
Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards- flowchart for Managing Authorities- 

identifying a possible deprivation of liberty 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is the person aged 18 or over? 
The Deprivation of Liberty 

Safeguards cannot be used.  Seek 

advice. 

  

Is the person suffering from a 

mental disorder? (if unsure, 

contact the relevant DOLS office) 

Is the purpose of accommodating 

them here to give them care or 

treatment? 

Do they lack capacity to make 

their own decisions about 

whether to be accommodated 

here for the purpose of giving 

that care or treatment? 

Does accommodating them here 

conflict with any advance decision 

that conflicts with the proposed 

care or treatment or a valid 

decision made by a Lasting Power 

of Attorney or Deputy? 

Are they subject to continuous 

supervision and control? 

Would they be free to leave on 

their own if they wanted to 

(whether they have the physical 

ability or not)? 

Contact the relevant DOLS office. 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

The DoLS provisions do not apply.  

The Care plan should be reviewed 

in line with their wishes  
No 

The Deprivation of Liberty 

Safeguards only applies to people 

receiving care or treatment. 

Yes 

See guidance overleaf. A Deprivation of Liberty is not 

occurring. 

Yes 

No 
Seek advice as there may be other 

action that needs to be taken to 

make the situation lawful. 



 

Where a potential deprivation of liberty is identified, a full exploration of the alternative 
ways of providing the care and/ or treatment should be undertaken, in order to identify 
any less restrictive ways of providing that care which will avoid a deprivation of liberty. 
 
Where the care/ treatment plan for an individual lacking capacity will unavoidably result 
in a deprivation of liberty, judged to be in that person’s best interests, this MUST be 
authorised.  
 
Process 
 
You must contact the relevant DoLS Service/ Supervisory Body for advice and complete 
form 4 (application), or form 1(urgent authorisation) and 4, sign and send them to the 
relevant Supervisory Body (Local Authority). This must be done in a person centred way. 
We need as much information about the individual’s circumstances as possible, as a 
minimum this should include: 
 

 how long they have been with you  

 what their support needs are  

 how they feel about the arrangements  

 an up to date capacity assessment 
 
If a person’s care is funded by a Local Authority, send the completed forms to that Local 
Authority. If the person is funding their own care, send the completed forms to the Local 
Authority covering the area where your care home is situated. 
 
If the person is in hospital, send the completed forms to the Local Authority that covers 
the area where their home address is. 
 
For a person who is of no fixed abode, send completed forms to the Local Authority 
covering the area where your care home is situated. 
 
The Gloucestershire DoLS Service contact details are: 
 
Deprivation of Liberty safeguards (DoLS) Service 
Room 135, Shire Hall 
Westgate Street 
Gloucester 
GL1 2TG 
 
Tel: 01452-427557/426005 
Email: dolsservice@gloucestershire.gov.uk 
Customer Services Help Desk Fax: 01452-427359 
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