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Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund – Councillor Information Session 3 November 2025 – Question and Answers 
 This information session was arranged for councillors to find out more about the new Grassroots Neighbourhood Fund. An overview was provided by officers administering the scheme, and there was an opportunity for councillors to ask questions. This document lists the questions and answers that were raised during the session. 

1. Q: You mentioned that more than one councillor can endorse a scheme. For example, can a councillor endorse a scheme that falls outside their own division?
A: Yes, councillors can endorse schemes outside their own division if they believe the project benefits their constituents or aligns with their priorities. Each endorsement is tied to the councillor’s individual allocation, so if a councillor chooses to support a project in another division, the funding would come from their own allocation.

2. Q: What are the timescales involved? If I endorsed a project today, when would the funding reach the recipient's bank account?
A: While we aim to process applications as quickly as possible, we can't guarantee an exact timeframe. In most cases, funding is issued within two months, but occasionally it may take longer depending on circumstances.

3. Q: Are the funds for this scheme coming from central government?
A: No, the funding is provided directly from this administration’s budget, not from central government resources.

4. Q: Is the GNF project team able to assist with identifying other sources of funding or signposting potential applicants and councillors?
A: Yes, to a certain extent. While the team are not able to provide in-depth support, they can signpost to relevant organisations and resources—such as the Gloucestershire VCS Alliance Funding bulletin—that may help applicants and councillors explore additional funding opportunities.


5. Q: If a project is based in one councillor’s division, but also benefits another division, can the applicant apply to more than one councillor?
A: Yes, an organisation can apply to multiple councillors if the project serves more than one division. For example, they could request £5,000 from one councillor and submit a separate application to another councillor whose division also benefits from the project.

6. Q: The scheme mentions the equality act, what does this mean for projects?  Would certain projects be disqualified from applying if they are not ‘open to all’?
A: No, specific projects targeting particular groups of people, such as individuals with a disability or another protected characteristic, would not be disqualified. However, we do consider whether a proposal might negatively impact other groups of individuals. If a project has a positive impact on a particular group of people without discriminating against or disadvantaging others, it would still be eligible. All projects should serve to advance equality of opportunity and tackle discrimination. 
7. Q: If the Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) process continues beyond 2027, will the funding be extended accordingly?
A: This scheme will utilise non recurrent funding and is scheduled to end in March 2027. Any new scheme or extension beyond this date will need to gain appropriate authorisation, consistent with the council’s scheme of delegation and standing orders.

8. Q: The project needs to demonstrate ongoing benefits. What if we’re funding a short-term activity, such as a one-week programme?
A: Short-term projects can still be eligible if they deliver lasting benefits to participants. For example, a one-week activity that positively impacts children’s health and wellbeing in the longer term may be considered.

9. Q: When an applicant submits a grant application, is the funding intended for the provider of the activity or the end user?
A: The grant must be awarded to an organisation, not to individuals. While the activity may benefit end users, the applicant must be a recognised organisation responsible for delivering the project.

10. Q: Are there any rules around splitting the grant funding or allocating across the financial years?
A: No, there are no fixed rules. It’s entirely up to each councillor how they choose to allocate their funding. For example, there’s no requirement to spend £10,000 this year and £10,000 next year—it can be distributed flexibly.

11. Q: When applying for the grant, does the applicant need to find the application link themselves, or can a councillor provide it?
A: Both options are possible. Councillors may choose to encourage organisations to apply by signposting them to the application link, or applicants can independently navigate to the website if they’re actively seeking funding. The website advises applicants to speak with their county councillor before submitting an application. We’ve also shared this information with community groups during a recent webinar on the new grant programme.

12. Q: Can councillors promote the grant scheme on their Facebook pages?
A: Yes, absolutely. Councillors are encouraged to use social media to raise awareness and encourage residents to reach out directly to their councillor before applying. 

13. Q: If an organisation applies for a specific amount, but the councillor wishes to fund a smaller amount, is that allowed?
A: Yes, councillors have the flexibility to endorse an application for a different amount than originally requested. 

14. Q: Can a parish council apply for funding through this scheme?
A: Yes, both town and parish councils are eligible to apply.

15. Q: If there are significant changes to a project after the initial councillor endorsement, should it come back to the councillor for re-approval?
A: Yes, the GNF Team compare the full application against the pre-application. If there are notable differences, we will seek clarification from the councillor before proceeding. This ensures transparency and that the councillor remains informed about any substantial changes.

16. Q: Can I communicate using my district council email address to endorse an application or liaise with the GNF Team re my intentions to endorse / award funding? 
A: No, all endorsement must be received from a GCC county council email address.

17. Q: A charity approached me for funding, but I discovered that a current County Councillor is involved with the charity. Are there any rules around funding in this situation?  
A: Yes, any potential conflicts of interest are considered as part of our risk assessment process. For example, if the councillor is a signatory on the charity’s bank account, it’s unlikely the application would proceed. However, simply being listed as a director or trustee for example does not automatically disqualify the organisation. In such cases, we would seek guidance from the Monitoring Officer to ensure transparency and compliance with governance standards.  

18. Q: Are district councils eligible to apply?  
A: No, district councils are not eligible to apply under this scheme. The focus is on supporting grassroots initiatives led by community-based organisations.   
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