Funding individuals
· Overseas holidays

4.2	There is no lower limit for funding and applications can be made for up to £50,000 for the Build Back Better Fund.
	The 2023/2025 Youth Fund has no lower limit for funding and applications can be made for up to £6,000.

4.3	There is a total of £50,000 funding available per electoral division over the financial years 2021/22 – 2024/25.
	With an additional £6,000 for the Youth Fund added in April 2023 – March 2025.

4.4	Funding available will reduce as grants are awarded and once an electoral division’s funding is fully allocated there will be no additional money available in subsequent financial years.

4.5	Applications cannot create an ongoing funding commitment from the county council and 	applicants must describe how their initiative will become self-sustaining once the 	funding has run out.

4.6	Two or more councillors may submit a joint proposal benefiting their respective divisions.  However, in all cases the grants provided must be used for initiatives within Gloucestershire or which primarily benefit a Gloucestershire community.

4.7	Additional funding required to enable the initiative to go ahead must be raised or secured before the grant will be released. 

4.8	Retrospective funding or expenses that have already been incurred will be considered if evidence is provided in the form of invoices and/or a bank statement and it is supported by the councillor.

4.9	Any organisation applying must have a UK-based bank account.

4.10	Applicants must ensure the proposed initiative is accessible and open to all, giving consideration to those with protected characteristics outlined in the Equality Act 2010; where appropriate initiatives can be specifically targeted to these groups. Covid-19 has disproportionately impacted particular groups in our communities and our aim is to support as many as possible.  


Section 5: Conditions
For conditions of the grant, including deadlines, related links and documents such as the Privacy Notice please visit the website: https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/build-back-better-councillor-scheme/ 
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Application Form


	Organisation name:
	


	Name of your initiative:
	

	Application Number
(for internal use only)
	


	Name of your councillor(s):
	

	Fund applying to
	Build Back Better Fund
	☐
	
	Build Back Better Youth Fund
	☐





Section 1: Your Organisation

	1.1  
	Main Contact Details

	Title
	
	First name
	
	Surname
	

	Position in organisation
	

	Name of organisation
	

	Address for correspondence including postcode: 
	Address for Organisation (if different from address for correspondence):

	 
	 

	 
	  

	 
	 

	Postcode
	 
	Postcode
	 

	Telephone number
	 
	Telephone number
	 

	E-mail address
	 
	E-mail address
	 



	1.2  
	What is the legal status of your organisation? (tick only one box)

	Parish / Town Council
	☐
	Company limited by guarantee
	☐
	Company limited by shares
	☐
	Charitable Trust
	☐
	Unincorporated organisation / Not for profit organisation 
	☐


	1.3  
	Please provide your company number and/or charity number (if applicable):
	






	1.4  
	What are the current activities of your organisation and how are these managed?

	






	1.5  
	Please note: If you run an activity for children under the age of 8 years of age you may need to meet Ofsted Early Years regulation requirements. 
Please tick if your organisation is on the Ofsted Early Years Register and /or Childcare Register and provide your Ofsted URN if applicable:

	The Early Years Register         
	☐
	The Childcare Register
	☐
	Ofsted URN 
	



Section 2: Your County Councillor
	2.1
	Please give the name of your local county councillor and the amount you are applying for.  If you are applying to more than one division for funding please list below each councillor and the amount of funding being applied for from each divisional allocation. 
Your councillor can be found by visiting the county council website: https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/mgMemberIndex.aspx?bcr=1 

	Name of member(s)
	Amount of funding applied for

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	






Section 3: Your Application
	3.1
	Please provide specific details of how the grant money will be used.
A summary of Need, Purpose, Means of Delivery, Community Benefit, Expected Outcomes and Exit Strategy should be included here. 

	Overview of how the funding will be used 
(Need, Purpose, Means of Delivery, Community Benefit) (max 500 words)

	







	Expected Outcomes (max 200 words)

	





	How will your initiative be sustained after this funding has been spent? (max 100 words)

	






	3.2
	Your proposed initiative should be accessible, with consideration given to those with protected characteristics as outlined in the Equality Act 2010.

	Please indicate who will be the key beneficiaries of the initiative:

	



	Does your initiative specifically target any of the below? (please tick)

	Areas of socio-economic deprivation
	☐
	Black, Asian and minority ethnic groups
	☐
	People with disabilities or impairments
	☐
	Gypsy, Roma, Traveller Communities
	☐
	People experiencing homelessness and rough sleepers
	☐
	Low-income households
	☐
	Survivors of domestic violence/abuse
	☐


	3.3 
	Will the activities involve improving/altering any land or buildings?   
	Yes
	No

	
	
	☐	☐
	If the answer is yes, please include the name and address of the land or buildings involved: 

	



	[bookmark: _Hlk131415154]3.4 
	Has the owner given their consent to your initiative?
	Yes
	No

	
	
	☐	☐


	3.5 
	Who will be responsible for any continued maintenance if required?

	




	3.6  
	Have all consents, permissions been given to allow your proposed activities to proceed?  
Please provide details below to include any that are still pending waiting a decision.

