Petrol tanker crashes,

‘wrecks rail bridge
FIVE MISSING: THREE SURVIVORS
River a sheet of flame: cries
for help heard from the banks

[N DENSE FOG, BLANKETING DOWN SUDDENLY OVER THE SWIRLING WATERS OF THE RIVER
SEVERN LATE LAST NIGHT, AN OIL TANKER EXPLODED AND SET FIRE TO A SECOND. AFTER A
COLLISON UNDER THE SEVERN BRIDGE—AND FIVE LOCAL MEN DIED.
In a few moments the river was ablaze for almo st the whole of its half mile width. Two spans of trne
mile long raitway bridge and one of its supporting piers collapsed. From the river banks cries for help could
be heard by people on the banks. Three men were pu||ed from the muddy waters by volunteers who risked

their lives to go out in small boats. -
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SEWVFRN AFLAME AFTER TANKER EXPLOSION |

SEVERED GAS MAIN
A THREAT T0 6,000

'THE tragedy cut off the gas supplies of 6,000

consumers in the FForest of Dean. At Cinder-
ford it brought about a complete breakdown of
production at the Liscuit factory of Meredith and

THE RIVER

PAGE WIGHT

The seene shortly after the dlsaster, Tho burmlug (nnlwr‘h in (ho erntro of (he glow

firough {ho Wick fog.

on the right. Biazing petrod on the rlver penetrutes

Drew.
“Tho J.
pany Tid, Induntrinl
Itatate, Lydnoy, wna bronght to
0 utandstill. Of the firms 450
employcen, pome 250 were nent
hack home today,

I'rom five aum. this morning

Adlen
of

Ttubber
the

Com-

people who may have nissed
the loud speaker warnings

‘I'hey explained that becaune
the pipe carrylng gns neross
tho river along the Severn
Hridge had been severed there
was o risk of alr belng sucked
Into the supplles in contalnern
at Lydney and Cinderford so
inaking un explosive mixture.

A spokemnan of tho Gas
Board made thls statement to-
day.

“Durlng the night of October
2626, barges, transporting oll
from Avonmouth to Gloucester
colilded In thick fog with the

aro awnlting further newn
from the Guy Board.”
Ovens ut the factory
Invgest uner of pna dn the
aree are unually dgnited oL
obout 3 o'clock In readlness for
tho 1:11\‘1)’(/\(:0”1[1\;/, shift.

the

police cars werc ont in the meanls
towns and villages  of - thel dengol dinners for the child
JForent warning houscholders|ron at Lydney and district
ot to use yan and to turn off [uchool:  who ore  mormully
supplies at the malna. suppllcd by the  Gloncester
They were followed by fpdueation — Central  Supply
small ariny of gas hourd em-|Kitchen at Tydney were Loduy
ployees who went round fromihaving cold  meids  sent  to
door to door knocking up the |them.

The Lydncy Grammor School
whose KItehens kerve approxi-
mately 400 dinners per dny,
will Wso put on a cold salud.
Tho  headinnster  suld,  this
morning, that 4 from to-
morrow, children will b bring-
Ine sandwiches.

Sharpness  sehoolehildren
who dally uscd  the truin
worvico  over the Severn
bridge, to the Lydney Gram-
mur nnd Seccondury sehooly,
wero thiv inorning diverted
via Gloucester, with nspeciul
worvice, put on by British
Rathways.
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‘e, Mr. Jock the engineer,| tlde, had imlesed tho en- of n man in the water. Mo told o “Citlzen”
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crystal
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n.
Sollars, o bridgoman at the
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hoar the explosions. Ho sajd:

cries for help from the wales,

Pariies in hoais

Police end  others
reshed to the riversids
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np river towards Newnham.
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At mldnight amld a" the| 8% urnham-on-Sea, aiso H ]
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From all Grocery & Confectionery X SMOKE SWIRLING OVE for some time after swim-| Observers from the Forest
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Some survivorg were picked
as

on the water.
Then when the tide started

fog wasg patchy but did not
appear to bo very thick.

up, but

the hours went by
e -
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SWEPT THREE MILES

RIVER

(FROM PAGE 1)
over the other. The current
was absolutely terrific.

