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Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981, Section 53
Definitive Map Modification Order Application
Additional Footpath from Rectory Lane, Hempsted to Public Footpath ZGL64,
Hempsted, City of Gloucester

Steven Harwood

Bank Farm, Bank Cottage, Hempsted Lane, Gloucester

GL2 5JS

1978

X XXX



Purchased December 2023

Wildlife habitats, environmental land management, growing crops, grazing animals

No

X

X

The route was a permissive footpath. It is not disputed that walkers used the footpath

regularly on foot.

X



Walkers were requested to stay on the permissive footpath and not trespass on 

The response to this request was physical threats and online abuse. This led to the

adjacent farmland because of nesting birds and damage being caused to the crops.

closure of the permissive footpaths.

X

X

X

X



Following the closure of the permissive footpath the existing gate at 'A' was locked

and a new gate was erected at 'B'. After a dog attack on grazing cattle in 2024 a post

and wire fence was erected separating the land from the public right of way ZGL156.

The permissive footpath was closed on 08/04/2024 and the gates locked. The post 

and wire fence was completed in July 2025.

The permissive footpath was not obstructed until it was closed.

Permissive footpath waymarkers were used to denote the permissive footpath.

Unknown, during a previous ownership.

At the beginning and end of the permissive footpath. The footpath crossed an open

field and it would not be possible to have waymarkers midway along the footpath.

Vegetation was cleared to ensure they remained visible. The waymarkers were

'Permissive footpath closed' signs were erected in April 2024. A notice was placed on

the village Facebook page regarding the closure.



clearly visible and legible when the permissive footpath was closed and they are

noted as being present in a number of the user evidence statements.   

Since the creation of the permissive footpath.

The majority of people appear to have understood why the permissive footpath was and

support the decision. A small minority are clearly unhappy with the change.

X

X

X

19/06/2024 , file reference 817

X



X

The footpath was used with the permission of the landowner and was not intended

map the route of the permissive footpath showing a lack of familiarity with it and 

It should be noted that three of the eleven user evidence statements fail to accurately

contradicting a claim of regular usage. Of the remaining eight statements four

acknowledge the visible permissive footpath signage.

to be dedicated as a public right of way as evidenced by the permissive footpath

signage. As the footpath was used with permission and not 'as of right' this usage

does not allow for the creation of a public right of way.

the Severn Way (ZGL64) is maintained despite the closure of the permissive footpath.

Whilst not a consideration of this application it should also be noted that access to



n/a

Enovert Management Limited, 3-5 Greyfriars Business Park, Frank Foley Way,

Stafford, ST16 2ST

Roger Warner, Town Street Farm, Town Street, Tirley, Gloucester, GL19 4HG 

Roughly twenty times following the closure of the permissive footpath in April 2024.

Some were aware of the closure but decided to trespass and were argumentative when

approached. Some were unaware of the closure and returned to the existing public right of

way when requested. Some threatened violence and twice were reported to the police.



Permissive footpath

Nil

Nil

Nil

Nil

The route was a permissive footpath. There were no restrictions on who may use it

whilst it had that status.



closure of the permissive footpath.

All requests for permission to use the footpath have been denied since the 