	




	3.7  
	Please enter details of the start and end date of your initiative:

	Start Date:
	

	End Date:
	




Section 4: Your Grant

	4.1  
	How much money are you applying for:
	£




	4.2
	Please detail how the money you are applying for will be spent:

	Description / Item
	Quantity
	Cost £

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	TOTAL COSTS
	£



	4.3  
	Is this money contributing to a larger amount of funding needed for a wider project? 
If yes, please complete section 4.4
If no, please move on to section 4.6
	Yes
	No

	
	
	☐	☐


	4.4
	Has the other funding already been raised? 
If yes, please move on to section 4.6
If no, please complete section 4.5
	Yes
	No

	
	
	☐	☐



	4.5
	Can the activities and outcomes described in this application be achieved without the additional funding being raised?  
If no, please complete the following:
	Yes
	No

	
	
	☐	☐
	What is the total amount of funding needed?
	£

	How much has been raised so far?
	£

	Date balance is expected to be raised by:
	

	Important: We will not be able to release the grant payment until the remaining balance needed for the activities described in this application has been raised or secured. Discretion will be applied to phased project costs.  Please discuss with the project team 
Applications asking for immediate funding in these circumstances will normally be returned. 
If you have secured any additional funding we will require you to send documentation to confirm this i.e. details of how and from where the balance will be met.



	4.6  
	Do you intend to implement a charge for your activity?
If the answer is yes, please provide details of the charges:
	Yes
	No

	
	
	☐	☐
	



Section 5: Bank Details / Payment Arrangements

	5.1
	Bank Details

	Name of bank:
	

	Branch address:
	

	Name of account:
(This must be the organisation name you have given on this form)
	

	Account number:
	

	Bank Sort Code:
	

	Names of signatories on account: (Minimum of 2)
	1
2
3

	VAT Registration number (if applicable):
	

	Email address for remittance: 
	

	Building Society Reference (If Applicable)
	


	5.2
	Please Note: if your organisation is VAT registered you can only claim for the net amount required for your project.  If your organisation is not VAT registered you may apply for the gross amount required for your project.




Section 6: Certification	

	6.1
	If your application is successful you may be asked to submit the following documentation.  Please tick that you are prepared to provide us with:

	A copy of the constitution of your organisation (if applicable)
	☐
	A copy of your latest statutory accounts or approved management accounts
	☐
	A copy of your safeguarding policy and/or an outline of your procedures if your initiative involves working with children or vulnerable groups
	☐
	A copy of your equal opportunities policy/ or an outline of your procedures
	☐
	Confirmation of any additional funding you have secured that is required to enable your initiative to proceed (if applicable)
	☐
	Any other information/documentation requested in support of your application
	☐


	6.2
	Please read the following carefully.

	I confirm the organisation or group named in this application have provided me with authority to sign and we certify the details provided in all sections are correct and the proposed grant will be spent on the activity described in sections 3 and 4.

We undertake with the council that if a grant is awarded, the grantee will comply fully with all the conditions and guidelines.

	Please select one of the following options:
Your application will be returned to you for further consideration if this is not done. 
Immediate payment will not be made if any balance of funding necessary for the completion of the activities described in this application remains outstanding.

	1. We certify that no further balance of funding is required for the activities described in this application to proceed within 12 months of the payment of the grant.
	☐
	2. We certify that the activities described in this application will not proceed until we have secured all the necessary funding needed and that we will notify you in writing when payment is required, with evidence of the other funding we have obtained.
	☐


	6.3
	E-signature of applicant 
(This must be the person whose name and address is given in section 1.1).  

	Please provide your e-signature:
	

	Name (Please print):
	

	Date:
	



	6.4
	Member declaration

	By submitting this application the councillor confirms that the proposed application:
· is within their electoral division budget allocation;
· is consistent with the Council's policies and objectives;
· will not give rise to an on-going financial commitment;
· will not be used for hospitality or gifts
And that they have:
· disclosed any pecuniary interest in the proposal
· disclosed any other interest in the proposal 
If the initiative is being supported by more than one councillor please ensure all councillors have provided an e-signature

	E-Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	E-Signature:
	
	Date:
	

	E-Signature:
	
	Date:
	




	Thank you for completing this application.
Please make sure you have completed all of the sections.
All applications must be submitted to the relevant councillor(s) first who will then forward by email to
Buildbackbetter@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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