“After I had swum around
shouting for a bit I remem-
ber the river took me up-
stream towards Gloucester.
The tide took me through
the bridge itself. I knew
that the tide turned again at
18 minutes past 11. I was
picked up three mliles from
where it happened.”

Mr. Thompson said he
finished up on the Lydney side,
where he found stepg in the
banlk, “I sat there and started
hollering,” he went on, *“I
heard shouts trom the other
side above the noise of the sea-
gulls

Thick oil

"I thought when I wag in the
water that I had had it. I was
swimming in thick oil. My
clothes are one mass of oil, I
was fully dressed, except for
shoes.

I was still hollering out
when I heard someone shout
‘Help’ from the other side.
ghouted back: ‘Is it Bob? I
could not make out what they
said because it was too far. I
was cold and couldn’t
straighten up. I got cramp in
iy right calf about 20 yards
from shore.

“l watched an arc of flame
about a mile long.”

Mr. Thompson said that a
nearby farmer heard cries for
help from the Severn and ran
to the bank and helped him
to his farmhouse.

Girder crashes
In hospital Mr. Dew,
hira that a  girder—from the
bridge tell on the wheelhouse
of the Wastdale, just missing
him
Mr. Thompson said that his
vessel was carrying 298 tons of
crude oil and the Wastdale was
loaded with 320 tons of petrol.
Explaining how the collision
occurred, he said that they
approached Sharpness Docks

told

Me, ’l‘hompu;m, resting in bed at his home in Bivley-rd.

v:day, recounts his experiemces to Mr. D. s wih
lost his leg in an accldent on board the tamker ‘““Sou'li-
dale” at Sharpness a month ago.

in dense fog. One of the crew

said that he could hear a tug

Ilblowing, indicating that it was

leaving the docks.

They were ‘carried back by
the current further than they
expected and they picked up
lights from the old, disused
entrance to the docks. At first
they thought they were behind
the plers they wanted.

Locked together
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lN pouring rain, and

with the going very
heavy, Midsummer Night
II, a 40—1 chance, won
the Cambridgeshire at
Newmarket t after-
| noon in a photo-finish.

| Beaten into second place
Lwas Fou;:alle, also an outsider
at 33 -1. Third was the hot
favourite, Ides of March
March (5--1),

1 ",;O—DALHA}I STAKES.
L]

CRACKSMAN (E. Smith) 1;
Sovrango (J. Mercer) 2; Fon-
tana di Trevi (A. Breasley) 3.

Runners: Fontana di Trevi,
Margaux, Latin Lover, Aloft,
Cracksman, Dahabeah, En-
tanglement,  Shelley's Boy,
Burrington, Burnt Sugar, Sov-
rango, Queen Boadicea, The
Headrow, Hilda Mar- Abun-
dance, Aphrodita, Barsac,
Welsh  Huntress, Ferryman's
Flash, Devon Crown.

Betting: 100-8, 100-6,
fav Welsh Huntress.

Tote: Win: £4/19/4;
£1/5/8, £2/4/0, 8/6.

i Dist.—Neck; 4.
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1 thon

places:

C. Jones wiro t

% ()—RICHMOND

1Y HCP. § 1.
MOLLYMAWK

scha) 1;
Smith)

(A. Klim-
Tudor Warning (L.
2; Niello (A. Ereas-

vessels went on to hit a pier;
supporting the bridge and he
saw Mr. Dew climbing from ley) 3.
his vessel on to the Arkendalei Runioy
so that he could jump into the“pudm, W R e
water awav from the ﬂames'i?retty foul M?Ss %‘\"om,' Red
oo

Sybil's Comb,

Gittern

‘Caption, Palatable, Niello,
Gold Appeal, Very Valuable,
Perneo, Mollymawk, Indian
Pollcy, Wise Love, Maybe.
' Tetting: 100-7, 100-8, 10-1;

-1
-fav Wise Love.

Mr. Thompson said he went
to get full steam to punch back
against the current.
they saw the other vessel and
he shouted to Mr. Dew that he
thought they were at the oldi
cntrance. !

