Partnership with Professionals 
‘Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much’ Helen Keller 
Working in partnership with professionals who also support children and their families ensure everyone offers the best care and education to the child, so they are able to reach their full potential. 
“Providers must inform parents and carers how they support children with special educational needs and disabilities” EYFS statutory framework, point 3.83. This could be working in partnership with other professionals and agencies. 
Possible Partners:
· Other childcare providers – a nursery playgroup or childminder 
· Educational contacts – Educational phycologists, advisory teaching service etc
· Health contacts – health visitors, public health nurses, family support workers, paediatrician, speech therapist, Early Help, Social care etc
How do you start a partnership:
· [image: Free Close-up Photo of People Doing Handshake Stock Photo]Be proactive – make the first contact (with parent permission). This may be asked on the registration form when the child joins you. 
· Explain the benefits of your partnership to the other professionals
· Agree a process within your setting: 
· Who will make contact? Key person?
· What form of communication will this be?
· How often?
· What will you share? Development records/assessments?
· When working in partnership with other professionals explain what your role is, and what they can expect from you. Be realistic about what capacity you have to work with them. Make an agreement about how you see the partnership working. 
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