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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]Orchards
Background
Orchards in Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire were once abundant, producing many varieties of fruit and timber for the area. In 1909 there were roughly 20,000 acres of orchards in Gloucestershire (S W E Vince,1942). The Traditional Orchard Project in England reported in 2011 that this figure was now closer to 3,759 acres, showing a drastic reduction over the last century. They were at one stage important part of the farming community, and particularly in the production of cider, and many workers would even receive part of their payment in cider! Orchards crucially have a significant role in providing ecological diverse habitats, as well as enabling greater biodiversity. Orchards are something to be cherished and cared for, and Gloucestershire Archives are fortunate to hold a fascinating selection of materials relating to orchards.

What records are there and what information will they contain?
This list is not exhaustive but is designed to act as a starting point for further research and discovery. Historical records that are interesting starting points when researching orchards in Gloucestershire include:
· D13653/1 - Orchard Book - A rare example of record keeping of historic orchards in Gloucestershire, containing notes and diagrams of various orchards. Predominantly cider orchards (c.1907-1929).

· D3549/24/1/1 -Writing and drawings thought to be by Mary née Fenwick, wife of Thomas Barwick Lloyd Baker. These contain watercolours of various apples from Gloucestershire, as well as correspondence concerning specimens, varieties and tips on cultivation from the time, which provide fascinating reading! (1798-1842).

· D16429 -Collection of material by Gloucestershire Orchard Trust - containing minutes and annual reports (D16429/1), newsletters (D16429/2), and an overview of Gloucestershire’s orchard heritage by Jim Chapman (D16429/3) -(2002-2023)

· S154/29/1/11 -Study performed by a student at Sir Thomas Rich’s Grammar School, mapping orchards to the west of Gloucester, and their reduction over time. Good inspiration for modern research (1975). 


Sales particulars from solicitors, estate agents and auctioneers’ collections held in Gloucestershire Archive are a great way to find details about former and current orchards in the area. Use the term ‘orchard’ and ‘sale’ together in the catalogue. Some examples include:
· D4855/1/1/189 - Includes sale of pasture lands, cottages, orchard and a woodland (1922).

· D2202/2/6/7(part) - Conveyance (sale) of two cottages, garden and orchard (1868).

· D2713/61 - Smallholding and two orchards. Sale particulars with plan (1913).

Local Studies material held at Gloucestershire Archive offers a great gateway to secondary research on this topic. Some highlights include: 

· B421/50303GS - Man-Made Eden - Historic Orchards in Somerset and Gloucestershire, James Russell. This publication seeks to explore the fascinating and previously neglected history of orchards, as well as discussing preservation and restoration attempts for orchards by organisations such as the Common Ground and National Trust (2007).

· GAL/E3/55198GS - Orchards, Claire Masset. This publication includes their origins and development, heyday and decline, details of the flora and fauna, as well as the pastimes and practices of the past. There are references to Gloucestershire also (2012).

· B732/57492GS - Orchards… those other industries, Jim Chapman. Published by the Hartpury Heritage Trust in association with the Gloucestershire Orchard Trust (2016).

· M1.130GS - Tales of the Vale: Stories from a Forgotten Landscape. A collection of history research and oral histories from the Lower Severn Vale Levels - Track 6 of the accompanying CD focusses on orchards and cider making (2015-2018)


[bookmark: _Hlk177042436]How to Find the Records
To view the records and documents we hold at Gloucestershire Archives, use our online catalogue which can be found on our website at: https://catalogue.gloucestershire.gov.uk/ Use the references given above as your search terms if you are trying to locate these examples or explore these collections further. You can also refine or sort your search by other search categories, such as date created.  

For more guidance on using our online catalogue please see the Help page and FAQs or watch our YouTube tutorial.

[bookmark: _Hlk181268142]Know Your Place  
Know Your Place have digitised various historical maps of Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire, which can be compared with a modern 2019 basemap to view changes in the landscape. It is a great tool for discovering lost orchards. Using the materials outlined above, such as D13653/1 or the sales particulars listed above, you can search for areas that historically had orchards and then use the historic map layers to study their change over time and see whether they still survive to this day. 

Tithe Apportionments Database 
Looking through Tithe Apportionments is another way of locating orchards in Gloucestershire. There are 163 apportionments on the database. Once you select a location, you can search ‘orchard’ under the plot name, which will bring up the results, a short transcription, and the original Gloucestershire Archives document reference number. See also the Gloucestershire Archives Mini Research Guide on Tithe Maps and Apportionments.  
https://www.gloucestershire.gov.uk/archives/finding-items-in-our-collections/tithe-apportionments-database/ 

Have something to bring to the Archives? 
We are always looking to grow and develop our collections for Gloucestershire and South Gloucestershire. If you have any material surrounding orchards in Gloucestershire or South Gloucestershire and are either interested in depositing it with us, or looking for guidance of how to look after your collections, visit Adding to our collections | Gloucestershire Archives

Podcasts from the Green Pledge Project
This guide was put together by the Green Pledge Project team. Also, as part of the project, we have created podcasts, meeting people from across our area, sharing stories from the past and the present, and imagining what our future could be. For this theme, why not dive further and listen to: 
Episode 7: George Peterken. Part 1 of 2 on woodland ecology 
In the second part of the conversation with George Peterken, Christina asks about the importance of grassland ecology and why Peter set up the Parish Meadows Group, as well as hearing about his latest project about the ecology of churchyards.
Episode 8:  George Peterken. Part 2 of 2 on grasslands and churchyard ecology 
George Peterken, lives in the lower Wye Valley in Gloucestershire, and has probably done more than any other living person to protect Britain's ancient woodlands. In this conversation Christina asks him about his time with Nature Conservancy, and his time as specialist woodland ecologist there.
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