“I could hear his engines
ticking over,” &e said.!
“Then the suction drew us!
together and ‘the
locked togedher.

round to sgtarboard. I could|
mmu1 the compass going
north.”

Mr, Thompsqn_said that the
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: FURTHER rice in the|COU

A height of the Severn|Njthsdale,
overnight caused more flood- Maa' Ds;l]n
ing of low lying fields in Glou- pag'

B ;cester and district.
4!
Nteolng " Hinet ~ob7 shkes il ’ oday the river was bank

full
Gloucester crew member, 7u m:lfe‘:_ﬁ::g y “teég ;::{ Ll
who is one of the missing. |,1,ve nermal.

Gehr v Above Worcester the river

[ ]
Service
TO THE LADIES OF
GLOUCESTER

25 years ago the best Permanent
Wave cost 21/-

QM ANYYTRAN

'ijr‘idge. a
relief for the
Severn Tunnel

1.305%
WILD C

Fudson
Dilyvienng-

A was atill rising, said a River
Bo;g spokesman, hpt better
news, forthcoming from the

Teme and: Avon, suggested

there .would not be any wide-

spread ﬂood}ng below Tewkes-

ury.
Much, however. danandad an iS¢
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: The sceno nt dnvhmk The burnt out Arkendale Is seen behind tho hutk
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SASTER : LOCAL MEN DIE
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of the overturned Wastdalo. On tho rightt oun be scen um gap Iy the
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Petrol tanker crashes

wrecks rail bridge

FIVE MISSING THREE SURVIVORS

River a sheet of i
- for help heard from the banks

IN DENSE FOG, BLANKETING DOWN SUDDENLY - OVER THE SWIRLING WATERS OF THE RIVER
SEVERN LATE LAST NIGHT, AN OIL "TANKER EXPLODED AND SET FIRE TO A SECOND, AFTER A
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COLL|SON UNDER. THE SEVERN BRIDGE—AND FIVE LOCAL MEN DIED.

In_a few moments, the river was ablaze for almo st the whole of its half mile width. Two spans of the
mile long railway bridge and one of its supporhng piers, collapsed.. From the river banks cries for help could
he heard by people ‘on the banks. Three men were pulled from the muddy wafers by volun’reers who risked

“| swam for my life from flames”

but X don‘t l.hﬁnk it was aay-
. X think t Was gome-

their lives to'go out: in small boats. -

y at’ daybreak, .the search w
snissin bers ol the crews ot

GI'IGS

lelssmg man was going
to mew Gity home teday

i
i

. (»Nlu of the mlsging men, Mr.:some  time  on  Luge  oil

y ‘erey 3 lives  with Jus

il g pran s Me

Jacle Dudlield (15, o

¥ today, 11 T b
narvied mnu with flve child 0 comes lrmn an ‘rll

It Co
ren the eldest about 13. Ice l‘(-'lnl fatily.

|\w_l\ known in the Forest of| One of the snevivors S
iDean where he was 1 and; George ‘Chompson, skippe: of
where he lived until y. |one of the burges, veached hify

1My mother, Mry, ¥felen S 1R, Blsleyvd, ‘Cultesy,
mondy, st lves UI. hi ?

Ashmend.rd.,
Cinderford Le
Another of the missing lmllllu\yuly
is Mr. Itohert John Niblett| M.

5, who lves at the Canalinarrow

Mount

ot pron
cacape  at

hinil 0w
Hwansea

Bank, Ilardwleke. Xlo only]luut year when the veasel of

recently  jolned tho  barges;whieh e was skipper wenbh

after  working abroad forlapground.

S SN B 4 5 =
S

YOU & SaVE

Winter BEZ AR

OUTFIT
GOATS & STROLLERY

that are really outstanding for
SEY LK, PRICE and MATERIALS

£4.19, 11}
£5.19- 11|

£6. 19, 11}
:}vr‘('}‘:!; Ao Vicle. £7. 1 9.1 ﬁ

MANY COALS BEAUTIFULLY
* TRIMMED WITH FUR, aud ),l(
theso are popular this season 2
WE HAVE REAL HARRIS TWEED; ALSO IRISH TWEED
COATS IN ALL FITFINGS IN DELIGHTFUL STYLES AY
: L E£8. 194141
Remarkable Value! &
R 7. 1911
SEE GUR EKTENSIVE SELECTION — WARM

