Unaccompanied Asylum Seekers
[bookmark: _GoBack]We currently have 22 Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASC) in Gloucestershire aged between 13 – 17 years old, all of this cohort are currently male and the majority are living in foster care, 2 young people who are approaching 18 are now living in supported accommodation.  Numbers of UASC arriving in Gloucestershire decreased significantly in 2010 following large intake in 2009, since then arrivals have generally been individuals with only a couple of arrivals per year.  Numbers have started to increase again particularly over the last 12 months, we have now seen 14 new arrivals with 2 of these having come via the National Transfer scheme.                                                                       
 Gloucestershire also have 28 Unaccompanied Asylum seekers who are now care leaver aged 18 – 24 years old, all of this cohort are also male.   The service for UASC in Gloucestershire for Children in Care and Care Leavers is managed by the Youth Support Team.
The Government introduced the National Transfer Scheme (NTS) in July 2016 to facilitate a fairer process for the distribution of UASC.  This protocol was introduced to help mitigate the pressures on areas of the country and in particular Kent where numbers of UASC had exceeded 900 whereas some areas did not have any UASC or very few.  The government under this protocol will distribute new arrivals into the country to regions where they have required authorities to make regional arrangements regarding the reception and distribution.  In the South West the programme is being managed by the South West Councils and a rota system has been agreed to keep distribution as fair as possible. We have currently had 2 UASC transferred to Gloucestershire as part of the NTS, with plans in place for a further 2 to be transferred by the end of October.   In the South West we are trying to find a fair and supportive way to ensure all local authorities are contributing equally.  However we have started from a point where some authorities already have a population of UASC and other did not have any, the aim is to bring all local authorities up to a point of having at least 0.02% to help with a fairer distribution rota going forward.  
The Government have set maximum levels for each authority based on 0.07% of their children’s population, in Gloucestershire that amounts to a maximum intake of 87 UASC.  This is not intended to be a target but if any authority reaches or exceeds their target number further arrivals will be dispersed to other areas.  This number only relates to children those who are under the age of 18 years old, though we retain responsibilities for care leavers those aged over 18 these are not counted as part of the transfer protocol.  Nationally the majority of new arrivals continue to be aged 15 – 17 year old and 95% are male, transfers to the South West since July have also been in line with this national profile, the majority of UASC in South west have been from Afghanistan (62.5%), followed by Eritrean, Iranian, Iraqi and smaller groups of nationalities including Syrian.
When a new UASC arrives in Gloucestershire, if we are accepting that they are a child they become a child in care, we allocate a social worker and seek a foster placement locally.  All other services offered are the same as for all children in care where we ensure that they receive Health Assessments, Education place at a local school, support from the virtual school and a place in a family home to provide a stable base.  As English is a second language for UASC we also need to ensure that there is good access to interpretation services and that we help young people adjust to living in a new country with cultural differences.  For example we work with a local charity GARAS to provide orientation programmes aimed at assisting UASC to be prepared for integration to school and English culture. 
Children Arriving for Intended Family Reunification (Dublin lll Agreement) or Dubs Amendment
We are working with the Home Office to support requests for children who are being placed in the county who have a family connection under the Dubs amendment. Children under the Dubs amendment may come from camps in France, Greece or Italy and have a family connection in the UK. 
We have been on alert to receive children from the Calais Camp over the last 14 days however to date we have not been asked to take any children, this may be due to the family connection not being in Gloucestershire.  The request is for us to be able to offer a temporary foster placement for up to 14 days whilst checks on the safety and appropriateness of the arrangements are conducted.  
Arrangements in Gloucestershire
The situation is exceptionally fluid at the present time and it is impossible to predict demand or volumes. We have established a short term multi-agency working group to ensure we have arrangements in place locally and that we can respond quickly to requests from the Home Office. Over the last weekend we had a team of staff and placements available if required by the Home Office. 
The Youth Support Team have responsibility for unaccompanied asylum seekers coming into the county through the National Transfer Scheme. The Referral & Assessment Teams will lead on the Dubs arrangements where assessments of family placements need to be undertaken. The Fostering and Adoptions Team are working hard to develop placements in Gloucestershire and have held recruitment events to find additional foster carers and this has resulted in some potential new families being identified, further activity is planned over the coming weeks.  We are also working with the South West Councils to work with Independent Fostering Agencies to seek to find additional placements for this group.
Further work is planned with GARAS and the Family Information Service to support families navigating information, benefits and support networks in their local areas. 
Syrian Families Programme
The Syrian families’ resettlement programme is part of the Vulnerable Children Resettlement Scheme where families are selected with Children identified as at risk by UNHCR.  There are currently 15 Syrian families that have been re-settled in all parts of Gloucestershire except the Forest of Dean, with plans to receive a further 2  families before Christmas.

