Simon Case Study
Simon was a man in his sixties, who lived alone in a bungalow in Gloucester and had a diagnosis of Parkinson’s Disease.   Simon no longer had contact with his family. 
The Parkinson’s affected his speech and at times it was difficult to understand him, however he was able to communicate and as you got to know him it was easier to understand him. 
Simon was sociable and liked to have people around him, and to help people. Some of these were known to the police; Simon acknowledged that some of them had difficulties, but he was always adamant that he felt safe with them and insisted that it was his choice to have them around. 
A safeguarding enquiry was undertaken as there were several people entering Simon’s home and concerns were raised due to the level of his vulnerability.  Simon was very clear that he had a free choice as to who he was friends with, and there was no indication of a lack of understanding. 
Good Practice:
There were lots of agencies working with Simon and there was regular contact between them.  All knew who was involved with Simon and they discussed him regularly, sharing information. 
Simon’s views and wishes were respected even if he did not always fully appreciate the risks. 
Adult Social Care demonstrated compassionate persistence when working with Simon. They also supported good multi-agency working, particularly with the police.   
The Enablement Team supported Simon with finding new social events and activities, to reduce his social isolation. 
A partial closure order was placed on Simon’s property by the Police, after several months of discussing how this would work with him. It was a way of him retaining some control. The idea was not to stop Simon from seeing his friends, but to stop them entering his home and thus mitigating the risk.  Simon understood this and was on board with it.  There was also a police alarm in Simon’s property, and he would use this when he needed to.  
Simon was seen regularly and had a good relationship with local police officers and PCSO’s where he lived.  The police were able to talk to Simon about any concerns they had.  Although it was felt that Simon was making unwise decisions about his friends, it was managed in a person-centered way, allowing him freedom and choice, while trying to mitigate and reduce the risks.
Occupational Therapy were involved, providing support regarding his deteriorating condition.
Adaptations had been made to Simon’s bungalow and he had a good relationship with his Housing Officer, who he had known for over six years. 