STYLISH DRECSES AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
£2.2.0 to £5.5.0

‘Ihese Coats ave in o
variety of tho lntest
styles—Styoller,

‘Belted aud Fitted Conts
in finest quality
nmaterials. All thiy
Soason’s Colours—
including Coitee, Green,
Royal; New Brown,

o,

’ nomns&n,
was going
wi

B ski]

q_,

on,”
ick black

¥

ale- over
he

pper .- of. the|
Arkendale, Mr. Geor, e
‘}:’hou,ght

‘ha

trength f.rom thé flames
Tk “th

e i

4 from the Atk-

o flames and as 1

ol

%l: the water I‘hend an ex&

“The Wastdale wu
mun of nlmea.
ger meter of fire
'9 nd n:zt, tol wlng mo,ug the

ust one
swam

I awam nntol,ﬁawly of
uu flames then X gnt X

from the boat

thing
“I swam round near the firc,

!lme, as near as I could, shouting but

on't k,now how long 1[I could hear no-ome. coul
wu nﬂmmln but X know lt nee the atern of our venol with
I lwun fmm one bu\k a the - ahowl

{the “‘{ﬁ' -1y . aha i uter in hospital the skippe
m|h ‘wide ‘at this bolhl). ’l‘he of the other boat Mr, Dew, (old , another t: in dealing at
*|fre was driving: ma ioto mid-|Mr. Tho! thnt the force GRAN’N—YNI‘ 'Bus er Rallway Fare up to 5/- will
5 itr of the ‘“"‘“ topk the Arken- be refunded on all Purchases of over £4.

dale's head down and litt

vum. X awam uwu-d- hl.m

eller
::::n ";'?n‘; T She propeler| | 187, HIGH ST., Cheftemham J3'oz.tiks,” ooy

the

CK PAGE

THE LARGEST SELECTION OF
JERSEY WOOL

TWO PIECES. In alf Colours and sizes (including
W.X.). Really Delightful Styles.

(Bebween Marks & Goester




BGloucester

ESTABLISHED BY

VOL. CCXXXIV.—No. 12,430
R. RAIKES, 1722

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29, 1960

Jo

BIIR
REGISTERED FOR

TRANSMISSION ABROAD

TRAIN MISSED THIS GAP BY SEVEN MINUTES

FIVE LOCAL MEN were missing —
two bodies have since been found

— after one of the worst-ever

disasters in the River Severn.

Two tankers on the way to Gloucester
from Avonmouth failed to enter the Docks
at Sharpness in the dense fog on Tuesday
night.

They were carried by the roaring tide
1o the Severn Bridge. ’

One of the tankers exvloded, the pier
collapsed and two arches of the bridge and

THE SEVERN BRIDGE DISASTER

the railway lines it carried crashed onto
the blazing tankers.

The Severn became a sea of flames.
 The picture on the left shows the gap
in the bridge across which a train passed
only seven minutes before the disaster. The
8as main — now out of action — which
supplied the Forest of Dean—can be seen
on the right.

Below is the scene of the disaster viewed
from the Forest of Dean side of the Severn,

At the bottom are the two vessels lying
aground with railway lines from the bridge
straddling them.

the disaster happened.
In the picture below,

projection in the Severn.

These two air pictures show where

Sharpness
Docks can be seen on the V-shaped

Price 3d.

THAT SHOW GOURSE OF DOOMED VESSELS IN TREACHEROUS SEVERN

been obliterated to show how the
bridge appears today.

The area where the vessels went
aground is marked with an arrow.

It will be seen that the doomed

The entrance to the docks which the
tankers should have entered is clearly
shown. Also shown is the old and now
disused docks entrance past which the
tankers were carried by the tide up to
the bridge (on the left of the picture).

In the air picture on the left the
demolished pier and spans have

tankers were borne towards the deep
channel under the bridge on the Forest
of Dean side.

The Severn between Sharpness and
Gloucester is hardly used at all for
navigation. The canal takes the
traffic. In the picture can also be seen
a part of Sharpness Docks and the
canal which links it with Gloucester.




