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The Learning Environment: The Temporal Environment
Waiting and holding times
Children in the early years are active learners, who do not yet understand the concept of time, and exist in the ‘here and now’. Being asked to wait is difficult for younger children. 
Educators need to be mindful of the amount of time in the day that children are expected to wait when transitioning from one activity to another. Educators should also consider the length of time of planned activities to meet children’s developmental needs, group size, type of activity (moving around versus sitting still and listening), and the learning intention.
Things to consider
· Do educators respond to children’s behaviour cues i.e. changing the activity if children become restless, or unwanted behaviours start occurring? 
· Do all educators have realistic and developmental expectations for children e.g. keeping activities short, so children are not expected to sit for long periods of time?
· How do you know that activities provided are engaging and meaningful for children?
· Have you agreed as a team the expectations around lining up? This can be a difficult concept for early years children, and you may decide this is not something to be expected. 
· Are all educators fully prepared for the start of any activity / have well organised routines and activities e.g. all resources are ready for when the children are?
· When children are engaged in play and learning, can they do this without interruptions e.g. not having to wait if educators are taken away from an adult led activity?
· Do educators regularly reflect on which parts of the day go smoothly, and which do not and make necessary adaptations?



For unavoidable times when children need to wait
· Are educators deployed effectively within the playroom to support children?
· Are all the educators good role models of demonstrating patience?
· Are clear explanations given to children when they are required to wait and how do adults support children to understand how long / why they may have to wait e.g. with sand timers and visual schedules
· Do all adults consistently acknowledge and praise children when they show patience to encourage them to repeat the behaviour? 
· Are all educators including volunteers / students aware of strategies / activities they can use whilst waiting with children e.g.  singing, copy me games and / or involving children in tasks whilst waiting for peers e.g. helping to set the table at mealtimes
Top tips for inclusion
· Remember your cohort’s developmental ability, are you expecting them to sit for long periods of time?
· Ensure visuals used match developmental levels of the children
· Consider whether some children need to leave an activity earlier or later than their peers in order to access
 





Partnership with Parents
· Share tips with parents on supporting waiting time https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/joinin/dualwa-helping-kids-to-wait 
 






Helpful links and resources
Blog 'To queue or not to queue'
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